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Ruth 3:10-11 – Then he said, "May you be blessed of the LORD, my daughter. You 
have shown your last kindness to be better than the first by not going after young 
men, whether poor or rich. Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you whatever 
you ask, for all my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence.” 

Review 

1. Naomi is a woman from Bethlehem, Judah.  

2. Ruth is Naomi’s daughter-in-law and is not an Israelite but a Moabite. 

3. Both Naomi’s husband and Ruth’s husband (Naomi’s son) have died leaving them destitute. 

4. After insisting that Ruth goes back to her family, probably for survival, Ruth responds: 

But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will 
go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. “Where 
you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. Thus, may the LORD do to me, and worse, if anything but 
death parts you and me.” When she saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her 
(Ruth 1:16-18). 

This statement shows that Ruth became a proselyte, coming under the banner of Israel by dedicating 
herself to the God of Israel and the people of Israel.  

5. Naomi decides to return to Bethlehem, and she and Ruth arrive at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

6. To provide for herself and Naomi, Ruth gleans in the fields behind the workers gathering what was 
dropped or missed by the reapers. 

7. Ruth had a good reputation as a Moabite who had decided to come under the nation of Israel and YHWH, 
as well as loving and providing for Naomi. 

8. Boaz notices Ruth’s hard work and he offers her the opportunity to finish the harvest in his field under his 
protection and work with his maids. 

9. Boaz further demonstrates grace by giving her additional gleaning opportunities, albeit covertly.  

10. Naomi instructs Ruth to do as Boaz says, telling her that Boaz is a near relative, a “ga’al.” 

11. Ruth completes the three-month work season of both barley and wheat harvest working in Boaz’s field. 

12. Chapter 3 is about the proposal and request from Ruth to Boaz as she was directed by Naomi. 

13. Chapter 3 emphasizes Ruth’s priorities as she chose to request “ga’al” on behalf of Naomi rather than to 
chase young men. 

14. Boaz is honored and shows himself to be a man of integrity, dignity, and one that follows the intent of 
God’s Law by looking after orphans and widows. 

15. Before Boaz can fulfill the responsibility of a kinsman-redeemer “ga’al”, he must offer the right of 
redemption of the land to a closer redeemer. Remember, there are no rules that apply to Ruth regarding a 
“ga’al.”   
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Chapter 4:1-8 

Verse 1 begins with the traditional process used in that era to settle matters of land redemption. It takes 
place at the city gate because that was the traditional place where legal transactions were concluded. For 
example, Abraham purchased a burial place for Sarah at the city gate. Kings would sit at the city gates to 
hear disputes. Elders would meet at the city gates to make important decisions. The city gate was also where 
people met to debate politics or simply to have friendly conversations. It was the courtroom, legislative 
house, community center, and town square. If you wanted to be sure to run into someone at some point 
during the day, you sat at the city gate and waited for them. Boaz waits for the closer “ga’al” of Elimelech’s 
family to walk through the gate and summons him. This account does not reveal the identity of this man 
because, apparently, it is not relevant to the story.  

Boaz asks the man to come and sit down and then asks that 10 elders of the city also sit as witnesses to the 
proceedings. Being called elders meant that these men were recognized as community authorities with the 
power to decide cases.  

With all the needed parties in attendance, Boaz now states the situation. He offers the man the opportunity 
to buy the land from Naomi. Boaz explains to the man that he is the nearest qualifying “ga’al” and has the 
right of first refusal to redeem the land through purchase, but Boaz also makes it clear to him that if he 
doesn’t wish to redeem the land that Boaz will assume that duty. 

After the man says he will redeem it, Boaz tells him that he must also fulfill the duty of “ga’al” by marrying 
Ruth and giving her offspring on behalf of Elimelech and the dead sons. The man says he cannot do it and 
gives the right to redeem the land to Boaz. He signifies this by taking off his sandal and giving it to Boaz.  

Observations 

Notice that Boaz begins with placing the emphasis on Naomi since Ruth has no standing with the land but is 
seen as in the care of Naomi. Also, remember that Ruth is not the main focal point of this account; she’s not 
the main one being redeemed. She participates and benefits from the redemptive process, but Ruth’s actions 
redeem Naomi and Elimelech’s line. Ruth is the solution to Naomi’s problem. 

It appears that Boaz springs the news about Ruth on the man. As stated before, Ruth has no legal claim to 
this. Does Boaz skirt around the side of the law? Is there something we do not understand? We don’t know. 
Perhaps the people of Judah have already adopted the rules of a “ga’al” to include foreign wives. Perhaps 
Boaz is regarded so highly that the claim is simply accounted as factual. Regardless, this statement is 
enough for the closer “ga’al” to reconsider redeeming the land. 

