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THE MESSIANIC HOPE – PART 2 

THE MESSIANIC HOPE 

The Messianic Hope –People of that time who read or heard the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) would 
conclude that it contained a message from God that demonstrated a prediction and a promise of a figure that 
would come, restore Israel, and reconcile the world to God.  

THE MESSIANIC HOPE IN THE TORAH 

John 5:46-47 – Moses wrote about the Messiah. This verse should cause us to review the first five books of 
the Bible (The Law, The Torah) and discover where Moses wrote about Jesus.  

Genesis 3:15 – Protoevangelium	–	the	first	good	news.	In	the	face	of	sin,	death,	and	destruction,	YHWH	
makes	an	unexpected	announcement.	There	is	good	news	despite	the	worst	thing	that	had	ever	
happened	in	the	history	of	creation.	There	is	the	promise	of	a	seed	that	would	defeat	the	adversary	
and	obtain	victory	in	death.	

There are three reasons why this is understood as a Messianic promise and a prediction: 

1. The word “zera” is the word offspring which indicates a future event. 
2. The pronoun “hû” is a third-person singular masculine pronoun – He will bruise you (the 

serpent) on the head. The statement promises the serpent that there would be one offspring from 
the woman who would be at enmity with him. 

3. Death blows would be exchanged (bruise). 

There are possible implications as well: 

1. The seed of the woman may refer to the fact that this one would not come from the seed of man. 
2. The seed of the serpent possibly speaks of one that would try to match this seed of the woman. 
3. The death blows could indicate that one of the two survives death. 

The one who reads this passage literally must conclude that there is One who would come to fix the 
situation brought about by the fall. 

The word seed is also used elsewhere in the Torah to refer to this promised One: 

Genesis 22:17-18 – When we look at the term seed in Hebrew, it is always singular. The verb tense 
tells us whether something is singular or plural. “In blessing, I will bless you and in multiplying, I 
will multiply your seed like the stars of the heavens and like the sand of the shore of the sea; and 
your seed, He will take possession of the gate of his enemies and by your seed, all the nations of the 
earth will be blessed….” The reader must conclude that out of the descendants of Abraham there 
would be One who would be a blessing to the whole world. 

Numbers 24:5-9, 14 – Within the oracle of Balaam, “The seed of Jacob…Jehovah has planted 
Jacob…and his Seed may be higher than Agag their king, and His kingdom will be exalted…I will 
do this in the latter days.” The reader must conclude that there will be One who will be a king above 
all kings. 

Genesis 49:10 – This passage is not without its difficulties. Many believe Shiloh to be a proper noun, 
mistakenly thinking it is a synonym for shalom. The literal translation is “until that it comes what is to him, 
and to him (is) the obedience of the peoples.” The	rule	of	Israel	will	not	leave	the	tribe	of	Judah	until	the	
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One	to	whom	it	belongs	comes.	In	other	words,	one	descendant	from	the	tribe	of	Judah	will	rule.	This	
is	the	ultimate	King,	not	just	any	king,	and	He	will	rule	all	people	(not	just	His	people).	

Numbers	24:17	–	The	oracle	of	Balaam:	Reading	this	plainly,	there	will	be	one	who	will	arise	from	
Jacob	and	crush	Moab	and	take	Edom	as	a	possession.	The	student	of	the	Hebrew	Scriptures	would	
also	consider	Amos	9:11-12	in	light	of	this	predictive	text.					

Deuteronomy	18:15-19	–	A	prophet	like	Moses:	In	the	Hebrew	text,	the	Prophet	Moses	is	unique	in	all	
the	history	of	Israel.	He	spoke	to	God	face-to-face	(Exodus	33:11;	Deuteronomy	34:10).	Moses	
interceded	for	the	people	(Exodus	32-33),	and	he	delivered	his	people	from	bondage	(Exodus	1-19).	
The	reader	would	be	forced	to	ponder	about	this	predicted	prophet.	It	does	not	say	that	there	would	
be	many	but	one	that	will	come	after	Moses.	

Possible	Messianic	symbolism:	

1. The	Lamb	of	God	

a. Abrahamic	prophetic	lamb	(Genesis	22:1-3;	6-8)	

b. Passover	lamb	(Exodus	12)	

c. Consecration	of	the	firstborn	(Exodus	13:1-13)	

d. Lamb	for	a	sin	offering	(Leviticus	5:1-6)	

2. The	Tabernacle	

a. God	tented	with	His	people	(Exodus	40:34-35)	

b. The	bronze	altars	(Exodus	27:1-8)	

c. The	mercy	seat;	atonement	(Exodus	25:22;	Leviticus	16)		

3. Animal	sacrifices	that	reference	the	Messiah	(Leviticus	1-6)	

a. Male	without	blemish	

b. Covering	of	sin	

c. Blood	spilled	

CONCLUSION 

Reading the Torah from Genesis through Deuteronomy would leave the student with a sense of it being 
incomplete. The world was created perfect, but sin entered. God promised that there would be One that 
would come to fix the sin issue.  

As history progresses, more information is given about the family-line of this Messiah. In Genesis 3, we see 
that the promise is of the Seed of the woman, and it was not until 2,000 years later that the promise of that 
One descendent would be of the line of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and finally Judah. 

In the Torah, we begin to see some of the qualities of the Messiah come into focus. He will be a king, He 
will die, but will give the death blow, and His rule will be perpetual. He will be a unique prophet like 
Moses. The Levitical sacrificial system with the tabernacle would leave an Israelite curious as to how this 
plays into the plan of God and how Messiah is related to this system. 


