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INTRODUCTION 
Typically, commentators treat Samson as an atypical judge. But having looked at all the judges up 
until now, what is a typical judge? Each one that we have information on is very different. They are 
called differently, they react differently, some are well respected, some are feared, some are the 
hero, some are seen to be the villain. Samson, being the most iconic judge, is just unique.  

Samson lived during a time of Philistine oppression that had been ongoing for 40 years. We need 
to see that there is an overlap in the time frame between the lives and missions of Samuel (who 
we've yet to read about) and Samson.   

JUDGES 13:1 – THE OPPRESSION OF THE PHILISTINES 
Judges 10:7 – The Philistines were oppressing Israel before the account of Jephthah. The last 
three judges were from Bethlehem, Cana (Zebulun), and Pirathon (Ephraim), and the presumption 
is that these three judges fought against Philistines.  

This passage begins with the Lord seeking after the Israelites through judgment because, once 
again, they did evil in the sight of the Lord. The evil is not described here, but the inference is 
observed in other verses (Judges 2:11-13). This time, it took 40 years for the Lord to get the 
attention of the Israelites in question. 

JUDGES 13:2-25 – THE CALL OF SAMSON 
This call is unique in that the call is not to a man but to his parents. 

The first chapter is about the Angel of the Lord speaking to the parents of Samson (verses 2-14). 
After this, they sacrifice to the Lord (the Angel of the Lord is the pre-incarnate Christ) and 
worshiped YHWH at the place of the sacrifice. Samson’s father, Manoah, responded in typical 
fashion, wondering if he was going to die (verses 21-23). The passage concludes with the birth of 
Samson and the Spirit of the Lord began to stir him. 

When he had grown up, the Spirit of YHWH began to stir him in the camp of Dan.  

םַעָּפ  – pah-ahm the word for stir here means to strike, hit, or figuratively to trouble. This indicates 
that the Spirit of God within him caused him to be vexed and provided him with supernatural 
ability. This is an introductory summary of the life of Samson; the details will soon follow.  

Mahaneh-Dan, the camp of Dan, was the name given to the district where the Danites who settled 
there took from the inheritance of their tribe. Their camp was between Zorah and Eshtaol (Judges 
18:12).  

This particular section deals with what it means to be a Nazirite. The word is “nah-zîr” and means 
devoted, one consecrated, and set apart for service outside of the priesthood. 
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Numbers 6:1-21 –  

1. Abstain from strong drink 

2. Abstain from grape juice 

3. Abstain from grapes or raisins 

4. Abstain from grape seeds and grape skins 

5. Abstain from haircuts 

6. Abstain from touching any dead person 

7. If he does come in contact with a dead person 

a. He must shave his head 

b. Sacrifice to the Lord 

c. Be re-consecrated by the priesthood 

8. There are rules on how to complete the vow of Nazirite 

A Nazirite was not uncommon. According to 1 Samuel 1:11, Hannah vowed a similar 
consecration for Samuel. It does not say that Samuel was a Nazirite, but it is most likely the 
case. The fact that no other Nazirites are recorded does not mean that the sacred vows did not 
exist. In fact, one other prominent individual may have been a Nazirite (Luke 1:13-15).   

JUDGES 14:1-20 – A BRIDE FOR SAMSON AND A LION OF A TALE 
The progression of Samson’s life escalates quickly. He sees a woman, a Philistine, and asks his 
parents to arrange a marriage, but it was the Lord stirring Samson so that he would have an 
occasion to strike against the occupier (verses 1-4).  

Along the way, Samson runs into a lion and the Spirit of the Lord comes upon him and he rips the 
lion apart with his bare hands. Then, when he passed by there again, something strange had 
occurred (verses 5-9).   

During the wedding feast, which took 7 days, thirty men accompanied Samson. These men would 
have been friends of the bride and her family. This was probably an intimidation tactic. And in 
response, Samson gave them a riddle (verses 10-14). The wager was evidently very expensive 
and so they pressed the woman to entice Samson to tell her the answer to the riddle (verses 15-
20). 

Verse 18 seems to indicate the men were well acquainted with Samson's wife-to-be. In the 
melee, Samson kills the thirty men and took what would have been his winnings. Evidently, the 
marriage is annulled, but Samson was unaware of that fact. 
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JUDGES 15:1-20 – SAMSON CONTINUES HIS FIGHT  
The account continues as Samson is made aware of the annulled marriage and decides to take it 
out on the Philistines, burning their crops (15:1-8). 

Samson was taking revenge on the treatment that he had received from his father-in-law, but also 
the disposition of the Philistines generally towards the Israelites. And, therefore, he resolved to 
avenge the wrong which he had received from one member of the Philistines upon the whole. 

The phrase in verse 7 is actually “I will not quit until I have taken my vengeance upon you.” 

After smiting the Philistines, Samson went down and dwelt in the cleft of the rock Etam. The Etam 
in this verse is probably the same one as in 1 Chronicles 4:32. Along with other towns, this is on 
the border of the Negev (the South) and the mountains of Judah. The Philistines went after him 
but camped in Judah and did not go up into the mountains. 

The Judeans went to capture Samson so they would not have trouble from the Philistines. When 
they found Samson, they said they would bind him and bring him to the Philistines, but they 
promised not to kill him.  

When the Judeans bring Samson down to the camp of the Philistines, it does not go according to 
how the Philistines had envisioned it (verses 14-16). 

The aftermath of the slaughter provides history for the naming of the places (verses 17-20). 

SAMSON – WHAT IS THE DEAL?  
So far, we have some very interesting details of the early life of Samson. Many have debated 
about what is behind this mayhem. 

Some think that Samson is very immature and is just doing things haphazardly as the Lord is 
spurring him to action without any real plan.  

Others say that the Spirit of the Lord coming upon him not only endowed Samson with 
amazing ability, but it also gave him an amazing mind for trickery and strategy. The whole 
scenario was being planned by Samson so that he would have a reason to fight. 

Honestly, based upon this content, both are reasonable solutions. Based upon the fact that 
Samson created riddles and songs and that he was rather poetic in his battles, I think that 
Samson knew of the plan and carried it out in accordance with the leading of the Lord (verse 18). 
There is no indication that Samson is unaware of the plan of God. 


