
The Book of the Judges 

Beth Haven Church Book of Judges 

JUDGES 10:1-12:15 

REVIEW 
The judges so far: 

1. Othniel 
2. Ehud 
3. Shamgar 
4. Deborah and Barak 
5. Gideon 

TOLA 
Judges 10:1-2 

Tola is the sixth listed judge. He is the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, of the tribe of Issachar. 
There are no details and we do not know for whom he fought. The geographical area of concern 
for Tola is northeast of Israel and the two tribes mentioned are Issachar and Ephraim (maps). 

JAIR 
Judges 10:3-5 

Jair was in the land of Gilead which is of the tribe of East Manasseh (Numbers 26:28-29). He had 
thirty sons who rode thirty donkeys and had thirty cities in the area of Havvoth-jair. 

Numbers 32:40-41; Deuteronomy 3:12-14 

Two Choices: 

Editors, when referring to this account in Judges, plug it into Numbers and Deuteronomy. 

Jair is named after one of his predecessors and he continues the effort of protecting the land of 
Gilead.  

In both cases, recording where the judges lived and died offers the readers the ability to validate 
the account. 

CORRUPTION – JUDGMENT – REFUSAL - MERCY 
Judges 10:6-18  

Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord. 

The rest of this chapter primarily speaks to the general disposition of Israel. Several different 
regions were worshipping several different false gods. The Lord pursued Israel by judging them 
and putting them under the oppression of two groups, the Philistines (from the coast) and the sons 
of Ammon from the East. The primary engagement in this section concerns the sons of Ammon 
who pressed past the area of Gilead and crossed the Jordan and pressed against Judah, 
Benjamin, and Ephraim. 
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This time, when they call upon YHWH, He speaks to them. It is not stated how He speaks (angel 
of the Lord, a prophet), but what is stated is recorded. Read 10:10-14 

Israel responds by putting away the false gods and serving YHWH; then, YHWH could no longer 
bear the misery of Israel and sends another judge.  

JEPHTHAH 
Judges 10:17-11:28 – The call of Jephthah  

Israel prepares for war, but they need a warlord. The text then goes into the back story of 
Jephthah, a valiant warrior but a son of a prostitute. Jephthah’s father was Gilead, but not the 
forefather. When the legitimate sons grew up, they drove Jephthah out. Culturally, it is well-known 
that children of prostitutes were social outcasts, even if claimed by the father. 

Jephthah lived with worthless men but became their leader. The same word for worthless is 
used in Judges 9:4 where Abimelech hired worthless men to help him kill his brothers. The 
word means vain, void, or empty. This can mean impoverished physically or morally. The land 
of Tob is only mentioned here and is thought to be outside the boundaries of Israel. The 
inference is that it was a land where social outcasts could live. 

Once war breaks out, the people want Jephthah back. Jephthah negotiates with the Gileadites 
and becomes their war leader. 

Jephthah spoke all his words before YHWH at Mizpah. 

Jephthah repeated in a meeting with all of the people before God at Mizpah giving the 
conditions and obligations under which he would accept the position.  

The phrase before YHWH affirms that Jephthah performed this act looking up to God and that 
he confirmed all his words with an oath (read 11:9-10). 

Jephthah's first recorded act as a warlord was to negotiate with the king of the sons of Ammon 
saying, “What is between you and me, that you have come to me to fight against my land?” The 
king of the sons of Ammon responded with a false claim, “Israel took this land from us and we lay 
claim to it and want it back.” The king says the obtaining of this disputed land took place during 
the exodus from Egypt and goes on to describe the area he contends is his: to the south, from the 
Arnon, which was the border between Moab to the south and Ammon to the north. Then the 
northern border of the disputed territory was described as the Jabbok, which was the ancient 
border between Ammon and Gilead. The western boundary was the Jordan River. 