In verse 6, the man states that there is a potential loss to his inheritance. The redemption would cost money. 
If he acquired the field by redemption as his permanent property, he would have increased his possessions in 
the land. But if he were to marry Ruth, the field would then belong to the son that he would have with her. 
Evidently, he claims that the cost of buying the land just to give it to Ruth’s son would jeopardize his wealth 
that he would have passed on to his own son. 

The tradition of sandal exchanges is cleared up in verse 7. Evidently, when this was written, this was not the 
tradition. This tradition is probably borrowed from Deuteronomy 25:8-10, but during this time in Ruth, the 
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exchanging of the sandal didn’t bring shame to the person but was simply a sign completing one’s release of 
rights to a redemption. 

Verses 9-10  

Boaz then proclaims that he is redeeming the land and everything that belonged to Naomi through 
Elimelech that would have normally been passed down to the sons of Naomi. 

Boaz also states clearly that he will marry Ruth to restore the line of the Elimelech and Mahlon. The son of 
Boaz and Ruth would have the property that Boaz is redeeming as his own. This implies that Boaz probably 
has other sons who have an inheritance of his original possessions. 

Observations 

The text neither gets into the marital status of Boaz nor is it important. The law regarding a “ga’al” does not 
take in to account the previous or current relationship of the “ga’al.” 

Verses 11-12  

The witnesses confirm the transaction and give a blessing to Ruth and Boaz. 

They give the greatest of all marriage blessings: “May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your 
home like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built the house of Israel.” These are the two matriarchs of the 
twelve tribes. Remember that the concubines were stand-ins for the wives.  

In the blessing “may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and become famous in Bethlehem,” the word for 
wealth is “ לִיַח  chayil” and is used in Ruth 2:1 and 3:11. This word would then mean a good, powerful, and 
valiant reputation. Become famous literally means to call out a name. The meaning of this phrase, which is 
only used here, indicates having a well-known legacy or to be remembered. 

Ruth 4:12 – “May your house become like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah” refers to Genesis 
38. It was from Perez that the ancestors of Boaz were descended. This blessing speaks more specifically to 
the patriarch of their line than that of Israel in general. 

All three matriarchs in this linage were also not from the seed of Abraham. I don’t know if that was 
intentional by those giving the blessing, but the fact that they desire that Boaz has a linage through Ruth that 
is similar to other non-familial women indicates that they do not hold any animosity toward Ruth being a 
Moabitess.  

Verses 13-18  

At the birth of a son to Ruth, the women said to Naomi, “Blessed is the LORD who has not left you without 
a redeemer today, and may his name become famous in Israel.” This redeemer was not Boaz, but the son 
that was just born. They called him a redeemer of Naomi, not because he would one day redeem the whole 
of Naomi’s possessions, but because, as the son of Ruth, he was also the son of Naomi and, as such, would 
take away the reproach of childlessness from her, would comfort her, and care for her in her old age. 
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Ruth is then recognized for her part: “…who loves you and is better to you than seven sons.” The number 
seven usually signifies completion and having seven sons means that the woman was tremendously blessed 
and was to be congratulated. Naomi, however, had a still more valuable treasure in her daughter-in-law. 

Naomi, therefore, adopted this grandson as her own child; she took the boy to her bosom and became his 
nurse. This is not just a simple statement of love but shows she will give particular attention to the caring for 
and rearing of the child so that he will learn and take over as the new patriarch for the line of Elimelech. 

The neighboring women said of the newborn son, “A son has been born to Naomi,” and they gave the child 
the name of Obed. Obed means “the serving one,” as he was the one who lived entirely for his grandmother 
and would take care of her. Obed is the father of Jesse, the father of David.  

Theological impact 

The reader may have been intrigued by the story, but this demonstration of grace, faithfulness, valor, 
courage, and love for YHWH that was unique in the time of the judges provides not only a good moral, this 
is also the patriarch and matriarch of David the King.  

It tells of Ruth’s faithfulness to the Law, though a Moabite woman, and God’s mercy and grace.  

It demonstrates the grace of a prominent man of Israel who upheld the more important facets of the Law (to 
show mercy, to love justice, and to walk humbly with YHWH). 

The story of Ruth is often seen as a picture of Jesus, the “ga’al” for the Gentile bride, the church. Is this true? 
One writer starts his book this way: 

“Why would God put a story of a Gentile in the Jewish O.T. Bible?  Why is this significant? What 
information does it convey and reveal to us? Is the book of Ruth a prophetic statement on events to come? I 
will be going through this book of the Bible chapter by chapter and then wrap it up with a study of the 
typologies and symbolism given to us in the book of Ruth.” 

Typology is one of those obscure systems that are not well defined and is often stretched, giving the meaning 
and authority to the commentator. There are types and antitypes in the Bible. But Ruth and Boaz are never 
mentioned in Scripture as a type.  

Who is redeemed? It is actually Naomi who is redeemed. The idea of Jesus being a kinsman-redeemer may be a 
nice concept but is not scriptural (Matthew 20:28; Luke 24:21; Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 1:18).  


