
History of Israel – 1000-537 BC 
Harmony of Samuel, Kings, Chronicles – Part 4 

Beth Haven Church, KCMO   Will Buttermore September 2020 

REVIEW OF 1 SAMUEL 8-15 

Samuel is commissioned as a judge and leads Israel through many years of peace until he is about to retire 
from being Judge and Israel finds Samuel’s sons to be unjust.  

Instead of petitioning YHWH for a fix the problem, the tribes of Israel demand a king, but not after God’s 
design but one of their own. God will permit their choice of a king but use him as an object lesson for Israel. 

Saul, though desiring to do what is right, acts presumptuously, makes silly oaths, and as a priest in giving a 
sacrifice, and defies the Lord by not utterly destroying the Amalekites. 

In the end, God rejected Saul as king and Samuel grieved over Saul all the rest of life (1 Samuel 15: 34-35).      

1 SAMUEL 16-20 – THE CHOOSING AND RISE OF DAVID AND THE SLOW DECLINE OF SAUL 

God chooses whom He chooses (1 Samuel 16:1-13). David’s appearance is pointed out as being ruddy, with 
beautiful eyes and handsome. Ruddy means red—is this his hair or skin? Esau was also ruddy with hair all 
over his body. The implication is that David had red hair, and this even taunted the Philistines (1 Samuel 
17:42). 

Although the youngest, he was not weak or inexperienced in war (1 Samuel 16:18). 

David begins his reign at age 30, reigns forty years, then dies at the age of 70. 

The timeline between 1 Samuel 16 – 2 Samuel 2 is unclear. For example, there is an unknown amount of 
time from when David is anointed until he is summoned to play the harp for Saul (1 Samuel 16:12-23). How 
long is the time from David’s anointing until he is crowned king? Anywhere from 10-20 years. My guess is 
that David was 9-10 when he was anointed and probably 15-20 by the time he is commissioned into Saul’s 
service (1 Samuel 17:14-15).  

The possibilities are inconsequential; David was not simply an inexperienced young man, but the Spirit 
of the Lord was mightily upon him and he was a valiant warrior even though a youth (1 Samuel 17:31-
37). 

There is no other David in the Bible. 

Although Samuel announced to Saul that God had rejected him, Saul was not immediately deposed; he 
remained king until his death. However, the consequences of his rejection are clear. Samuel, by the 
command of God, secretly anointed David as king at Bethlehem (1 Sam. 16:1-13). The Spirit of YHWH 
departed Saul, and an evil spirit began to terrify him. As a result, Saul fell into depression and he agreed to 
have someone found to play the harp for him so that his mood would be lifted. One of the servants says that 
he knows of a person who could fulfill that need, David, son of Jesse from Bethlehem (1 Samuel 16:14-23).  

What is going on with this evil spirit and David’s harp playing? 

First, evil spirit in Hebrew is “ruah-ra.” The only other use of this phrase is in Judges 9:23. The word for 
evil does not necessarily denote something wicked or demonic but can mean gloomy, adverse, or 
grievous (Genesis 40:7; Deuteronomy 6:22; Ecclesiastes 2:17). 
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We can determine that God sent something to Saul that vexed him greatly, a gloom, a feeling that 
adversity was all around him. 

Some have suggested that this is a mental illness (paranoia, bipolar, depression). The text says this is 
“from YHWH,” so natural mental issues are not at play. But we also know that God is not the author of 
sin or wickedness. 

1. God permitted demonic forces to plague Saul. 

2. God judged Saul by letting him know that He was in adversity to him, which drove Saul mad. 

Another war with the Philistines soon provided God the opportunity to demonstrate that David is indeed His 
anointed. Over the next 9 chapters and 10+ years, David proves his character and godly attributes time and 
time again. First is the defeat of the giant Goliath (1 Sam. 17:1–54), and Saul’s brave son, Jonathan, formed 
a bond of friendship with David (1 Sam. 17:55–18:5). With this victory, the women sang, “Saul hath slain a 
thousand, David ten thousand” (1 Sam. 18:7). Saul, in response, tries to kill David twice. Saul greatly feared 
David and places him above a thousand men of war, probably hoping that David would fall in battle.  

But David prospered greatly, and all Israel and Judah loved David. In response, Saul devises another 
plan to have one of his daughters marry David (1 Samuel 18:21). Saul planned to have the dowry for his 
daughter be 100 foreskins of the Philistines, thinking that David would fall in the battle. Instead, David 
kills 200 Philistines and brings Saul their foreskins. Saul’s plan backfires and this becomes even more 
reason for him to fear David (1 Samuel 18:27-30). 

Jonathan stood between Saul and David. Jonathan defied Saul by protecting David (1 Samuel 19:1-7). But 
when a new battle broke out and David led the army to a great victory, Saul’s jealousy overcame him again, 
but David escapes with the help of his wife, Michal, Saul’s daughter. David flees to Samuel and stays with 
him at Naioth.  

Something strange is happening! Read 1 Samuel 19:18-24 – Saul, overpowered by God, spoke as one of 
the prophets; YHWH prevented Saul from harming David.  

David and Jonathan make a covenant to one another and Jonathan vows to help David in any way 
possible (1 Samuel 20:17). Their plan is executed, but Saul gets very angry (1 Samuel 20:30-34). After 
this, David could only flee from Saul and leaves Saul’s house and also, after tears and farewells, leaves 
behind his best friend, Jonathan (1 Samuel 20:41-42).  
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DAVID AND GOLIATH 

The literary construct of this passage can be seen as a Hebrew Chiasm  

A. The Philistine Army Confronts Israel (vv. 1-3) 

B. David Accepts Goliath's Challenge (vv. 4-39) 

a. Goliath's armor (vv. 4-7) 

b. Goliath's challenge (vv. 8-10) 

c. Israel's response: fear (v. 11) 

d. Introduction to David (vv. 12-31a) 

c′ Saul's response: send for David (v. 31b) 

b′ David accepts Goliath's challenge (vv. 32-37) 

a′ David's armor (vv. 38-39) 

B′ David Defeats Goliath (vv. 40-51a) 

a. David selects sling and stones to kill Goliath (v. 40a)  

b. David draws near to Goliath (v. 40b) 

c. Goliath draws near to David (v. 41) 

d. Goliath taunts David (vv. 42-44) 

d′ David taunts Goliath (vv. 45-47) 

c′ Goliath draws near to David (v. 48a) 

b′ David draws near to Goliath (v. 48b) 

a′ David kills Goliath with sling and stones (vv. 49-51a) 

A′ The Philistine Army Flees from Israel (vv. 51b-54) 

Observations:  

1. Goliath was between 9-12 feet tall. 
2. David is not confident in his abilities but understands that YHWH is with him (1 Samuel 17:34-37, 

45-47). 
3. Some suggest that Saul’s attempt to armor David was to have people think it was Saul going out. 
4. Saul’s armor is thought to be too big and bulky for David, but David simply states that he does not 

wish to battle wearing untested gear (1 Samuel 17:38-40). 
5. David was strong enough to wield Goliath’s sword and cut off the head of a very large man (1 

Samuel 17:50-51) 
6. Why does Saul not recognize David? 
7. The text contrasts Saul’s incompetence with David’s faithfulness. 
8. Apologetics 