The king of Ammon demands they give them back the land. The king of the sons of Ammon’s 
claim is not based in fact. Jephthah’s response is a history lesson. Ammonites had never held 
this particular territory because the Arnon River served as the border between Moab and the 
Amorites (Amorites, not Ammonites: no relation). 

He then challenges the king (Read 11:25-28). 
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Judges 11:29-11:40 – The vow and victory of Jephthah 

The Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah (11:29). This passing through the land is a call to arms 
from the land of the 2½ tribes of Israel. However, there seems to have been an unanswered 
summons to many other areas of Israel (12:2). 

The most remembered part of this account is Jephthah’s vow (Read 11:30-31). The battle and 
victory are a footnote to the account. The real part of the story is the faithfulness of Jephthah. But 
what happened to his daughter (11:32-40)? 

The answer lies in the vow in verses 30-31. Let’s look at the translation of verse 31. 

And it will the one who comes out (masculine) which goes forth from the doors of my house to 
meet me in my returning in peace from the sons of Ammon then he will be to YHWH and I will 
offer a burnt offering. 

Observations: 

1. Jephthah’s vow implied a person. 
2. Jephthah intended this to be a man, probably a servant. 
3. There debate about the conjunction and as to it being explanatory or listing consecutive 

events 
4. I believe this vow to be two parts 

a. Whoever comes out will be to the Lord (dedicated) 
b. I will offer a burnt sacrifice to the Lord  

5. To the Lord is used of persons dedicated to service  
a. 1 Samuel 1:28 
b. 2 Samuel 15:7-8 
c. This can be used in offerings/sacrifices to the Lord, but the words can also 

indicate service. 
6. The entire focus of the vow is the fact that the daughter remained a virgin; the women 

did not morn her death but her virginity.  
7. Jephthah had no other children, so his line dies with her virginity. 
8. Scripturally, sacrificing children to fire is detestable. 

a. Leviticus 18:21 
b. Deuteronomy 12:31 
c. Jeremiah 7:31  

Based upon all of this information, I am convinced that Jephthah dedicated his daughter to the 
Lord, and she would not get married and have no offspring. This was a fate worse than death 
in the eyes of the people, but a great and noble sacrifice in the eyes of the Lord. 

If this were a human sacrifice, I believe it would have been recorded as a detestable thing 
done in ignorance, and Jephthah would not be mentioned in high regard (Hebrews 11:32). I 
believe this is recorded to demonstrate the faithfulness of Jephthah and his daughter and to 
explain the origination of this strange custom in Israel. 
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Judges 12:1-7 – Jephthah and the Ephraimites 

After this victory and accounting, Ephraim comes out to confront Jephthah, similar to how they 
reacted to Gideon. Unfortunately, there was no diplomacy and a battle ensued, but Jephthah 
prevailed over the Ephraimites with a total of 42,000 killed. 

A question comes about this situation. Is this just history or is there a theological point? This 
probably is written to provide the readership with a valuable lesson to not strive against the 
Lord’s anointed.  

IBZAN 
Judges 12:8-10 

Ibzan is the first of three minor judges. He served in Bethlehem and was of the tribe of Judah 
(map). He had 30 sons and 30 daughters. 

ELON  
Judges 12:11-12 

He was of the tribe of Zebulun.  

ABDON 
Judges 12:13-15 

He was the son of Hillel the Pirathonite of the tribe of Ephraim (1 Chronicles 27:14) 

THEOLOGICAL IMPACT 

These judges are from Issachar, East Manasseh, Gilead, Judah, Zebulun, Ephraim. 

The choosing of a judge is not based upon tribe or family (son of a prostitute) but based upon God 
getting the glory and recognition for the deliverance.  

Keep your vows to the Lord. 

Vows are not for today; we are not under law but grace. We cannot barter with the Lord, and 
neither the principle of bartering nor an example can be found in the epistles to the churches. 

As mentioned earlier, do not go against the Lord’s anointed. This is an extremely valuable lesson for 
Israel coming into the era of kings (1 Samuel 24:9-10). 

  


