
 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 2 

Philippians 2:14-16 – Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will 
prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights 
in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have 
reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 

Introduction 

The instructions, the reasons for them, and their results throughout these first two chapters are all connected. 
It is important to remember that this next section in Philippians is not an island. This next section is not the 
only instruction and the results are not only from this short imperative. 

Do not lose sight of the whole.  
I would contest that “Do all things without grumbling or disputing” is expounding upon the “have this 
attitude in you which is in Christ Jesus.” 
I am convinced, however, that this may be from a different perspective. The previous section results in 
unity. This current section results in being a proper behavioral witness and not wasting Paul’s labor. 

Verse 14 – Do all things without grumbling and disputing 
The first three words are very literal in this translation. Our investigation begins with grumbling and 
disputing. 

Grumbling  
“γογγυσμός gongusmos” — The word means “an utterance made in a low tone” or “behind the scenes talk.” 
In Scripture, this is always negative and often implies disagreement (John 7:12; Acts 6:1). 

In the Septuagint, this word is used for the murmuring of the Israelites while in the wilderness. The 
Hebrew word indicates complaining from a state of stubbornness. 
There is a difficulty with a transfer here. The Acts reference does not indicate that type of grumbling, so 
we cannot have a total meaning transfer. The context dictates the full function here. 
The grumbling is in the context of a demonstration of goodness in contrast to the ways of this world. 
This grumbling must be public and to do it would disqualify the church in regard to behavioral witness 
to the world in darkness. 
In context, what does this indicate? In the above analysis of the letter, one of the common goals is unity, 
meaning the same mind, same love, co-spirited, intent on one purpose. This is initiated back in 1:27 in 
their striving together for the faith. 
This grumbling, then, must indicate a conflict within the ranks in view of outsiders. The doctrines of 
God are expected to be unifying and not a point of contention. The attitude of Jesus Christ is also our 
goal so that we demonstrate unity. 

Disputing  
“διαλογισμός dialogismos” — This word is a compound word for “through thinking (supposing, 
reasoning).” The word itself is internal (Matthew 15:19; Romans 1:21; 1 Corinthians 3:20; James 2:4).  

In Luke 9:46-47, we have one instance that seems to be an external argument. Verse 46, this word is 
translated argument; in verse 47, this word is translated thinking. In this passage, are they arguing who is 
the greatest or are they deliberating how one becomes the greatest? 

The word is used again in 1st Timothy 2:8.  
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The word seems to indicate the reasoning of a man. This is never used to demonstrate the reasoning of 
God. In fact, it is used in opposition. This is not the difficulties of handling Scripture; this is trying to 
reason through something without the guidance of Scripture. This is sometimes translated doubt, but that 
does not fully carry the idea of this word. 
How does this affect the view of the world upon the believer if this is internal? The internal reasoning of 
man does not mean it stays in one’s own mind. The wisdom of the world manifests itself in the way we 
react, the advice we give and the way we interact with the world. 

Conclusion of verse 14 
This instruction, then, concerns the doctrines of God in relation to the activity of the believer. On one hand, 
we have the arguments within the church, and on the other, we have the sordid poor deliberations of a faulty 
mind without the guidance of God’s Word. 
These actions are done in relation to the doctrines of God and are to be in full agreement within the church 
and with relying upon the logic and reasoning of God rather than ourselves. 
Not grumbling and not having internal disputes (doubting) is in contrast to demonstrating the good 
intentions of God. Our responsibility is to ensure that our activity and our communication represents the 
God who loves and desires to save all. This may not be how it is received, but it is our responsibility to have 
all negative accusations be untrue and not based upon a character flaw (1 Peter 4:14-16). 

Verses 15 – So that 
The first word in Philippians 2:15 is “ἵνα hina.” This word indicates either purpose or result (actual or 
intended). In this book, the typical idea is that of an actual result. The previous information is what is 
expected. If the previous information (Do all things without grumbling or internal disputing) is done, then 
the result will be verses 15-16. This is why this activity has a specific idea in mind and with a particular 
audience in view. 

