
 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 3 

Philippians 3:12-16 – Not that I have already obtained it or have already become 
perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold 
of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; 
but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus. Let us, therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in 
anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; however, 
let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained.    

Second Half Theme Verse 

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
loving, whatever is reputable, if there is any virtue and if there any commendation, dwell on these things. 
Whatever you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do these things, and the God of peace 
will be with you. 

Philippians 4:8-9 – Literal Translation 

Literal Translation (3:12-16) 

“Not that I already taken or already have been completed, but I pursue if I would take that which 
also I was taken by Christ Jesus. Brothers I myself do not consider having taken, but one; those 
things behind, forgetting; and to those things ahead, stretching out further. I pursue in accordance 
with the goal, unto the prize of the above call of God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, as many as mature, 
let us think this; and if anything you are thinking differently, also God will reveal this to you all. 
Nevertheless to that which we attained by the same thing to be in line.”  

English Rendering (3:12-16) 

“I pursue in accordance with the goal unto the prize of the call of God in Christ Jesus that is from 
above. Not that I already taken the prize or already have been completed. Brothers, I myself do 
not consider having taken the prize, but one thing; forgetting those things behind, and stretching 
out further to those things ahead. Therefore, as many as are mature, let us think in this manner; 
and you are thinking differently if anything, God also will reveal this to you all. Nevertheless, be 
in alignment to that same thing which we attained.”   

Review  

Last week, we took a very technical look at verse 12-14 where we had to figure out what the object is in 
verses 12-13. I gave you three options as to what the proper interpretation is. But there was one 
interpretation that I missed, I will tell you why this interpretation is not accurate. 

There is one interpretation of verse 12 that is popular among our ilk. This involves Paul’s statement on 
maturity. “I have not already achieved full maturity.” The reason why this cannot be correct is: 

1. The verb “τελειόω teleioō” is different than the adjective “τέλειος teleios” 
2. The verb perfected is in the passive voice. Words for maturity in well-known passages (1 

Corinthians 14:20; Ephesians 4:13; Colossians 1:28; 4:12) are never used in the passive. 
3. Paul cannot, in one line, state that he is not mature and then call others mature. 
4. No passage indicates that maturity is unattainable. 
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To move forward, I will simply restate the most probable conclusion: 

The prize in accordance with the calling (initial call of salvation) is the most likely thing that Paul 
has not grasped. The mission is the apostleship of Jesus Christ and Paul’s prize is at the end of that 
mission. 

This is Paul’s mission, but the way that he speaks about the prize permits a more general 
understanding (1 Corinthians 9:24; Colossians 2:18). 

I am convinced that, although Paul is using himself as an example, he refers to his mission and the 
prize in a way that the church can relate to.    

Is and Ought  

In verses 12-14, we have the conclusion of Paul’s testimony in response to the problem of legalism. In 
Chapter 3, we have to understand the big picture. 

1. The problem of legalism 
2. Paul’s superiority according to the flesh 
3. Paul's emptying of himself (taking no confidence in his flesh) for the benefit of knowing Christ 
4. Paul reveals his pursuit of the prize concerning call. This pursuit is a mindset a manner of thinking. 

In verses 15-16, we are introduced to the “ought.”  

“Therefore, as many as are mature, have this attitude.” 

Verse 15  

The verse begins with an “οὖν oun” (postpositive), an inferential particle. This word indicates a natural 
conclusion to previous information (therefore, consequently).  

The pronoun “ὅσος hosos” is a relative pronoun that, in this kind of structure, deals with a comparative 
quantity. This pronoun limits the scope of the crowd. The greater crowd is the church in Philippi, the limited 
group is “τέλειος teleios” – mature – one who has reached a certain point of completeness, as of one who 
has come to his full growth, leaving behind the state of childhood. 

The verb is “φρονέω phroneō.” We know this word well. This word means to think. This verb is used to 
demonstrate what to think and how to think. In this context, what and how to think are both understood. 
This is why the NASB translates this attitude. We learned the principle of this word in Philippians 2:5 

The verb is in the 1st Person Plural Present Active Subjunctive. This is not a command, but it carries a 
similar instructive tone. “Let us think this/in this manner” or “we should think this/in this manner.” 
Typically, the 1st person plural with the subjunctive is understood as “let us,” similar to that of an 
imperative but with the speaker involving himself.  

The understanding of the verse is that there is a correlation between maturity and how a person thinks. 
In the full context, it would appear that some in the Philippian church have been misled by some (verse 
2) who have a worldview that teaches that accomplishments in the flesh are a means for piety or level of 
spirituality or maturity. 
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There is no indication that the Philippian church has fallen for some heresy (e.g. Galatians; 1 
Corinthians). But there is one point that repeats "think this/in this manner." Maturity and spirituality are 
mindsets.  

