
The Book of the Judges 

Beth Haven Church Book of Judges 

JUDGES 2:11-23 

Judges 2:16,18-19 – Then the LORD raised up judges who delivered them from the hands 
of those who plundered them…When the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was 
with the judge and delivered them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; 
for the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who oppressed and 
afflicted them. But it came about when the judge died, that they would turn back and act 
more corruptly than their fathers, in following other gods to serve them and bow down to 
them; they did not abandon their practices or their stubborn ways. 

ISRAEL SO FAR 
At the end of Joshua, we have Israel being set up for success. Israel accomplished everything they 
set out to do and conquered the land so far as God permitted them. The land has been apportioned in 
accordance with the will of God and every tribe was responsible for their own borders and continuing 
in the covenant so as to drive out the remaining Canaanites. 

Between the books of Joshua and Judges, we see some repetition of details. This indicates that 
the two books are closely tied to one another, especially in continuing the narrative of the history 
of the Hebrew Scripture. We see the same tie in between Genesis and Exodus, between Exodus 
and Leviticus, between Leviticus and Numbers, between 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, and 2 
Kings. 

The Book of Ruth has a different connection and is more parenthetical (albeit paramount) to the 
historical accounts. The connection between Judges and 1 Samuel is less obvious; although, 
without Judges, it is difficult to understand in Samuel some of the inherent problems facing Israel 
at that time.   

The connection between Joshua and Judges is clear (Joshua 24:29-31; Judges 2:6-10). Joshua is 
about the pinnacle of success for Israel to their point in history and there will not be a resurgence 
of Israel until David and Solomon. Israel’s greatness will return and will be finalized during the 
Messianic Kingdom under Jesus Christ.  

Judges represents a low period for Israel. Their failure to uphold YHWH as God and keep the 
Covenant is matched by the time of the kings of the north during the Divided Kingdom and then 
the period of Messianic rejection, Israel’s pinnacle of failure that has lasted nearly 2000 years and 
will peak at during Daniel’s Seventieth Week (Jacob’s Trouble) when they literally make a pact 
with the Devil. 

Judges picks up with the events that immediately follow the death of Joshua. It then progresses to a 
generation that did not see the works of the Lord and they did not know the Lord. Initially, Israel 
progresses well, but it does not take them long to forsake the command of the Lord and they fall into 
sin by worshipping the gods of the Canaanites and committing acts of immorality with them. Judges is 
about the unfortunate cycle of rebellion, judgment, distress, deliverance, and restoration. 
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DATING THE EVENTS OF JUDGES 
Placing exact dates can be difficult. Remember that we have gaps from recent history back to the 
creation of the Gregorian Calendar. The exact date of the birth and death of Jesus Christ is unknown, 
but we can get within 3-5 years of the events with some certainty. Likewise, the dates of these events 
are subject to some speculation and the exact date is unknown. But our variant from the Exodus to 
the time of Christ is within a .1% margin of error. There is no reason to hold to the precise year of 
1446-1445 for the date of the Exodus, but it is definitely within a 10-year period. All dates are BC. 

• Exodus  – 1445 

• Joshua (Conquest of Canaan)  – 1405-1375 

• Period of the Judges  – 1375-1050 = 325 years 

• King Saul  – 1050-1010 

• King David  – 1010-970 

• King Solomon  – 970-930  

Some people have the period of the judges starting in 1350 I find no reason to fight over 25 years. 
The problem comes in when you add up all the years in the book of Judges it does not add up. 
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410 years, if added to 1050 BC when Saul is crowned, places the beginning of the Judges at 1460 
BC. However, in 1 Kings 6:1, we see that the fourth year of Solomon’s reign (966 BC) and we see that 
Exodus was 480 years prior to those events. This places the Exodus at 1446 BC. 

There have been many proposed solutions to this problem. The most exegetical solution (in my 
opinion) was proposed by Robert B. Chisholm Jr. in the Journal of the Evangelical Theological 
Society in 2009.  

In Judges 2:11-23 it begins with “The Sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord.” This is a marker 
in the book of Judges. 

Judges 3:7 

Judges 3:12 

Judges 4:1 

Judges 6:1 

Judges 10:6 

Judges 13:1 

In 3:12, 4:1, 10:6, and 13:1 the word “again” is present in the verses. 

In 3:7 and 6:1, the word “again” is absent. The proposal is that 3:7-5:31 serves as one panel 
paralleling 6:1-16:31. I have alluded to the fact that the judges were regional (map) and could have 
been (and probably were) contemporaneous with one another. 

Hebrew literature is often recorded in discourses rather than strict chronology. This is not to say 
that each event in the first panel directly overlays the second panel, but the author simply resets 
the discourse in 6:1. 

AUTHORSHIP OF JUDGES 
Who wrote this book? We know that it was not one of the judges. In Judges, the phrase “in those 
days there was no king in Israel” is repeated 4 times. This indicates that someone wrote this book 
during the period of the kings.  

Jewish tradition holds that Samuel wrote this book to Saul as a lesson to be learned about the 
history of Israel and a warning to not rebel against the LORD.  

WHAT IS A JUDGE? 
The Hebrew word is “shôphet” (shôphetim – plural). They did not rule over the nation, rather 
they were regional deliverers. The primary characteristic of a shôphet is one who is 
commissioned by God to deliver a region or a tribe from an invading force or from oppression. 
They ruled not in a judicial sense but as a protector (military leader). 
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OUTLINE OF JUDGES 
I. Introductory Summary – (1:1–3:6) 

a. Incomplete Conquest over the Canaanites (1:1–36) 

b. The Decline and Judgment of Israel (2:1–3:6) 

II. Panel One (3:7– 5:31) 

a. Othniel vs. Mesopotamians (3:7–11) 

b. Ehud and Shamgar vs. Moabites (3:12–31) 

c. Deborah and Barak vs. Canaanites (4:1–5:31) 

III. Panel Two (6:1-16:31) 

a. Gideon vs. Midianites (6:1–8:32) 

b. Abimelech’s Evil Rule (8:33–9:57) 

c. Tola (10:1-2) 

d. Jair (10:3-5) 

e. Jephthah (10:6-12:7) 

f. Ibzan (12:8-10) 

g. Elon (12:11-12) 

h. Abdon (12:13-15) 

i. Samson vs. Philistines (13:1–16:31) 

IV. Epilogue–The Further Failures of Israel (17:1–21:25) 

a. The Idolatry of Micah (17:1-13) 

b. The Rebellion of the Danites (18:1–18:31) 

c. The Offense of the Benjamites (19:1-30) 

d. War Against Benjamin (20:1–21:25) 

i. Benjamin Defeated (20:1-21:7) 

ii. Provisions for Survivors (21:8-24) 

Judges 21:25 – In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own 
eyes. 


