
The Book of Joshua 

Introduction 

Over 450 years before the events in Joshua, God made a promise to Abraham. 

Genesis 15:13-21 — God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be 
strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four 
hundred years. But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they 
will come out with many possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; 
you will be buried at a good old age. Then in the fourth generation they will return here, 
for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.” 

It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared 
a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed between these pieces. 

On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have 
given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates: the 
Kenite and the Kenizzite and the Kadmonite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the 
Rephaimand the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Girgashite and the Jebusite.”  

So far, the Books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy have accounted for the fulfillment 
of the prophecy of Genesis 15:13-16.  

The Amorites make up a vast group with many tribes. The origin of the Amorites is found in 
Genesis 10:15-18. Some believe the nation becomes synonymous with the Canaanites, while 
others think this became more of a description of a people that were of the mountain 
(mountain men). 

We can determine that the Amorites had many kings, many tribes, and are the predominant 
force in the land of Canaan. Amorite may be semantically equivalent to Canaanite because 
they basically ruled the land of Canaan (maps). 

Joshua completes the prophecy of Genesis 15:16-21, for the most part, in that they defeat, 
destroy, drive out, or subjugate the inhabitance of the land. 

 



Author 

Joshua 24:25-26 – “And Joshua wrote these words on the scroll of the Law of God….” Joshua was 
the primary author of the book, and this is supported by Jewish tradition.  

Joshua was enabled by God (Deuteronomy 34:9) to lead, to wage war, to have wisdom, and 
probably to write – as a prophet of God. 

The fact that this book records his death and burial obviously lends to the fact that there was 
a subsequent author, but the contribution was probably small. 

The completion of these events would have been around 1370 BC and the book would have 
been around that time. 

Joshua 

Joshua is the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant and successor, and the military leader whom God 
chose to lead the Israelites in the conquest of Canaan. 

Early in the exodus, Moses sent Joshua to fight against the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8–15). 
Joshua defeated Amalek, and Moses wrote of the event and built an altar that he called “The 
Lord is my banner.” 

When Moses sent 12 men from Kadesh-Barnea to spy out the land of Canaan, Joshua was 
picked from the tribe of Ephraim (Numbers 13:8) to go. At that time Joshua was called 
Hoshea, but Moses changed his name to Joshua (Numbers 13:16). Joshua and Caleb were the 
only two spies to bring back a positive report concerning an Israelite invasion of the land 
(Numbers 14:6–9). Of all the adult Israelites to leave Egypt in the exodus, only these two 
crossed the Jordan River and entered the Promised Land. 

When the Lord told Moses of his impending death, Moses asked about his successor, and the 
Lord appointed Joshua to that position. After the death of Moses and from then on, Joshua’s 
leadership was confirmed, and the Lord told Joshua to go over the Jordan and take the land. 

Summary 

God’s promise to bring Israel into the Promised Land would be continued by the man of His 
choosing, Joshua. After a detailed start to the conquest, Joshua would quickly lead the nation 
of Israel on campaigns to the central, southern, and northern parts of Canaan, and the tribes 
of Israel would receive their inheritance. 

In the end, Joshua dies and is buried in the land of the tribe of Ephraim’s inheritance. Joseph’s 
bones are buried (Genesis 50:25; Exodus 13:19). And Eleazar is buried. The transitions from 



Moses and Aaron to Joshua and Eleazar to the tribes of Judah and Levi (Judges 1:1-2) are 
complete. 

Basic Outline 

1. Joshua’s Commission (1:1-18) 
2. The Conquest of the Land (2-12) 
3. The Land Divided (13-22) 
4. Joshua’s Final Address (23-24) 

Geographic Outline 

1. Initial Entrance into Canaan (Jericho and Ai 1-8) 
2. Southern Conquest (9-10) 
3. Northern Conquest (11) 
4. In the Land of Israel (12-24) 

Detailed Outline 

1. Joshua’s Commission (1:1-18) 
a. God Encourages Joshua (1:1-11) 
b. Joshua holds the tribe of Reuben to their promises (1:12-18) 

2. The Conquest of the Land (2-12) 
a. Rahab (2) 
b. Crossing the Jordan (3-4) 
c. Circumcision of Israel; Passover in the Land (5) 
d. Jericho (6) 
e. Achan’s Sin and Israel’s Failure at Ai (7) 
f. Conquest of Ai (8) 
g. Israel is deceived by the Gibeonites (9) 
h. Israel honors her covenant with Gibeon (10:1-15) 
i. Conquest of Southern Canaan (10:16-43) 
j. Conquest of Northern Canaan (11) 
k. List of the Kings/Tribes defeated by Israel (12)  

3. The Land Divided (13-22) 
a. The Land that is not possessed (13:1-7) 
b. Land for Half of Manasseh and Reuben and Gad (13:8-32) 
c. Land for Caleb (14) 
d. Land for Judah (15) 
e. Land for Ephraim (16) 



f. Land for the Other Half of Manasseh (17) 
g. Land for Benjamin (18) 
h. Land for Simeon (19:1-9) 
i. Land for Zebulun (19:10-16) 
j. Land for Issachar (19:17-23) 
k. Land for Asher (19:24-31) 
l. Land for Naphtali (19:32-39) 
m. Land for Dan (19:40-48) 
n. Six Cities of Refuge (20) 
o. Forty-eight Cities of the Levites (21) 
p. Manasseh, Reuben, and Gad return (22:1-34) 

4. Joshua’s Final Address (23-24) 
a. Joshua’s Farwell Address (23:1-16) 
b. Joshua renews the Covenant with Israel (24:1-28) 
c. Joshua's Death and Burial (24:29-31) 
d. Joseph’s Bones buried in his father’s land (24:32) 
e. Eleazar’s death and burial (24:33) 

 

Key Verses 

Joshua 1:5-9 

Joshua 2:8-11 

Joshua 5:8-9 

Joshua 5:10-12 

Joshua 5:13-15 

Joshua 6:20 

Joshua 23:11-13 

Joshua 23:16 

Joshua 24:14-18 

Joshua 24:29-33

 

Questions? 

Why does God have Israel invade a land and take over a country and cities that they did 
not establish? 

Why does God command the genocide of peoples; does God indeed command genocide? 

Is the conquest of Canaan recorded in hyperbole? 

Does God condone and honor lying (Rahab)? 

Why does Israel honor an agreement made under a false pretense? 


