
BASIC BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON  28 – JUDGMENTS OF THE CROSS 

GOSPEL 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures 

Died – Psalm 22; Isaiah 52:13-53:8; Buried – Psalm 16:10, 30:3; Isaiah 53:9 

THREE JUDGMENTS 

Three features of divine judgment were achieved by Christ’s death on the cross. These are (1) the 
judgment of the sin of the world, (2) the judgment of the believer’s sin nature, and (3) the 
judgment of Satan. These judgments were perfectly met by Christ when He died. 

1. THE JUDGMENT OF THE SIN OF THE WORLD.  

a. The New Testament asserts with absolute assurance that Christ died for the sin of the 
world (John 1:29, 3:16; Hebrews 2:9; 1 John 2:2).  

b. It is true that, out of at least fourteen objectives in His death, Christ had a specific 
design regarding the sins of those who would believe (John 10:11; Ephesians 5:25–27; 
1 John 2:2); but His inclusion of the sins of believers as a particular benefit does not 
exclude the essential truth that He also had a worldwide purpose in His death.  

c. The Word of God asserts that forgiveness and deliverance from the penalty of sin have 
been perfectly secured for all those who believe. The theological implications of this 
declaration point out that this is a divine judgment for sin which falls upon Jesus, who 
bears it as a substitute. In this judgment, it must be understood that this judgment is 
full and complete forever. 

2. THE JUDGMENT OF THE BELIEVER’S SIN NATURE.  

a. This important judgment is not extended to the unregenerate; no Scripture relates it to 
them. The value to the believer of the accomplishment of a sufficient and final divine 
judgment of the sin nature (Romans 6:1–10) is far-reaching.  

b. That value does not accomplish any change in the present vital forcefulness of that 
nature. This judgment consists rather in a divine reckoning which disposes of every 
objection that the sin nature would otherwise impose upon the one who is indwelt with 
the Holy Spirit so as to preclude His control of that nature.  

c. The entire possibility of the overcoming power of the Spirit in the daily life of the 
Christian is involved. Since there is no divine intention that the unsaved shall be 
empowered to be able to please God in their unsaved state, having not the Spirit 
(Romans 8:9-10 Jude 1:19), there is neither a provision nor a promise that extends the 
value of this judgment beyond the limits of those who are saved. The Scripture is clear; 
Christ’s death for the believer’s sin nature is a form of divine judgment (Romans 6:1–
10; Galatians 5:24; Ephesians 4:22–24; Colossians 3:9–10). 



	

3. THE JUDGMENT OF SATAN THROUGH THE CROSS.  

a. To our minds, the relationship between God and the angels is incomprehensible 
because it is only partially revealed. The particular relation between Christ and Satan 
is equally difficult.  

b. Though vast in its scope, some light is gained on the relations existing between Christ 
and the angels from the temptation in the wilderness (Luke 4:1–13), the war in heaven 
(Revelation 12:7–12), and the thousand-year reign in which angelic powers are 
subdued (1 Corinthians 15:25–26).  

c. The judgment of Satan by Christ in connection with the cross is clear, but the what and 
how this takes place is not as clear (John 12:27-33, 14:28-31, 16:5-11; Colossians 
2:13-15). 

CONCLUSION 

Understanding the judgments of the cross provides a great truth. The sacrifice of Jesus is 
completely sufficient to pay for all the sins of the world. The sin issue is satisfied for God. When 
evaluating an individual’s position with God, the question is about righteousness, not sin. 

For the believer, there is no longer the excuse “I am only human” in regard to sin. We can now 
choose to not sin and live moment by moment for the glory of God. For unbelievers, they can do 
nothing but sin, and their sin should not shock us, no matter how egregious. We are not to call 
them to righteous living because they are not capable of it. The call to the unbeliever is to 
believe.  

For Satan, we are to understand that spiritual forces are not to frighten us or intimidate us. Being 
in Christ and being sealed with the Holy Spirit means that they cannot touch us. Their fate is 
sealed, they have been judged, and they know it. 