The results are determined by finding the subjunctive verb and the object of that verb. In this passage, 
the verb is “γίνομαι ginomai.” This is similar to “eimi” in that it is often translated as a “to be” verb. But 
this word means to become, to come into existence, or to produce objects or results.  
This verb is in the Aorist Subjunctive, which means that there is an air of uncertainty, normally 
translated with the verb as might or may. The “hina” clause’s result is directly tied to the command or 
proposition. If one does indeed do all things without grumbling or internal disputing, then the results are 
such and such. But if one does not do all things without grumbling or disputing, then the results are also 
nullified. 
In Philippians 2:15, two adjectives are the objects of this “hina” clause 

Results 
1. Blameless 
2. Pure (innocent - NASB) 

Being children of God is not a result in this text. More on that later. 
Both of these adjectives are alpha negative words. The wordplay is minor, but Paul chooses to use words 
that emphasize the positive attributes by not having the negative.     

Blameless 
ἄμεμπτος amemptos – the alpha negative of “μέμφομαι memphomai – blame, find fault;” meaning 
blameless, without fault, without defect. The first instance of this word is found in Luke 1:6. This word is 
also found in Philippians 3:6 and 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13.  
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The reference in 1 Thessalonians is about love for the saints and for all people. The evaluation is by 
God, but the action is toward people. 

 
Pure – Innocent 

ἀκέραιος akeraios – this is the alpha negative of the word that means mixed. This indicates un-mixed. “The 
term akeraios comes from kerannumi (2738), which denotes "to mix, to pour." It could refer to "unmixed" 
or "pure" substances (e.g., "pure water" or "unalloyed metals"; cf. Liddell-Scott). But, in a military context, 
it could describe an "unharmed" or "untouched" army. Metaphorically it could speak of "pure, innocent," 
and therefore "blameless" persons; moreover, this metaphorical use could carry over into a variety of areas 
(Liddell-Scott).  
The word is used only in a few contexts (Matthew 10:16; Romans 16:19). Obviously, doves are seen as 
clean and pure. In Romans, the idea is not to be mixed with evil. This is probably the best understanding in 
Philippians. One is not to be mixed with the world, the system, and the works of the world. 

Conclusion of 15a 
These two results are an evaluation by God but not “blameless and pure” when compared to God. The 
challenge is to function as believers, to have the best godly reputation. This is not meant to be an attempt to 
be perfect before God; that is impossible. But God does expect us to maintain a good reputation without 
grumbling or deliberating truth, an example to others, being children of God above reproach.  

 
Verse 15b – Children of God above reproach 

There is a shift in the text here. This phrase is not in the same parts of speech or structure as we find 
blameless and pure. 
This seems to move from result to reality. The primary difficulty is that the verse break does not represent 
this well. 

There is no textual validation that being children of God is ever a result of behavior.  
Children is in the Nominative Plural Neuter (blameless and pure are in the masculine; they cannot modify 
children). But what about above reproach? 

Without Fault – Above Reproach 
ἄμωμος amōmos – this is a cognate of “ἄμεμπτος amemptos” and indicates unblemished, but where 
blameless in 15a is consistently a behavioral trait, “ἄμωμος amōmos” is a positional truth in the Pauline 
Epistles.  

Ephesians 1:4 

Ephesians 5:27 
Colossians 1:22 

      Also, the distinction in Hebrews and 1 Peter is about Jesus Christ: 
Hebrews 9:14 

1 Peter 1:19 
      In Jude, the word is used again as a positional truth: 

Jude 24 
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The conclusion of this phrase in Philippians is that the statement is a new thought, a new sentence. 
There is no verb in this new sentence and therefore is implied “(You are) children of God unblemished in 
the midst of a crooked generation having been perverted…” 

In Greek, when the verb is not present, it is implied, but this also makes it a stronger and absolute truth. 
We call this an axiom – a statement or proposition that is regarded as being established, accepted, or 
self-evidently true. 

This is Paul's normal manner of encouraging the believer. Our position in Jesus Christ places us in a new 
status. Paul, throughout his letters, explains who you are. That reality is the basis for Paul's instructions. 
Who you are should influence what you do. 

 

Who Are You? 

Romans 1:6 – You are saints 

Romans 6:14 – For you are not under law but under grace 

Romans 8:9-11 – You, even you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, since Christ is 
in you. The Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you. 