The next phrase, and if anything, differently you are thinking, this also God will reveal, is a statement that 
God’s intervention upon those who think differently than Paul, “may God reveal it.” Paul is saying there is 
nothing more I can do; I have given you every example, even of Christ, and if you still think that it is about 
accolades, badges, titles, and confidence in the flesh, you are in God’s hands now. This is not a positive 
sentiment but a significant warning.  

Verse 16  

This verse is should not be over thought; it can be viewed as an idiom (turn of phrase). “To that which we 
attained, by that we live/walk.” The word for live/walk would be the idiom.  

στοιχέω stoicheō – means to be in order, to line up, to follow in line. This is a military term, to arrange 
and follow orders. Metaphorically, this means to agree or to be in harmony with.  

Romans 4:12; Galatians 5:25; Galatians 6:16 

There is only one true direction and only one standard of life. The doctrines of Jesus Christ are our 
standards, and we are to continue in those doctrines.  

The opposite of this would be to return to confidence in the flesh, to the standards set by the world.  

If we want to be in alignment with the Word of God, then our thinking must be in alignment with the Word 
of God. 

Conclusion  

“I pursue in accordance with the goal unto the prize of the call of God in Christ Jesus that is from 
above. Not that I already taken the prize or already have been completed. Brothers, I myself do 
not consider having taken the prize, but one thing; forgetting those things behind, and stretching 
out further to those things ahead, Therefore, as many as are mature, let us think in this manner; 
and you are thinking differently if anything, God also will reveal this to you all. Nevertheless, be 
in alignment to that same thing which we attained.” 

In verses 12-14, we have the conclusion of Paul’s testimony in response to the problem of legalism 
(confidence in the flesh). 

1. The problem of legalism 
2. Paul’s superiority according to the flesh 
3. Paul's emptying of himself (taking no confidence in his flesh) for the benefit of knowing Christ 
4. Paul reveals his pursuit of the prize concerning call. This pursuit is a mindset, a manner of thinking. 

“Therefore, as many as are mature, have this attitude.” 

The manner of thinking according to Philippians 3 is following Paul’s example, which is also the example 
of Jesus Christ in Philippians 2:5-8. 
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1. No confidence in the flesh 
a. Nationality does not matter 
b. Being blameless according to the Law or any law-based system does not matter 
c. Formal education does not matter 
d. Deeds or sin avoidance does not matter 

2. Seeking to know Christ 
3. Seeking to please Him in accordance to how He wants to be pleased 

a. Denying oneself 
b. Emphasizing Jesus Christ 

4. Pursue the goal, the prize concerning the call 
a. Live a life that is honoring to Jesus (focused on Jesus) 
b. Past successes or failures do not matter, continue to the prize 
c. End well (2 Timothy 4:7) 
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Philippians 3:17-4:1 – Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you 
have in us. For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross 
of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds 
on earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 
who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the 
power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and 
crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved. 
Second Half Theme Verse 

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
loving, whatever is reputable, if there is any virtue and if there any commendation, dwell on these things. 
Whatever you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do these things, and the God of peace 
will be with you. 

Philippians 4:8-9 – Literal Translation 

Overview  

1. Follow my example and of others who walk like us 

2. Warning against the earthly mindset of others 

3. The reason is that we have a heavenly reality 

4. Stand firm in the Lord 

These six verses are the conclusion of Paul’s admonition to think like mature believers. Paul establishes not an 
ideal but the norm. This is established in two points. First Paul tells them to “become imitators” not just of 
himself but also of others who walk in the same pattern.  

The many are walking as enemies of the cross of Christ. 

Walking 

Unlike the word in verse 16 (to align), the typical word for walk is used in both verses 17 and 18. 

περιπατέω peripateō – literally, it means to walk around; metaphorically, it indicates a lifestyle. Verses 17-
18 move from the thoughts to the life activity of the believer. Action and attitude are always connected. 

Attitude without action indicates a weak-willed individual who has no fortitude to live what he believes; 
although mentally mature, there is no perseverance, and though he has good doctrine, he does not 
produce a positive result for others or himself. 

Actions without the right way of thinking indicates a person who is governed by rules and is, therefore, 
doing things from obligation instead of desire (1 Corinthians 9:16-17). Although looking good on the 
outside, this is wood, hay, and stubble when tested by God. 

We must have the right order of events: thought training, then prodding to action. 

1. Salvation 
2. Doctrinal training 
3. Thought training 
4. Challenge to live 
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Enemies of the Cross of the Christ  

What is Paul concerned about here? This goes back to our final question from Chapter 3. Are these enemies 
of the cross of the Christ believers or unbelievers? 

