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Review 
In chapters 14-21, we saw that the land of Canaan was conquered to the point that God 
desired, and the land was at rest from war for a time (Joshua 14:15). Israel was a 
confederation of 12 tribes with one federal leader, Joshua. The nation, at this time, is not 
cohesive and each tribe was expected to complete driving out of the native people, but as 
we saw, Judah, Ephraim, and West Manasseh did not drive out the people completely. In 
fact, some of the Canaanites became servants to the tribes, meaning they had some form 
of peace treaty. God warned that if they did this, the people and their idol worship would 
become a problem. It is important to note that the treaty is not a violation of the Law, but 
when they are enticed by the Canaanites to serve other gods and commit acts of 
immorality, God will withhold blessing and bring cursing. 

The Tribes of Reuben, Gad and East Manasseh Released from Service 
(Joshua 22:1-9)  

It has not been that long since we learned that these 2½ tribes had been allotted by 
Moses to have their inheritance east of the Jordan (not in the land), but they had to allot 
their army for the fight for Canaan. In the Book of Joshua, the fact that these armies 
fought in Canaan was emphasized. 

Now that there is peace in the land and the inheritance has been distributed, there is no 
need for a standing federal army, so the 2½ tribes are released from their responsibility of 
fighting for Israel. 

Read 22:1-6 

Confusion over an Altar (Joshua 22:10-34) 
Read verse 10-12. 

What is going on here? First and foremost, the 9½ tribes saw a sizable altar and they determined 
it to be an altar to another god. With the history of the sin of Peor and understanding the zeal of 



Phinehas, it is right for the greater portion of Israel to demonstrate their zeal for YHWH and 
destroy any rebellion before God takes matters into His own hands. 

Before any battles take place, a cohort of representatives goes to the 2½ tribes to inquire about 
this distressing altar. Notice in verse 13, Phinehas leads 10 elders from the 9½ tribes to confront 
the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and East Manasseh. I find it strange that Joshua is not mentioned. 
Whether this was done with Joshua’s consent or not is not the point, but the fact that the tribes 
are governing themselves with Levitical leadership indicates that they are functioning in 
accordance with the Law. 

Read 22:16-20 

The 2½ tribes respond.  

They assure the delegation that their intent was to display unity, not rebellion; and that it was 
their desire to retain their common identity with Israel that led them to building this altar. Further, 
while there was no denying that this was an altar (in fact they made the point that it was 
essentially a replica of altar in the tabernacle), they did not intend to use it as an altar. Rather, it 
would only be a symbol and a reminder that they all serve YHWH. 

Read 22:21-27 

In verse 22, they respond with “El Elohim YHWH El Elohim YHWH, He, the One Who knows 
Israel; He, He knows. If in rebellion or if in unfaithfulness against YHWH, do not save us this 
day.” They proclaim the three “names” of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This 
proclamation of the trifold name of God “ ָוְהי ׀םיִ֨הjֱא ׀֩לֵא ה֜ ” is used in Psalm 50:1. 

The concern they have is that the 9½ tribes would prevent the 2½ tribes from serving 
(worshiping) the Lord in the tabernacle. 

The word witness is the word “ דֵ֨ע  - ēd” and does mean witness (Genesis 31:43-52). This is a 
symbol of an agreement or an understanding. The confusion comes in because it is not built 
like a monument but in the same manner as the altar in the tabernacle. 

The explanation given by the 2½ tribes was that they would not sacrifice on that altar. It was 
a symbol. The idea of this altar was to show the generations that followed that both the tribes 
in Canaan and those on the other side of the Jordan worship the Lord even though they do 
not have possession in the Promised Land. 

After the explanation and assurances are given, the cohort was satisfied, and the conflict was 
resolved. 

Read 22:30-34       

Joshua Addresses the Nation (Joshua 23:1-24:28) 
In this greater section, we have three subpoints. It is filled with great history and admonishment. 
Once again, the predominate method of admonishment displays the character, attributes, and 
actions of God. 



This final address is in the same vein as those of Jacob, Joseph, and Moses. Joshua, like his 
predecessors, is concerned for the well-being of the nation after his death. Therefore, Joshua 
gives them reminders and various admonishments.       

Joshua Reviews What God has Done for This Generation w/ Admonishment (Joshua 
23:1-16) 

These 16 verses provide an immediate history of what Israel was given by the hand of the 
Lord with 2 admonishments (6-8, 11-13). 

Joshua Reviews Israel’s History (Joshua 24:1-13) 

In these 13 verses, Joshua reviews the history of Israel from Terah through conquest of 
Canaan. 

Terah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Esau (remember they had to deal with Edom), and Moses 
with the events of the provisions and victories in the wilderness are all included. 

Read verses 12-13. 

Joshua gives them a brief, concise review of the call of the Lord upon the sons of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. 

Joshua Challenges the Nation (Joshua 24:14-28) 

If there is a more beloved passage of the early books of the Bible, I am not aware of it. When you 
search YouTube for sermons about this section, there are over 3,500 entries. There are over 200 
detailed theological articles on this section as well. I am sure that every church has taught or 
preached “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord” at some point if not perpetually.  

The passage is not difficult; one could read it without commentary and understand the passage 
without much difficulty. The question comes in when a person tries to make application of this 
section. 

The history of Israel from Terah, Laban, to the culture in Egypt is that of serving false gods. 
Joshua seems to be giving an ultimatum, but in reality, it is a challenge and a reminder. 

Read 24:14-15 

The people answer with not just false assurances but with the proper understanding of who 
the Lord is and what He has done. 

Read 24:16-18 

The challenge is perpetuated in a word of dissent from Joshua, but the people respond. 

Read 24:19-21 

Then, Joshua recorded the conversation and made a new covenant that day with all of Israel. 
These words are recorded and canonized in the Scriptures with the Law of the Lord. 

Read 24:22-28 



This is not about choosing friends; this is not about your life as a believer. This is about 
Israel facing an onslaught of idolatry and the lure of false gods with the promises of the 
people that serve them. 

We do not understand this culture. From the inception of Israel through the Babylonian 
captivity, Israel is constantly under threat of idol worship. Judges will emphasize this 
problem, but it does not go away, even taking Solomon. Most of the kings of the Divided 
Kingdom fall into idolatry and still serve the gods of this time. From after the return from 
the Babylonian Captivity to now, Israel has been a proclaimer of only serving the God of the 
Bible (obviously they do not), but it took nearly 1000 years to learn not to serve Baal. But in 
the end, I believe this is with whom they make a treaty.   

Conclusion of the Book (Joshua 24:29-33) 
Joshua dies (24:29-30) 

Israel thrives (24:30-31) 

The promise made to Joseph is finalized (24:32) 

Eleazar dies (24:33) 

Theological Impact 
Israel is reminded of one of the most successful times in her history. When Israel keeps the 
covenant, there is nothing in which they do not succeed. 

When their world falls apart, Joshua serves as a reminder as to why and how to regain peace and 
prosperity in the Land. 

The reading of the covenant that was made with Joshua should remind Israel of the commitment 
that was made and entice them to follow the Law completely.  

As believers, we can understand that in this life there are a series of choices and we should 
decide daily to consider the God who saved us when making those choices. But the warnings 
and benefits of serving the Lord in Joshua are not for us.  

Joshua 2:19-20 is not an eternal concept nor is the threat something we fear. The reason we 
serve the Lord and are enticed to perpetually love God and love others is because of the grace 
of God and all the benefits that we enjoy by His grace alone that we obtained when we 
believed. 

But for the Israelite under the Law, this passage is one of the most important references they 
could study, understand, believe, and cherish.   


