
BIBLE DOCTRINE 1: WORSHIP 

1. REVIEW 
A.  הָחָׁש  shāchāh  - Bow down; worship  

i. One indication that sacrifices are involved 

ii. Serving appears to be separate from worship 

iii. Singing is used once in the same context as worship. In the Psalms (songs), worship is commanded 
or referenced. However, the Psalms do not say that singing is worship. 

B. προσκυνέω proskuneō – Bow down; worship 

i. All references indicate a bowing down 

ii. The word seems to indicate a physical prostration in respect for God (sometimes another) 

C. No indication that one can “bow down” mentally but not physically 

D. One can bow physically with no meaning behind it 

E. There are other words translated into worship, but they each have a different perspective 

F. Dr. Luther Smith’s conclusion: 

i. Biblical worship in the Old Testament, Gospels, and Revelation is intimately connected to a 
person, object, or location. 

ii. Worship is not instructed in the epistles (because Jerusalem is not the focus, and Jesus is not 
physically present). 

iii. Worship is not the reality in this specific economy because we have been made acceptable in the 
sight of God in Christ. 

iv. Believers’ service is found in their conduct (and their intent). 

2. WORSHIP AND THE BELIEVER 

What are we to do? Our culture and vernacular include worship. This has been the case for hundreds of 
years. I do not suggest that we try to change all of society, but we do need a better understanding of what 
“worship” is and is not. 

A. John 4:19-24 – Spirit and truth – the physical activity of the believer means nothing if the spirit of the 
person is not involved and it is not done in accordance with truth.  

A. In spirit means that understanding and intent must be involved in order for it to be acceptable to 
God. This does not negate the physical (all worship after this was physical), but it is not at a 
specific location because the true worshipers are worshiping at the feet of Jesus, and worship 
literally returns in Revelation.  

B. In truth means that it must deal with what God says, not the imagination or traditions of men. 

C. The instruction to believers must be carried out in spirit and truth.  
D. If your conclusion is that the instructions to believers include worship, then you must conclude 

that “προσκυνέω proskuneō” is only a mental exercise since we cannot and must not physically 
bow toward any physical image or altar.  
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E. I do not believe that the instructions to those who are in Christ are synonymous with worship. I 
am convinced that this word is tied to physical activity in conjunction with a spiritual activity, 
done in spirit and truth. Since we do not have a physical throne nor is Jesus physically here, I 
believe that it is improper to physically bow down until He comes. 

B. Worship in the broader sense 

A. I would like to consider the possibility that Greek Scripture words may be under the broad 
umbrella of the idea of homage to the Lord.  

a. This would be taking not the Hebrew and Greek main words for worship but taking our 
recent history and culture into account with the idea of worship.  

b. I do not desire to create division in the body of believers over worship. 

ii. This takes the ideas from all other words in the Greek New Testament that is thought to be a 
form of worship and places it under the English use. 

a. λατρεία latreia (noun); λατρεύω latreuō (verb) – ministry, service. Dr. Smith emphasized this 
last hour. I will add emphasis that the service must be acceptable by God in accordance with 
what He says is acceptable. This cannot come from our own imaginations (Romans 12:1; 
Philippians 3:3; Hebrews 12:28). 

b. σέβω sebō – to revere, be devoted (especially to God). The primary form of this word is 
“εὐσέβεια eusebeia” and is translated godliness. This word indicates conduct and behavior 
that would lead someone to revere God (1 Timothy 2:1-3; 1 Timothy 4:6-8). 

c. θρησκεία thrēskeia – religious activity (James 1:26-27) 

d. δόξα doxa; δοξάζω doxazō – ascribe glory, (Romans 15:5-6; Ephesians 3:20-21) 

e. τιμή time – weigh out the value (always positive), recognition (1 Timothy 1:17; 6:14-16) 

f. φόβος phobos – reverence, respect because of His righteousness, a healthy fear (Ephesians 
5:21; Philippians 2:12 – complete your deliverance in that you will not be ashamed of the 
Jesus or the gospel with the utmost respect for God). 

g. ἔπαινος epainos – approval, recognition (Ephesians 1:6, 12, 14) 

iii. What is missing from our typical understanding of worship? – Music, emotion 

a. Music is part of who we are as believers and Scripture speaks to this fact 

b. Romans 15:9; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16 

C. Conclusion 

i. These other words and verses are not technically worship, but they do express honor and respect 
for God and cause others to do the same.  

ii. Singing and psalms are primarily an education device. 

iii. Songs can and do praise God and, in the broader sense, worship Him as well. 

iv. Whatever we do, whether we call it worship or not, we do know what spiritual acts toward God 
are and we should do them with our mind, understanding the doctrine behind them, as well as the 
activity (physical, with our voices). We must do it in spirit and in truth. 


