
The Book of the Judges 

Beth Haven Church Book of Judges 

JUDGES 2:11-23 

Judges 2:16, 18-19 – Then the LORD raised up judges who delivered them from the hands 
of those who plundered them…When the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was 
with the judge and delivered them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; 
for the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who oppressed and 
afflicted them. But it came about when the judge died, that they would turn back and act 
more corruptly than their fathers, in following other gods to serve them and bow down to 
them; they did not abandon their practices or their stubborn ways. 

HOW TO STUDY THE BOOK OF JUDGES 
During the last few years, we have studied the historical narrative of the Hebrew Scriptures. During 
that time, we have always had a protagonist that we could, in some way, emulate. 

Noah found grace and proved faithful in longevity concerning righteousness.  

Abraham is the father of faith and the patriarchs are all held in high esteem (Isaac and Jacob). 

Joseph is a good antithesis to his brothers, and Judah eventually comes around and is the line 
of the Christ. 

Moses comes on the scene, and we are in awe of his faithfulness and persistence in patience 
with Israel and his advocacy before God on their behalf. 

Finally, Joshua fulfills Moses' mission, and he, with all that generation, served the Lord and 
kept the covenant. 

Even with their issues, they are good role models for us to follow, not to do what they did but to 
understand that they desired God and pursued His truth and His will. 

Now enter the judges. In these accounts, we have both the audacious activity of the people of 
God and some questionable, immoral, and ungodly behavior of some of the judges.   

So, what are we to do with this account? Many simply downplay the problems or skip the book 
altogether. But this book is valuable if we stay on task and avoid the error of misinterpretation and 
misapplication. How do we do this? 

1. Read the accounts literally; do not downplay issues but also understand them in context. 
2. Understand the accounts in regard to the intended audience. 

a. The intended audience is probably Solomon or David. 
b. Israel, as a whole, is also the intended audience. 
c. The church's absorption of this information is primarily theological; we're to learn to not 

fall into the same trap as they did (1 Cor 10:6). 
3. Contextualize the information within the scope of the purpose of the book. 

a. Historical 
b. Warning through the example of Israel’s cyclical rebellion 
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CHAPTER ONE 
In Judges 1:1-3:6, we have a rapid review of history before we get to the first judge. Judah and 
Simeon start off well. In 1:1, we see that Israel inquires of the Lord. Remember from lessons past 
that the conquest of the land comes in stages. This text indicates that after the death of Joshua, 
Israel was initially getting it right. 

Israel inquires of the Lord; this has the same language as Numbers 27:21. One may conclude 
that perhaps representatives from each tribe went to the high priest at the tabernacle, 
assumed to be at Shiloh, and they inquired of YHWH using the Urim. Remember that we have 
no idea how this worked, but it was how God chose to communicate to those who inquired of 
the Lord at that time.   

Judges 1:4-6 – Judah was chosen to go and drive out more Canaanites. Presumably, the rest 
of the tribes were to continue to live in peace with the inhabitants of the land. Judah and 
Simeon (map) join forces to continue to establish their territory. First, Judah and Simeon fight 
against the Canaanites (generic term) and defeat the city of Bezek and 10,000 men.  

In verse 5, they find Adoni-Bezek. The word Adoni does not mean "God." The word means lord 
or master. This is probably not his name but is "the lord/master of Bezek."  

After the master of Bezek fled, they found him and they cut off his thumbs and big toes. 

Why did they do this? What would the loss of thumbs and toes do to a warrior? It would mean 
that he could no longer swing a sword or run. As a warrior, he was stricken impotent. Some 
think that this is wartime hyperbole, meaning that he could no longer wage war. But this 
doesn’t seem to be the case here. 

In Scripture, this is not repeated nor is it explained. But in secular history, the Athenians were 
said to do this to the conquered leaders of their enemies. Furthermore, this seems to be a 
common practice in Canaan as the master of Bezek states that he did this to 70 other kings 
and now the gods (no reference to YHWH here) are repaying him. The word god here is 
"elohim," a generic term for god in Hebrew.  

Judah and Simeon take the master of Bezek with them to Jerusalem, probably to display him 
to the inhabitants. He later died, but the phrase used does not indicate that he was executed. 

Next, in verse 8, we find Judah and Simeon fighting against Jerusalem and capturing it from the 
Jebusites. We're told that the city was burned (a common practice) and, actually, this was in line 
with the Law of the Ban, whereby the spoils of a city were off-limits, so everything was burned.   