Upon initial observation, it is easy to decide that the many here are unsaved. The word enemies is used to 
describe us in our unsaved states (Romans 5:10). Unbelieving Israel is an enemy of the gospel (Romans 
11:28).  

Literal English word order: “I have been telling you, I tell you while weeping, many are walking 
enemies of the Cross of the Christ.”  

The adjective enemies is the predicate adjective of the verb walking and describes the subject many. 
Believers can place themselves in enmity toward God (James 4:4). 

These individuals are walking. The life of the unbeliever is in perpetual enmity with God and especially 
of the cross of the Christ. This is no surprise. The Philippian church is fully aware of the enmity of the 
world. 

Paul’s revelation here is necessary because not every believer is mature, and every believer is not 
walking in accordance with the proper mindset; they walk in opposition to Jesus and Paul’s example. 

Normally, when we see “many are walking enemies of the cross of the Christ,” what do we assume is the 
problem? Normally, we would conclude that there is a severe doctrinal issue concerning the person, work, 
or promise of Jesus Christ (the spirit of antichrist). If they are believers, perhaps they have a problem with 
overt sin in their life, immorality, or hatred. But what does the text say? 

1. Whose end (is) destruction 
2. Whose God (is) the belly 
3. (Whose) glory (is) their shame 
4. The ones who think the earthly things 

Destruction is “ἀπώλεια apōleia” and can mean perdition or damnation (John 17:12; 2 Thessalonians 
2:3). But this word is also used for the temporal destruction of the believer (1 Timothy 6:9). 

Their god is appetite-driven (Romans 16:17-18; Colossians 3:5-6) 

They think they are doing well, and they glory in those things which the mature know is evil; their glory 
is their shame. 

They set their minds on earthly things. Set their minds is the verb “φρονέω phroneō,” the same word 
Paul uses as an imperative to set your mind on the things above (Colossians 3:1-2) 

Those who think that this is describing unbelievers trying to pull believers into the world would make sense, 
and I would not argue against it dogmatically. 

However, the fact that all of these terms can apply to a believer’s walk cannot be overlooked. I do not think 
Paul would have such an emotional response to unbelievers walking in accordance with the world. 
However, Paul seeing believers being pulled by this world was one of his greatest concerns. 

What is the big deal? If these are believers, and I am convinced that they are, it is a very important 
warning. It is unfortunately all too common for believers to walk as enemies of the cross. 
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This necessitates a question: Do I? This is where we have to be precise about the concern so as to not 
make this horrendous error. 

What is the problem in Philippi? In the Pauline Epistles, there are many problems being addressed. 
Corinthians addresses the problem of immorality and a lack of love. Galatians is exclusively doctrinal 
and with concern about legalism among the believers. Colossians is both doctrinal and moral. 
Thessalonians is doctrinal in its concern. 

Is Philippians doctrinal or moral? Is immorality, idolatry, anger, or even a lack of love the issue? The 
issue is their mentality, and in Chapter 3, the issue of legalism is a specific issue of the mind of Christ. 

Legalism is a non-biblical word that is used to describe one of the main issues in the Pauline Epistles. 

Legalism takes on two forms: 

1. In justification – Paul regularly battles the false understating that one is justified by God by keeping 
the Law (Romans 3:20,28; 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5) 

2. In completion – to the churches, Paul continually fights with those who believe that in order to be 
complete in Christ, one had to follow the Law or any law (Galatians 2:16, 21, 3:3, 11, 4:9, 5:2-4). 

In Philippians, it does not appear to be Judaism; false circumcision does not refer to Jews. The problem 
seems to be a worldview where status, formal education, and confidence in the flesh are used to evaluate the  

How do we evaluate those who are doing well in the Lord? 
Education, clothing, business success (the Lord is blessing him), Facebook (how many out of 
context memes does he post?), evangelism (passing out tracks?) 

How should we evaluate? 
Doctrine, way of thinking 

Here is the better question: What do I want? 
What is my aim, what is my goal in life, what are my priorities? 

A person whose priorities are wealth, legacy, fame (social media likes, popularity in the office), 
degrees (how do we define success?). They have their eyes set on the things of this world and not on 
the things above. Are we looking to please people or God? 

What is my motivation? Am I doing what is right because I am expected to or because I want to 
please the God who has given me every spiritual blessing? 

Do you believe that if you are good, that God will reward you any physical blessing (health, happiness, 
prosperity) in this life? If so, then you are of law and not of grace. You are legalistic; you are walking as 
an enemy of the cross of Christ. 

 