1 Corinthians 1:30 – By His doing you are in Christ Jesus 

1 Corinthians 3:17 – You are the temple of God 

1 Corinthians 6:19 – You are not your own. 

1 Corinthians 12:27 – Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it. 

Galatians 3:26-29 – For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For 
you are all one in Christ Jesus, and since you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise. 

Galatians 4:6 – Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 
our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 

Ephesians 2:5-8 – God made us alive together with Christ (by grace you are having 
been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, For by grace you are having been saved through faith.  
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Ephesians 2:19 – You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and are of God's household. 

Colossians 2:10 – In Him you are having been filled to a complete measure. 

 
I am elect 

I am under grace 

I am in the Spirit 

I am in Christ Jesus 

I am the temple of God 

I am the property of God 

I am a member of Christ body 

I am a Son of God 

I am an heir of Abraham 

I am one who has been saved  

I am a citizen of Heaven 

I am an heir of the Kingdom 

I am one who has everything 
provided by God 

 

Crooked  

σκολιός skolios – If you recognize this word from the medical condition known as scoliosis, you would be 
correct. The original meaning of the word indicates a road that is difficult to travel, twisting or with many 
obstacles. In ancient Greek, this word is used figuratively of someone who is rebellious, disorderly, or evil. 

In the New Testament, this word is used four times (including Philippians), one of which is very interesting: 

Acts 2:39-40 – Even among the Jews at the time of Pentecost, there was the declaration that this was a 
crooked generation.  

For believers, we have an understanding that has never been experienced prior to 100 AD. This generation, 
2000 years later, has more information and more doctrine with the completion of Scripture than any other 
before it. But we also live in a time that the world is obstinate and more militant against truth than any other 
time, and it is going from bad to worse. In fact, the world’s views and system have crept into Christendom 
and it is getting harder and harder to find those who will speak the truth of God’s Word. 
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Perverse  

διαστρέφω diastrephō – means to turn aside.  

The root word – “στρέφω strephō has many cognates with some familiar  

 
The word indicates a cause to turn -  

to cause to be distorted, deform  

to cause to depart from an accepted standard of moral or spiritual values, pervert  

to cause to be uncertain about a belief or to believe something different, mislead  

This generation causes this perversion. Normally, we think of perversion in an immoral sphere. In this 
context, it is the truth that is being twisted. Morality is not mentioned like it is in Corinthians or other letters. 

In a different context, abstaining from immorality is vital to stand out in a perversion (Ephesians 4:17-19). 

Among whom you appear as lights in the world, 

Simile language is used here — “you appear as.” 

Lights or “φωστήρ phōstēr” is the fact of appearing, not the act of shining. Otherwise, it would be the verb 
"φωτίζω phōtizō.” The point is minor, and I think we all get the idea that we are not actually illuminating. 
But the fact is that God has provided us with truth, and we are supposed to enlighten the world with truth. 

Isaiah 49:6 – Who is the Servant? 

John 1:4; 8:12; 9:5 – We are lights because He is the light. 
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2 Corinthians 4:6 

Ephesians 5:6-8 

1 Thessalonians 5:4-5 

The manner in which Paul uses the truth “you are lights” is positional. This should influence how we act 
and how we interact with each other. But the light is not our actions. 

Holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run 
in vain nor toil in vain. 

The word for holding fast is ἐπέχω epechō” and indicates a holding out or presenting. The word of life is not 
supposed to be held on to but presented to and offered to the world. 

This is an adverbial present participle, so the activity is conjoined to the reality. 

“You are lights holding out the word of life.” Paul gives it a reality because he knows to whom he is 
writing. The Philippian church had already demonstrated a commitment to the support and spreading of the 
gospel. To take this as a reality for all believers would be a misnomer.  

If you have been holding out the word of life – good 

If you have not been holding out the word of life – do so 

In the act of being a partner with the gospel, we are ones that hold out the word of life. Paul’s mission was 
to train others who would carry on the mission. The fact that the Philippian church was carrying out the 
mission, both verbally and behaviorally, means that the mission was a success. Paul is not concerned with 
his legacy, but he is concerned with having the mission from God complete. We know in 2 Timothy that 
Paul says, “I have finished the course.” 

 


