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1 CHRONICLES 1-9 

GENEALOGICAL TABLES, WITH BRIEF HISTORICAL STATEMENTS 

I. Genealogies of the Patriarchs 

1.      The Genealogy from Adam to Noah – 1:1-4 

2.      The Descendants of Noah’s Sons – 1:5-23 

3.      From Shem to Abraham – 1:24-27 

4.      The Descendants of Abraham – 1:28-42 

5.      The Kings and Dukes of Edom – 1:43-54 

6.      The Twelve Sons of Israel – 2:1-2 

II. Genealogies of the Tribes of Israel 

7.      The Tribe of Judah 

      (1) General Genealogies of the Tribe of Judah – 2:3-17, 21-41, 4:1-23 

      (2) Three Accounts of the Descendants of Caleb – 2:18-20, 2:42-49, 2:50-55 

      (3) The Family of David – 3:1-9  

      (4) The Line of David, through Solomon – 3:10-24 

8.      The Tribe of Levi 

      (1) The Line of Aaron – 6:1-15, 6:49-53 

      (2) The Descendants of Gershom, Kohath, and Merari – 6:16-30 

      (3) The Ancestors of the Songmasters, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan – 6:31-48 

      (4) The Cities of the Levites – 6:54-81 

9.      The Tribe of Reuben – 5:1-10 

10.    The Tribe of Gad – 5:11-17 

11.    The Half-Tribe of Manasseh (East of Jordan) – 5:23-24 

12.    The Tribe of Simeon – 4:24-43 

13.    The Tribe of Issachar – 7:1-5 

14.    The Tribe of Naphtali – 7:13 

15.    The Half-Tribe of Manasseh (West of Jordan) – 7:14-19 

16.    The Tribe of Ephraim – 7:20-29 

17.    The Tribe of Asher – 7:30-40 

18.    The Tribe of Benjamin 

      (1) General Genealogies of the Tribe – 7:6-12; 8:1-28 

      (2) The House of Saul – 1 Samuel 14:49-51; 1 Chronicles 8:29-40, 9:35-44 
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19.    Appendix: Additional Historical Statements 

      (1) War of the Three Trans-Jordan Tribes with Foreign Armies –5:18-22 

      (2) The Inhabitants of Jerusalem – 9:2-34 

1 SAMUEL 1-3 – The Early Life of Samuel 

The first three chapters of 1 Samuel concern the transition from Judge Eli to Judge Samuel. Throughout this 
section, Eli is a priest to the Lord. 1 Samuel 4:18 – After the death of Eli, it is stated that he judged Israel for 
40 years. Eli was both priest and judge. 

As stated previously, a judge is an unusual office and, at times, one worked also as a prophet. Here we 
have Eli as judge and priest. The offices of prophet, priest, and king were generally held exclusively. We 
usually do not see multiple offices held at one time, but there are exceptions. Deborah, Eli, Samuel, 
David, and Solomon are some of those exceptions. 

In 1 Samuel 1, we see that Samuel has an established pedigree and his father, Elkanah, was a godly man 
who not only sacrificed and worshiped the Lord annually according to the Word of God, but he also gave 
his family means to sacrifice to the Lord.  

Elkanah had two wives, one who had children (Peninnah) and one who was barren (Hannah). Hannah 
was distressed and would be tormented by Peninnah for not having children, and Elkanah tried to 
comfort her (1:8). 

1 Samuel 1:9-11 – This section is significant as it establishes what Samuel would become. Samuel is not 
a Levite (he’s an Ephraimite), so to serve the Lord in the temple, he needed to take the oath of a 
Nazarite, the same as Sampson (Numbers 30:6-11; Judges 13:5). 

Eli, the priest/judge, saw Hannah praying and thought she had been drinking. After Hannah clarified the 
situation, Eli encouraged her and sent her on her way, and she was no longer sad. 

God grants Hannah’s request. After Samuel was weaned, Hannah takes Samuel back to the house of the 
Lord and has Samuel worship the Lord. She then dedicates Samuel to the Lord and sings a song to YHWH 
(2:1-10). 

2:1 – The first verse forms the introduction to the song. Holy joy in the Lord at the blessing which she 
had received: 

2:2-3 – God is holy though His actions and man’s actions are weighed against the Lord. 

2:4-9 – The men who carry the bow will be broken inwardly. “Bows of the mighty” indicates the ones 
carrying bows. This to be taken in the sense of having their spirits or their courage broken. 

The rich will become so poor as to be obliged to hire themselves out for bread. Hannah reflects on 
how the downtrodden are exalted and the proud are humbled.  

God is the sovereign Lord and, as long as one worships and honors God, they can be sure of proper 
success.   

2:10 – It begins very direct as the Name of the Lord is invoked (YHWH - Jehovah). Those who contend 
against Him are broken, both inwardly and outwardly. Thunder is a sign of the reproach of the Lord to 
judgment. With thunder, man is made to feel alarmed by the presence of the omnipotent God. 
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There is debate over this verse. Is this verse prophetic? Many theologians believe it is eschatological. 

“Hannah’s prayer rises up to a prophetic glance at the consummation of the kingdom of 
God. As certainly as the Lord God keeps the righteous at all times, and casts down the 
wicked, so certainly will He judge the whole world, to hurl down all His foes, and perfect 
His kingdom which He has founded in Israel. And as every kingdom culminates in its 
throne, or in the full might and government of a king, so the kingdom of God can only 
attain its full perfection in the king whom the Lord will give to His people and endow with 
His might.” ~ Delitzch and Keil 

But is this about the Messiah? Anointed is the Hebrew word “masiah,” but the word speaks for priests 
and kings. Is Hannah speaking of what she knows, having been well versed in the prophetic utterances 
of the Torah? Or is she speaking in the Spirit herself? This is a question that I cannot answer. It is 
contained in Scripture, but it is also a recording of someone’s prayer.  

It appears that Hannah is reveling in God’s ability to exalt the leader He chooses; when God chooses a 
leader, he is also called His anointed.  

The theology contained in this song is vital to understanding the character of Samuel. Hannah raised 
Samuel in the fear and admonition of the Lord, and Samuel’s first action is to worship and sacrifice to 
the Lord. Samuel lives a life that is fully dedicated to God and his mother played a major part. 

After Samuel is left to serve the Lord with Eli, Hannah would come up annually to give Samuel new 
clothes. Because of her faithfulness, she was blessed with five more children, three sons and two 
daughters.  

In chapter 2, there is a contrast to Hannah and Samuel with the sons of Eli. The sons of Eli were also priest 
by birthright, but they did evil by stealing portions of sacrifices and offerings before they would be properly 
sacrificed. They would also commit acts of immorality.  

Verses 12-17 – Sins of Eli’s sons 

Verses 18-21 – Hannah’s commitment and Samuel’s growth before the Lord 

Verses 22-25 – Eli confronts his sons, but they are obstinate 

Verse 26 – Samuel’s growth before the Lord 

Verses 27-36 – A man of God prophesies against Eli’s sons 

Chapter 3:1-21 – Samuel is called as a prophet 

1 SAMUEL 4-6 – Israel Defeated 

Israel went to war with the Philistines, but they lost. So, they pulled out the secret weapon, the ark of the 
covenant. But who went before the ark? Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas. The Philistines despair, but they 
defeat Israel, killing 30,000 men, including Hophni and Phinehas, and they capture the ark of the covenant.  

CONCLUSION 

A Book of Transition 

The faithfulness of Elkanah, Hannah, and Samuel 

The faithfulness of God – If Israel Fails, YHWH will still make Himself known 


