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BIBLE DOCTRINE: WHO IS GOD? PART 1 

INTRODUCTION 

The Bible can be simplified into various themes that run from its beginning to end. Some of the themes are 
the redemptive program, the Messianic thread, creation/corruption/restoration, among others. The primary 
expression of the Bible answers the question, who is God? 

This study will look at the primary characteristics, actions, and plan of God. It would take a lifetime to 
cover all the details. The student of the Word of God is tasked with perpetually understanding and growing 
in knowledge of God. 

INCOMPREHENSIBILITY 

Incomprehensibility is defined as the inability to be known. This attribute does not relate to man’s ability 
but to God’s character. Because of God’s character, man’s limitations are revealed. The more information 
we glean about God, man’s limitations become more amplified.  

Numbers 23:19 – In the Bible, God is often anthropomorphized. With this, coupled with God coming in 
the flesh (Jesus Christ), people make the mistake of attributing to God the character and imperfections of 
a man. For example, God is portrayed by unbelievers and believers alike as being petty, vindictive, 
unreasonable, one that can be manipulated, bought, negotiated with, one that is subject to man’s reasons 
and morals, and is capricious. But God is not a man. It is heretical for us to look at our behavior and 
attribute our faults to God. If we observe something that God does, we must not attribute to God our 
thoughts and motives; we must understand that God is not like us.  

1 Kings 8:27 – After building the Temple of God, Solomon exclaims, "Is God really going to dwell on 
the earth?" God is too big; the question is laughable.  

Psalm 145:1-3 – There is no searching. When it comes to God’s greatness, we do not even know the 
right questions to ask. 

Isaiah 55:8-9 – God Himself speaks through the prophet to tell Israel that His plan, perspective, and 
thoughts are infinitely higher than man’s. 

Romans 11:26-36 – In response to the seemingly illogical faithfulness of God with Israel, Paul explains 
that all people begin as unbelieving and now all nations have been shown mercy (mercy is used here 
regarding being used in the administration of God). Then Paul moves into a benediction in verses 33-36.  

These are only four of many passages that speak directly to His incomprehensibility and there are many 
others where the information is inferred. Obviously, we are here to learn about God. Why focus on His 
incomprehensibility? If we do not appreciate the privilege of knowing God, then learning about God will be 
underwhelming.  

We must first understand our limitations. We cannot know God through musings and observations within 
this created universe. The only way to know God is through His revelation of Himself, to understand that 
the nature of God means that we have no ability to know God. 

The result of understanding the incomprehensibility of God is not despair or agnosticism but humility. With 
that humility must come a submission to the revelation of God. Without His intervention, we would never 
know Him; without the knowledge of God (the truth of God), we are lost. 
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KNOWABILITY 

God Himself is the source of our knowledge of Him. Only truth comes from God. Once sin entered history, 
man has had distorted truth or claims he is the source of truth. Furthermore, he has perverted, blunted, 
diluted, and corrupted what was originally true that did come from God. For us, the only absolute truth is the 
written Word of God. The natural world, though it does reveal some things about God, is limited and can be 
misread by mankind (and most often is). The human mind, though created by God and has the ability to 
observe God’s creation and understand the Bible, is greatly limited. Human experiences are not reliable 
sources to the true knowledge of God. 

2 Peter 1:16-21 – Peter was at the mount where Jesus demonstrated His glory; Perter heard the voice 
come down from heaven testifying about Jesus. But the prophetic word is more sure than Peter’s 
experience.  

True knowledge of biblical Christianity has been revealed through Christ and then explained by the apostles.  

John 1:14-18 – One of the many purposes of the Lord’s incarnation was to reveal God.  

John 16:13–15 – The promise of the coming of the Spirit after the ascension of Christ included further 
revelation concerning Him and the Father. The Holy Spirit is the author of the Scriptures. This is how 
the believer can learn about God and know Him better. 

The knowledge of God is first factual. Those facts are designed to alter our worldview as believers so that 
we have both information and confidence about what is next and therefore know how to live our lives on 
this earth knowing we are pleasing God.  

 


