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Theological Impact 

The Book of Joshua So Far 
After the death of Moses, Joshua is commissioned by YHWH to take the people over the Jordan 
and conquer the land of Canaan. They begin with the survey and conquest of Jericho where they 
learn that all of the people of the land are fearful and recognize that Israel has YHWH as their 
God, and He fights for them.  

During the conquest of Jericho, an Israelite by the name of Achan took some of the items under 
the ban, and that resulted in YHWH not fighting for Israel at Ai. Israel was defeated and lost 
confidence in taking Canaan. 

In response to the sin, Israel puts Achan under the ban and his entire house (family and 
possessions) fall under the ban and are destroyed by fire. 

With the favor of God restored, Israel proceeds to take Ai, destroying all the people and restarting 
the campaign. Joshua establishes Israel in the land with an altar and the Law of God written and 
read in the presence of the sons of Israel. 

Joshua 8:34-35 – Then afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the 
curse, according to all that is written in the book of the law. There was not a word of all 
that Moses had commanded which Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel 
with the women and the little ones and the strangers who were living among them.     

The Deception of the Gibeonites (Joshua 9:1-27) 
Chapter 9 begins with the consolidation of the opposition forces in Canaan against Israel. Six 
nations conspired to fight against one (Joshua 9:1-2). One nation, the Gibeonites, understood 
they were about to be destroyed or driven out of the land (Joshua 9:24), so they fooled the 
Israelites into a covenant with them (Joshua 9:15).  

Gibeon was a small confederacy of four cities and villages. They were renown and had a strong 
army; they did not want to die or flee. They decided to deceive Joshua and the leaders of Israel 
into thinking that they had come from far away to make peace. Why did it matter whether they 
came from nearby or from a long distance? It was because the Gibeonites apparently knew that 
Israel’s instructions from God were to destroy all the cities and people who lived in Canaan and 



that YHWH prohibited Israel from making peace treaties with any of the residents of Canaan. 
Gibeon was located in the southern region of Canaan, so Israel was forbidden from making a 
treaty with them. They basically had the same options before them as the six other nations: fight 
or move away. There was also a third option: trick Israel into believing they were from a region 
outside of the land of Canaan, make a treaty with them, and then Israel would be contracted to 
let them live and be under their protection. 

Read Joshua 9:3-15.  

The truth came out and Israel encountered the four cities of the Gibeonites, but they were not 
touched because of the covenant that had been made. The people of Israel grumbled against 
their leaders, but the deed had been done; the Gibeonites were not to be harmed. 

Joshua 9:16-21 is the summary of the entire event; Joshua 9:22-27 contain the details. Notice 
that verse 21 and verse 27 have the same conclusion. As a result of their deception, the 
Gibeonites become perpetual servants to Israel. As servants they come under what we call a 
Suzerain Vassal treaty where one group is a servant to the other, but the greater group (the 
suzerain) is responsible for the protection and well-being of the lesser group (vassal).   

Israel Honors their Covenant with the Gibeonites (Joshua 10:1-28) 
In this chapter, the king of Jerusalem, not under Israeli but Canaanite rule, and four other strong 
kings decide they cannot attack Israel, so they decide to attack the Gibeonites in retaliation for 
having made covenant with Israel. 

Gibeon reminds Joshua of the covenant, and Israel responds by taking the valiant warriors to 
battle against these five kings. 

This is where the account becomes very interesting. The battles of Jericho and Ai do not have an 
overt supernatural impact. The walls could be accounted for by an earthquake or other natural 
events. This battle demonstrates that YHWH is, without a doubt, battling for Israel. 

Read Joshua 10:8-11 

Then, in order to secure victory, Joshua prophesied (speaking what God wanted him to speak). 

Read Joshua 10:12-14 

Joshua and the sons of Israel disposed of the five kings after they had hidden themselves in the 
caves at Makkedah. Afterward, they defeat that city with her king and put everyone to death.  

Israel Conquers Southern Canaan (Joshua 10:29-43) 
The rest of the chapter is a geographical account of the conquest of Canaan as they head south.  

Map 

Read Joshua 10:30, 32, 33, 35, 37, 39-42 

 

 

 



Israel Conquers Northern Canaan (Joshua 11:1-23) 
The next portion tells of Israel moving north, but this time, the northern armies of the Canaanites 
formed a coalition and fought against Israel (9:1-2). 

Read Joshua 11:6-9 

This time, God permits Israel to keep some of these cities and their spoil (wealth and belongings). 

In verses 16-20, the conquest of Canaan thus far is recapped (Map). 

Read Joshua 11:16-20  

Listing the Kings defeated by Israel (Joshua 12:1-24) 
This list starts with the battles on the other side of the Jordon and concludes with the kings of 
Tirzah (Joshua 12:24); thirty-one kings in Canaan, not counting the kings on the other side of the 
Jordan (four kings), were defeated over a 40-year period. 

Theological Impact 
In reviewing this information, we need to remind ourselves that our first responsibility is to 
understand how this information would impact the intended audience. 

1. In Joshua 9:14, the text makes the point that they did not ask for the counsel of the Lord. 
God gave Israel the ability to test the truth of a matter. This ability was not used, and 
Israel fell into deception.  

a. The lesson here for Israel is to request counsel from the Lord before making 
decisions. We see this in the lives of the judges and David (1 Samuel 23:9-12).  

b. The ability to test a matter was given to Israel; for us, there is no test other than 
holding the matter against the truth of Scripture (1 Corinthians 6:1-7). 

2. This text also gives context to the nature of the Gibeonites. 
a. The land of Gibeon was given to the Tribe of Benjamin (Joshua 21:17). 
b. The land of Gibeon is referenced from the time of David through Jeremiah and in 

Nehemiah, where 95 Israelites originally from the land of Gibeon come back from 
captivity to help rebuild Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity. 

3. Israel does not void the contract with Gibeon; they defend them, and the Lord comes to 
the defense of Israel as they fight against Gibeon’s attackers. 

a. Israel is to honor covenants, even when the other party does not. 
b. Deception is not a disqualifier for covenants. 

4. The supernatural impact of YHWH on behalf of Israel was to demonstrate the fulfillment of 
God’s covenant with the nation of Israel. 

a. This was to embolden Israel and at the same time keep them humble. 
i. Israel is not the one winning the battle (Joshua 10:11). 
ii. If they break the covenant with the Lord, they will fail (Ai). 

b. This was to demonstrate to the inhabitants of Canaan that they are fighting against 
YHWH Elohim. Israel is the nation that carries His banner and God demonstrates 
His righteousness through His judgments against sin and evil.  


