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EPHESIANS 12 QUESTIONS 

1. Who wrote this book?  

The Apostle Paul (1:1). A review of Paul will come later. 

2. To whom is the book addressed? 

To the saints at Ephesus (1:1). Later, the audience will be examined in greater detail. 

3. What is the situation that caused Paul to want to write this letter? 

This letter includes very little correction. Some of the imperatives may indicate that they were 
beginning to be involved in practices they ought not to be doing. But the tone and urgency are 
not that of other corrective material (Galatians, Corinthians, Colossians, Thessalonians). This 
seems to be a letter that is dedicated to a “whole gospel” understanding. The letter addresses 
the gospels of justification, Christian growth, administration, and glorification (eternal truths). 

With that being said, I am becoming more convinced of a potential situation in this letter that 
may have been the reason that Paul wrote this letter. 

Something is lacking in the doctrinal understanding of the church at Ephesus. That 
deficiency has an impact on their ability to function. In 1:17-19, Paul has a desire for them: 

1. Given a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him 

2. Eyes of your heart are enlightened so that you will know: 

a. The hope of His calling 

b. The riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints 

c. The surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe 

Why does Paul desire this? Because it is lacking. What information are they lacking? We 
must read the letter and decide what is being emphasized. What negative impact does this 
lack of knowledge have? This is what, I believe, is the occasion for the letter. 

In 2:11-3:10, Paul gives the inferential conclusion based on the previously stated doctrines. 
The main point of this section is that Gentile believers and Jewish believers are both a part 
of a new organization. The overall impression of the first chapter is that in this new entity, the 
church (ekklesia), believers are not just an afterthought. Gentile believers are fellow heirs 
with the Jews, and this new entity has been foreseen and chosen to be the pillar of truth 
during this economy.  

I am convinced that the Gentile believers in Ephesus did not know this or they had become 
convinced otherwise. They believed that they were not as special as Jewish believers. 
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4. What was the purpose of the writing?  

Understanding why Paul wrote this letter, we can now advance into the purpose of the letter. 
First, the purpose is to enlighten them as the plan of God, to have them understand the gifts of 
God to believers (1:3) so that they would not be isolated from Jewish believers, and, even 
though they were far from Christ, they have now been brought near (2:11-15) so that they would 
understand their purpose on earth in being the new administrators during this time under the title 
church (3:9-10). Furthermore, they must not surmise that this new thing, the church, is an 
afterthought and that Jews were more complete or better in some way, but it is in accordance 
with His eternal purpose, just not revealed previously (3:4-5, 11).  

After explaining these doctrines, Paul then shifts to implore the Ephesian believers to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling (4:1), but he then reiterates that there is only one body (4:4). This 
contrasts their idea that there were multiple bodies (Jew and Gentile to be specific). All who 
believe in Jesus are in the body of Christ; nationality no longer matters. 

4:11-16 gives the main purpose of the book: growth to maturity in love and unity. 

Emphasis on a believer’s walk picks up in 4:17 and notice that Paul tells them not to walk as the 
Gentiles walk. This is important to understand as many have inferred this to mean that believers 
are now part of Israel. Israel is still a national entity and the Gentile nations are still a reality. 
Believers are called out, out of the world, and are now citizens of Heaven (Philippians 3:20). In 
respect to morality, Israel is not like the Gentile nations who are perverse and worship demons, 
and the church is urged to not walk like the Gentiles (notice it does not say to walk like Jews) 
but to have a life that is consistent with the nature and doctrines of God and Jesus Christ. The 
rest of the letter is Paul explaining clearly what type of behavior is consistent with the calling of 
God.   

5. Where was Paul when he wrote this letter?  

He is in prison (3:1, 4:1). There are three imprisonments that we know (Rome, Caesarea, and 
Philippi). The imprisonment in Philippi seems too short, so that leaves us with Caesarea and 
Rome. Both imprisonments are later (Acts 23:23-26, 28:11-31). There is also the potential for 
others that are not recorded or happened after the conclusion of Acts. There is also an outside 
possibility that this was written during the transport of Paul from Caesarea to Rome. 

The internal information indicates that Tychicus is the carrier of the letter (6:21-22) and that he 
carried also the letter to Colossians (4:7-8). Not only does this demonstrate Paul’s ability to 
communicate, but he also had the opportunity to receive visitors. These details lead us to 
conclude with fairly good certainty that this was written from Rome (Acts 28:16, 30-31). 

6. When was it written? 

Since we can identify with confidence the location, the date of this letter is fairly easy. This was 
probably between 60-62 AD. 
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7. What were the circumstances of Paul when he wrote?  

Paul is in prison, longing to see them again but forced to remain in chains. However, he is free 
to write and provide necessary doctrinal information that would be preserved for thousands of 
years. Even though Paul’s situation is difficult, his thoughts are for their troubles (3:13), and he 
tells them to imitate his attitude and behavior (5:1). 

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

This is a mixed crowd of believers (Jew and Gentile). The Jews have a severe legalistic 
background and believe their nationality has made them better than the Gentiles. The Gentiles 
have a history of perverse, pagan practices. This may lead them to think that they are in some 
way less than their Jewish counterparts. The one area of concern that Paul has for them is their 
unity as the “ekklesia.” Paul overtly explains the mystery of the Jew and Gentile administration 
in Jesus Christ under this new banner.    

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

This is Paul’s lighter side, the love that his words demonstrate show how to be straightforward 
and not allow for inconsistencies but with a gentle hand rather than with the full authority of an 
Apostle.   

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

In Him – used over 40 times, the spiritual benefits of being “in Him,” a review of how you were 
saved (brief soteriology), the doctrine of the church, the manner and goal of spiritual maturity, 
the believer’s manner of life (walk), being subject to one another, the armor of God 

There are many doctrinally heavy passages in this letter. The goal of this study is to ensure that 
the student understands the content of the letter and the depth we tread will be, at times, 
intense. For example, 1:3-14 is often called a doxology, a concentration of details that explain 
why should “give praise to His glory.” 

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

Ephesians 4:11-16 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

Paul uses some of the most complex Greek of all his writings, lengthy and complex sentences 
(1:3-14). 

“Love” is used 10 times in every chapter. The letter is written with care and the emphatic use of 
“in Him” shows a deep concern for the spiritual stability of the people. Paul desires to encourage 
these believers and give them the doctrinal understanding necessary to be able to live their lives 
with confidence, pleasing God in all things. 


