
EPHESIANS CHAPTER 1 

Beth Haven Church, Kansas City, Missouri Ephesians 003 

Review of the Purpose of the Letter 

Paul’s purpose for this letter is to enlighten the Ephesians as to the plan of God, to have them understand the 
gifts God has given believers (1:3) so that they would not be isolated from Jewish believers and, even 
though they used to be far from Christ, to know that they have now been brought near (2:11-15) so that they 
would understand their purpose on earth in being the new administrators during this time under the title 
“ekklesia” (3:9-10). Furthermore, they must not conclude that this “ekklesia” is an afterthought or that Jews 
were more complete or better in some way. This new administration is in accordance with His eternal 
purpose, even though it was not revealed previously (3:4-5, 11). 

Ephesians 1:1-2 

This is a rather short and simple introduction. In the last lesson, we discussed Paul and the people of 
Ephesus. In verse 1, we see these identification markers. 

Paul is an apostle of Jesus Christ – the term apostle is “ἀπόστολος apostolos” and means one sent out. Of 
Jesus Christ allows the one holding the office of apostle to proclaim the foundations of our doctrines (John 
16:13, 17:18-21; Ephesians 2:19-21, 4:11-12; Hebrews 2:1-4; 2 Peter 3:1-2; Jude 17). Remember, Jesus did 
not write anything down. He commissioned the apostles to be witnesses and write down what the Holy 
Spirit directed so that we have Scripture to study. 

The Ephesians are saints – saints is the word “ἅγιος hagios” and means holy, separate, or consecrated. Do 
not get mystical about this word. The reason that believers are designated as holy (holy ones, saints) is not 
because they act holy. This word demonstrates their position with God (1 Cor 1:2). 

The saints at Ephesus are faithful in Christ Jesus – faithful is the word “πιστός pistos.” This is an adjective 
in the predicate position.  

***Grammar alert*** Both in English and Greek, adjectives can say different things. An attributive 
adjective gives a quality of the subject. In the previous line, the word “ἅγιος hagios” is an adjective in 
the attributive position. 

In this phrase, “πιστός pistos” is also an adjective but is in the predicate position. This adjective tells 
something about the subject. For example, “the good man” versus “the man was good.” Both adjectives, 
saints and faithful, modify the ones at Ephesus. 

Why is this important? Because being called saints speaks of their position; faithful speaks of their 
status. This word is reserved for those who have been given a task and have either fulfilled it or are 
continuing with the instruction and admonition of the Lord (1 Corinthians 4:2; Ephesians 6:21; 
Colossians 1:7). 

Paul typically opens his letters with grace and peace and the phrase is used in all 13 of his letters. Also, 
Peter and John use the same greeting in their letters (1 and 2 Peter; 2 John and Revelation). Paul desires that 
his readers have the enjoyment of the free, loving grace of God and the peace that comes from it. 
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Ephesians 1:3-14  

Doxology 

This is an introductory doxology. Normally in Paul’s letters, he begins with a word of thanks for the 
audience (Romans, 1 Corinthians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 2 Timothy, Philemon). 
Only one other time does Paul begin a letter with a blessing to God (2 Corinthians 1:3-4), but there, it is not 
a doxology. 

What is a doxology? The term comes from the Greek word “doxa” and means glory, radiance, 
brightness, or splendor. A doxology focuses the reader on the glory of God by proclaiming His nature, 
His characteristics, or His actions. That would cause a reader to say, “Wow, what an amazing God!” 

By my count, Paul has 5 other doxologies: Romans 11:33-36, 16:25-27; Ephesians 3:20-21; 1 Timothy 
1:17, 6:15-16. 

Why is this a doxology? The word “doxa” is used three times in verse 3-14 (6, 12, 14). Even though this is 
extended and the lengthiest of Paul’s doxologies, it comes at the beginning (strange) of the letter. The 
reason to give glory to God, “to the praise of His glory,” is not because of His character or His nature, rather 
it is because of what God has done for us and who we are in Him “to the praise of His glory!” 

Whenever we have something unique, we need to pay attention and ask, “Why is this here at this point in 
the letter?” 

We must remember the purpose of the letter and read this section knowing that Paul is engaging the 
“ekklesia” and ensuring that they understand their position and role in this new administration. Therefore, 
this doxology is to the praise of His glory because of what God has done for believers in Christ. This gives 
all believers equal standing; the Gentile believers are equal to the Jewish believers.  

  


