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THE MESSIANIC HOPE – PART 1 

INTRODUCTION 

God, through His power, wisdom, and love, created this world and everything in this universe. This entire 
system, all the animals, and mankind (Adam and Eve) were created good, very good. Adam and Eve were 
placed in charge and had full dominion over creation. What happened? Eve was deceived, and Adam fell by 
the sin of rebellion against our creator God; by this sin, all of creation was cursed and fell into rebellion. 
Death is now the unfortunate reality for all life. But God, being rich in mercy and grace, had a plan for 
redemption and reconciliation even before Adam sinned. That program is the Messianic Hope. 

DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Messianic/Messiah – The term is a transliteration from Hebrew “māshîach (mah-shee-akh)” and means 
anointed (anointed priest, anointed king). But there is also a technical definition. When it is not used as an 
attribute, it is used as an office of a future person sent by God who will sit on the throne of David, bring 
restoration to Israel, reconcile the world to God, and establish a kingdom that will be the center of peace and 
justice. (Psalm 2:2; Daniel 9:25-26) 

This term is also used in the New Testament but only two times because it is transliterated into Greek 
(John 1:41, 4:25-26). In John 1, we see that the translation of Messiah from Hebrew into Greek is 
Christos, transliterated into English as Christ. This is used 529 times in the New Testament. 

Therefore, when we say Christ, we are saying Messiah. The Messianic Hope then is the hope for the 
Christ. In both languages, the meaning is rooted in anointed, but the office of Messiah (Christ) takes on 
a sense of the Expected One. In some languages, an attempt is made to represent the significance of the 
terms Χριστός and Μεσσίας by translating them ‘God’s appointed One,’ ‘God’s specially chosen One,’ 
or ‘the expected One,’ in the sense of the One to whom everyone was looking for help and deliverance. 

Prophecy – Is a word that indicates speaking in the name of a deity. Sometimes, this indicates stating events 
before they occur. When we think of prophecy, we normally think of a prediction. This has merit, but 
prophecy is simply a message from God given to men (2 Peter 1:19-21). Prophecy is the Word of God 
spoken through a chosen vessel (prophet), and then we observe whether or not the passage is predictive.  

Hope – In this context, we understand this is the biblical use of hope, not the English definition of hope. In 
Hebrew, the word is either “tiqvah,” “betach,” or “miqvah.” All three words, when in the context of the 
future, indicate an expectation or something that one takes as security. In Greek, “elpis” is the word that 
indicates an expectation. Hope is something not yet attained; it is futuristic, but it is assured. 

The Messianic Hope – People of the time that read or heard the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) would 
conclude that contains a message from God that demonstrates a prediction and a promise of a figure that 
would come, restore Israel, and reconcile the world to God.  

GOAL OF THIS STUDY 

By the end of this multi-part study, the student should be able to understand, believe, and have a basis for 
how the Old Testament is Messianic in nature and be able to explain some key passages regarding the 
Messianic Hope. 
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PROCESS OF THIS STUDY 

This study will go through the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) and exegetically review passages from 
the Law (The Torah; the first five books of the Bible), the Historical Narrative (Joshua through Nehemiah), 
the poetic literature (Job-Ecclesiastes), and the Prophets (Isaiah-Malachi). 

The review will not immediately look at the New Testament for fulfillment but attempt to explain the 
passage from the perspective of the readers before the New Testament was written.  

IMPORTANCE OF THIS STUDY 

Why do we believe the Bible? Many find the wisdom in Scripture to be helpful; they like the parts that talk 
about love and Proverbs. For many, the Bible is a pragmatic tool. For me, I wanted to know truth; I wanted 
to know if the Bible was true. How do you go about verifying the truth of an ancient writing?  

The first thing is to verify the historical accuracy of the content of historical data. This is where external 
observations come in. The Bible’s history has never been disproven through archeology. 

But historical accuracy, in and of itself, does not prove that the claims of the Bible are true. We know 
the Bible is true is because we can demonstrate that it is supernaturally revealed to the writers. We do 
that by demonstrating that the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) contains information that was 
predicted and has come true. 

YHWH God, through the Bible, states that this is the test of anyone who would be a god (Isaiah 41:21-23, 
44:6-8, 45:21-22, 46:8-10). Many of the predictive utterances in the Old Testament are about the Messiah, 
and, as we can see, this is the claim from Jesus Himself and those who testify about Him. This brings us to 
the final point of this introduction.  

THE BIBLICAL BASIS FOR THIS STUDY 

John 5:46-47 – This stands on its own. Moses wrote about the Messiah. Where? How? This verse should 
cause us to review the first five books (The Law, The Torah) and discover where Moses wrote about Jesus. 

Luke 24:25-27, 44-45 – After the resurrection, Jesus appeared to His disciples who were not understanding 
who the Messiah was to be. 

Acts 17:1-3 – In Acts, the apostles took the Scriptures and demonstrated that Jesus is the One that was 
spoken of long ago, and the events that happened during His first coming were predicted in Scripture.  

CONCLUSION 

The message that Jesus is the Messiah is so evident throughout the New Testament (Greek Scriptures), but it 
is also proclaimed through the Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures). This is 
foundational and often overlooked in today’s churches. 

We must ground ourselves in the foundational elements of Messianic understanding so that we are 
confident, unwavering, and able to use the Scriptures properly to reason with unbelievers, demonstrating 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Savior, and all who believe in Him have eternal life. 

 

 


