
The Book of Joshua 

Chapter 13-21 
The Land Yet to be Possessed 

The Land Apportioned to the Two and One-Half Tribes on the Other Side of the Jordan 

Caleb’s Request and Inheritance 

The Territories of the Nine and One-Half Tribes in the Land of Canaan 

Six Cities of Refuge 

Forty-eight Cities for the Levites 

Theological Impact 

The Land Yet to be Possessed (Joshua 13:1-7)  
The mission of Joshua as far as the conquest is concerned is now complete. Joshua is old 
and advanced in years (Joshua 13:1). Chapters 13-24, the end of the book, probably cover 
only a couple of years, but for the rest of Joshua's life, there is no war in the land.  
But all the land is not possessed. This is not a failure (Exodus 23:28-30; Deuteronomy 
7:21-22). The conclusion in Joshua 21:45 is not about the completion of every promise, 
but the promises of God given during the time of Joshua. What God desired for this time of 
the conquest was fully accomplished. 
The Lord speaks to Joshua to tell him of the lands that have not been conquered or 
possessed. But Joshua is to designate the lands still under the control of Gentiles as lands 
as an inheritance for Israel (Joshua 13:6-7).  
The land that is not yet possessed by Israel is the land of the Philistines and some of the 
South and some in the North (map). 
Israel, as independent tribes, was supposed to finish the conquest of the land after the 
death of Joshua (Joshua 23:12-13). We will discuss this when we get to Judges. But each 
tribe had problems with driving out the people and some of the Canaanites, like the 
Gibeonites, were forced into labor (Joshua 15:63, 16:10, 17:12-13).    

The Land Apportioned to the Two and One-Half Tribes on the Other Side of 
the Jordan (Joshua 13:8-33) 

Map of the area in general 

Map of Reuben 

Map of Gad 

Map of East Manasseh 

The map looks unusual. Some of the features of the land may have changed over the years and 
the location of some of the cities is a hypothesis. Also, some cities been have moved after years 
of war.   



Caleb’s Request and Inheritance (Joshua 14:1-15) 
Before any tribe, other than the 2½ tribes east of the Jordan, takes an allotment, Caleb is 
addressed. Much like other portions in the Hebrew Narrative, this is a recap of the events. This 
event with Caleb happens five years into the conquest and is captured here for the record of the 
inheritances (Joshua 14:6b-15). When we go back to Joshua 10:36-37, we see the account of the 
conquest of Hebron.     

The Territories of the Nine and One-Half Tribes in the Land of Canaan 
(Joshua 15-19) 

In these four chapters, the 9½ tribes are given their inheritance. We have already seen 2½ tribes 
given their inheritance. Caleb is given a city on a hill, but there are no specific boundaries set for 
the other tribes. 

The tribes of Israel that receive an inheritance are Reuben, Gad, ½ Manasseh, Judah, Ephraim, 
½ Manasseh, Benjamin, Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and Dan. 

The tribe of Levi is not given an inheritance, but they will be given cities in every land so as to 
serve as priests to the Lord for each tribe. Each tribe will also endure taxes for the survival of the 
Levites. 

The process of dividing the land was by lot. We do not know all of the specifics of how this was 
carried out. But we do know that a survey of the land was done by representatives, and markers 
were designated to determine various portions of land. Then lots were cast to determine which 
land would be apportioned to each of the tribes (Joshua 18:4-6). The fact that lots are mentioned 
in 15:1, 16:1, and 17:1 indicates that the same or similar process had been used for Judah, 
Manasseh and Ephraim. 

This section begins with the tribe of Judah and their portion is very specifically described with all 
the cities and villages. Over 40 verses in chapter 15 are dedicated to the specific cities in the land 
of Judah (map). 

Chapters 16-17 provide the details for the tribes of Ephraim and the west half of Manasseh. 
Remember that these tribes are from the sons of Joseph and he was rewarded with a double 
portion (Genesis 48:5, 22). 

After the portion to the tribes of Joseph was decided, they came with a complaint that the 
land given was supposed to have been two portions, but it was the size of just one (Joshua 
17:14). The answer is that there is land that is not apportioned that will also be theirs, a forest 
that they will have to clear will also be a portion of their land (Joshua 17:17-18). 

The territory of Benjamin (map)  The territory of Simeon (map – Joshua 19:9) 

The territory of Zebulun (map)  The territory of Issachar (map) 

The territory of Asher (map) The territory of Naphtali (map) 

The territory of Dan (map) The land apportioned to Joshua (map) 

Read Joshua 19:49-51    



Six Cities of Refuge (Joshua 20:1-9) 
As is commanded in the Law in Numbers 35:6-34, cities of refuge are to be established (Joshua 
20:7-9).  

Forty-eight Cities for the Levites (Joshua 21:1-42) 
Read 21:1-3, 41-42 (map). Some of these cites were already designated as cities of refuge. The 
Levites had limited resources and little land, just some pastureland. Their inheritance was the 
priesthood of the Lord (Joshua 18:7a). 

Theological Impact 
In reviewing this information, we need to remind ourselves that our first responsibility is to 
understand how this information would impact the intended audience. Then we can look for 
principles that would have an effect upon the church. 

1. This section deals with the inheritance of the land. In the text, two facts are clear. 
a. YHWH provided for Israel as He promised. 
b. Israel kept the covenant these 40 years and accomplished all that God had for 

them up to that point. 
2. The text gives us some foreshadowing of events that specifically come up in the Book of 

Judges, Ruth, and 1st Samuel. But these events also have effects upon the tribes of Israel 
throughout their history. 

a. We are told that they did not drive out the people in various verses, as well as the 
fact that the inhabitants became a thorn in their side as predicted in the Torah and 
restated in the book of Judges (Judges 1:21, 27-34). 

b. As a result, the Angel of the Lord confronts the Tribes of Israel (Judges 2:1-5). 
3. The compare/contrast between the nature of God and the nature of man is clear. 

a. God is faithful all the time; the promises that He made are kept; the deals He made 
with Israel are honored (even negative results). 

b. Israel is sometimes faithful, but most of the time, they are unfaithful and the cycle 
of judgment and calling upon the Lord continues. 

4. God is faithful to the inheritance promises. As believers in Jesus Christ, we can be sure of 
our inheritance because our inheritance is not based upon our performance but God’s 
promise. 

a. Romans 4:13-14 
b. Romans 8:17 
c. Galatians 3:18,29 
d. Galatians 4:7 
e. Colossians 1:12 
f. Titus 3:7 
g. 1 Peter 1:3-5 
h. Revelation 21:1-7 (1 John 5:5)  