Jerusalem was neither in Judah's nor Simeon's territory, but Benjamin's. Later in verse 21, 
Jerusalem was turned over to Benjamin. But Benjamin did not hold Jerusalem, and it was lost 
to the Jebusites until the time of David.  

What tended to happen at this point in history was that an Israeli tribe would capture a 
Canaanite city but would allow the inhabitants of that city to stay on as subjects that would pay 
tribute (taxes) to that tribe. This scenario was repeated throughout the early account of the 
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judges — either Israel failed or they turned the inhabitants into forced labor (Judges 1:27-28, 
30, 33, 35). 

In verses 11-15, we have a sidebar about Caleb. Caleb assigned the task of taking Debir to 
Othniel, the son of Kenaz. In return for taking Debir, Caleb gave his daughter, Achsah, to Othniel, 
who probably was her uncle. As part of her dowry, she received land and, later, rights to water 
wells, always an important matter in that area. 

In the text, we have foreshadowing for the events during the time of the Kings. 

1. Inhabitants of Jerusalem 
2. Inhabitants of Luz 
3. Inhabitants of Megiddo 
4. Inhabitants of Gezer 
5. Inhabitants of Kitron 
6. Inhabitants of Nahalal 
7. Inhabitants of Acco, Sidon, Ahlab… 
8. Inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anath 
9. Inhabitants of the Amorites in the area of Dan 

The text indicates one of two reasons Israel would fail: they were incapable or unwilling (could not 
or did not). The reason they did not succeed is not explained. The reason they could not, 
according to the Word of God in the Torah and Joshua, is that they were not keeping the 
covenant. 

CHAPTER TWO 
Because of this failure, Israel was rebuked by the angel of the Lord. This caused the sons of Israel 
to weep and sacrifice to the Lord. This indicates they were still sensitive to the Word of God. 

Chapter 1-2:5 is an introductory summary of Israel's inability or refusal to conquer the land from 
the time of Joshua to the day of this recording (to this day). This section is not specific about time. 
It makes sense that this is a precursor to the account of the judges, but the actual events may 
have taken place over a longer period of time.  

In Chapter 2:6, the account resets again with the death of Joshua and the success of that 
generation. But then, another generation arose that did not know the Lord or the work He did for 
Israel. 

Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord. Verses 11-23 give the details of the cycle 
we see in Judges and throughout their history until the Babylonian captivity. Read Judges 2:11-23  

 

CHAPTER THREE 
In verses 1-6, the writer records the nations that are in Israel's land and became snares for the 
children of Israel. 
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The testing, as was taught previously, is not so God could find out if Israel would succeed or fail, 
but so that the people would know who they were, to identify their disloyalty, and to "be taught 
war." Through adversity, Israel would be taught to not blaspheme, not commit idolatry, and not fall 
into immorality. 

DID WHAT WAS… 
Judges 3:7 - The sons of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and forgot the LORD 
their God and served the Baals and the Asheroth. 

Judges 6:1 - Then the sons of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD 
gave them into the hands of Midian seven years. 

Judges 17:6 - In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own 
eyes. 

Judges 21:25 - In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own 
eyes. 

1 Samuel 15:19 - "Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD, but rushed upon the spoil 
and did what was evil in the sight of the LORD?" 

1 Kings 11:6 - Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not follow the LORD 
fully, as David his father had done. 

1 Kings 15:5, 11 - because David did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and had not turned 
aside from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life, except in the case of Uriah 
the Hittite. ... Asa did what was right in the sight of the LORD, like David his father. 

2 Kings 15:34 - He did what was right in the sight of the LORD; he did according to all that his 
father Uzziah had done. 

2 Chronicles 24:2 - Joash did what was right in the sight of the LORD all the days of Jehoiada the 
priest. 

2 Chronicles 31:20 - Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah; and he did what was good, right and 
true before the LORD his God. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPACT 
First and foremost, Israel received a history lesson about both their successes under Joshua and 
their failures as a nation that perpetually rejected YHWH.  

Theologically, YHWH shows Himself to be faithful, not because of who Israel is but because of the 
nature of God. He persistently pursues Israel with patience and disciplines them so that He would 
eventually have a nation that would honor Him completely. Even now and in the events to come, 
God is still dealing with Israel so as to make a nation that truly honors Him. But He still shows His 
longsuffering (patience), love, and grace to a nation that does not deserve it. 


