
BASIC BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON  30 – GODLY DISCIPLINE 

GOSPEL 

1 Timothy 2:3-6 – In this passage we see various points of truth from Scripture: God’s desire is for all men to 
be saved, knowledge of the truth is equated to the means of salvation, there is exclusivity to the means of 
salvation, there is only one person who can save, Jesus gave Himself for a ransom for all, and God’s timing is 
perfect and on display. The grace of God exceeds even our biblical understanding. 

THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD  

The main words for discipline in the Greek Scriptures are: 

παιδεύω paideuō - verb  

παιδεία paideia – noun 

These words are rooted in the word “pais,” which means a young person. “paidion” is used for a child and 
a relationship is usually implied. The words for discipline, both the noun and the verb, indicate primarily 
the training that occurs as a father trains his child. 

In our culture, discipline is typically understood as punishment designed to teach a child to not do 
something. This is not the main implication in the Bible; negative consequences can be used to train, but 
the context would have to clearly indicate so.  

παιδεύω paideuō – verb – to provide instruction for information and responsible living (educate); to assist 
in the development of a person’s ability to make appropriate choices (train, correct, give guidance) 

παιδεία paideia – noun – the act of providing guidance for responsible living, (upbringing, training, 
instruction); the state of being brought up properly (training) 

παιδευτής paideutēs – this is the noun for a person who provides instruction, who trains, who corrects. Do 
we call this person a discipliner or a punisher? This word means “instructor.”  

These are some of the most used passages to teach and explain discipline: 

Matthew 18:15-20 – None of the words for discipline is used here (the word group in regard to discipline is 
not used in the Gospels). This section is addressed to the apostles. The use of the word “ἐκκλησία ekklēsia” 
should be understood as assembly and not the new administration later to be revealed by Paul. Discipline is 
set from a teacher to a student. This is to be instituted by the apostles and among the apostles in order to 
establish how to deal with issues among them; an agreement is necessary to dismiss a fellow apostle (which 
did not happen). 

Acts 5:1-11 – Is this discipline? Yes and No. None of the words for discipline is used. But there is training 
being performed by the Holy Spirit and the apostles to the brethren using Ananias and Saphira as examples.  

1 Corinthians 11:27-34 – An error in the church at Corinth has occurred to the point that the Holy Spirit is 
taking action through the agency of Paul the Apostle. Notice that there were several effects (weak, sick, and 
even death). The verb for discipline is employed in verse 32. 

Notice that they did not know what was going on; Paul had to explain what was happening so that they 
would know the problem that they were facing was due to discipline. 

The purpose of the death of the believer is to prevent him from being condemned with the world. 

The solution to this situation is found in verses 33-34. The results of this disciple are in 2 Corinthians 7. 



	

2 Corinthians 7:9-11 – The words for discipline are not employed here, but this has some characteristics of 
godly discipline.  

Paul, the instructor, corrected and trained the believers in Corinth.  

The correction affected the believers to the point that they relented and responded appropriately to the Holy 
Spirit through Paul's words and apostolic discipline.  

Some of these typical passages are about discipline and others are not. The student must be careful as to how 
to understand these passages and not misunderstand discipline. 

Most of the teaching one hears on discipline starts with some verses but usually runs heavily into speculation.  

PASSAGES THAT USE THE WORDS FOR DISCIPLINE 

In the above examples, only one uses a word that is in the word group for discipline. Let’s look at the word in 
its usage and then make some observations. 

Ephesians 6:4 – What is the discipline of the Lord? Teaching, training, correction in the Word of God. This 
is not about spankings or time outs; rather, this is making sure that children are brought up with an 
understanding of God’s truth.   

1 Timothy 1:18-20 – Apostolic authority is employed so that two persons are instructed or disciplined not to 
blaspheme. 

2 Timothy 2:23-26 – Timothy is instructed to (and have others) apply correct discipline with gentleness to 
those who are in opposition to sound teaching. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 – Scripture is what is used for discipline. 

Titus 2:11-12 – Grace instructs us to godliness; instructs is the word for discipline. Grace disciplines us to 
deny ungodliness and worldly desires.  

Revelation 3:19 – How is discipline being employed in these letters? Instruction, warnings, specific 
consequences are given, and each church who needs correction is given an opportunity to correctly respond 
before consequences are employed. 

Hebrews 12:4-13 – Of all the passages of discipline, this is the most direct. The Book of Hebrews is both 
encouraging and disciplinary. In what way were they disciplined? How are they instructed? It is through the 
words of the writer inspired by God.  

OBSERVATIONS 

The only passages that give us instructions on discipline for others are strict in using the Word of God. 

Divine discipline in the Greek Testament was either instituted by an apostle or explained by an apostle. 
Divine discipline in Revelation came with both warnings and opportunities to avoid divine consequences.  
Nowhere in Scripture are we told that if something bad is happening to us, we are to examine ourselves to find 
out if the situation is brought about by God.  

I am convinced that the method of discipline during this administration is biblical. When confronted with 
truth, it hurts; when we find out that we have been believing or teaching wrong doctrine, we are ashamed. We 
must not flee from that discipline. When out of alignment with our position in Christ, accepting or excusing 
sin, and Scripture confronts us (or a biblical brother), we become fearful. We must not flee from discipline but 
thank God He does not abandon us to error but uses both Scripture and teachers to help us correct.  


