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Outline 

Numbers 1-10 – Camped at Sinai 

Numbers 10b-12 – Travel to Paran 
Numbers 13-19 – In the Wilderness of Paran 

Numbers 20-21 – Travel to Moab 
Numbers 22-36 – In the Plains of Moab 

Numbers 1-10 – Preparation of the Old Generation 
Numbers 11-25 – In the Wilderness 

Numbers 26-36 – Preparation of the New Generation 
Agenda 

1. Complaining Along the Way (11-12) 
2. The Rebellion at Kadesh Barnea (13-14) 
3. Rebellion of Korah and the Nation (16-17) 
4. Death of Miriam and Rebellion of Moses and Death of Aaron (20) 
5. The Bronze Serpent (21) 
6. Balaam (22-25) 
7. Israel: The Next Generation (26-36) 

Balaam (22-25) 

Three Questions: 

1. Who is Balaam? 
2. Why is this account important to Israel? What is the theological impact to Israel? 
3. Why is this account important to subsequent readers? What is the theological impact to us? 

The Story 

In the plains of Moab (22:1-4) 

Fear of the king of Moab, Balak the son of Zippor 

Moab aligns with the Medianites. The interaction that Moses and Israel previously had with the Medianites 
does not mean that all of the Medianites were involved. Some have tried to make an observation that Zippor 
is strangely close to Zipporah. Some have opined that Balak is actually a relative by marriage of Moses. But 
this connection is never made in Scripture. Zipporah is last mentioned in Exodus 18 and there is no 
connection other than a similar name. 

Balak turns to the Midianites, perhaps being both the king of Moab and the son of Zippor (we can allow for 
the presumption that Zippor is a Midianite). He turns to his friends and tries to persuade the elders of 
Median to join him. The case he makes is not because of Israel’s defeat of the Amorites, but that Israel will 
take all their resources. 

This chapter does not detail their responses. But we can conclude that they do not come against them 
physically but are going to try to deal with them spiritually. Both Balak and the elders of Midian understand 
that one cannot defeat Israel through military might. 
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The decision was to send for an oracle. The presumption is that Balaam is a hired gun, one who blesses or 
curses for a price (22:5-7). This is not stated as a premise, but it is what is concluded at the end. 

Balaam does not leave with them at the offer but says to them, “I need to hear from YHWH” (22:8-14). The 
initial conversation that Balaam has with YHWH demonstrates a few things. 

1. Balaam already had a relationship with YHWH 
a. Balaam uses the personal name of God 
b. Balaam waits to hear from God; he expected to hear from God 

2. Balaam was unaware of the identity and nature of Israel 
3. Balaam initially listens to God and refuses to go. He doesn’t negotiate but tells them what God said. 

Afterwards, Balak sends back the messengers with more money (22:15-20). Again, some observations: 

1. No matter the compensation, he said he’ll do nothing contrary to the commandment of YHWH his 
God. 

2. Balaam does not initiate the conversation with God, but God does give permission to go. 

Balaam leaves and the well-known story is told. 

The is often confusing to the reader because, right after the Lord gives permission to go, the Lord is angry. 
But that is explained in verse 32, “your way was contrary to me.” The word for contrary in this passage 
means to be perverse. Because we know what is said later, we know that Balaam is looking for a pay day. It 
seems as though his mind was altered along the way to do what Balak wanted regardless of what YHWH 
commanded, a complete reversal from what he had said in verse 18. 

After Balaam come to Balak, he tells him that he can only speak what the Lord puts in his mouth. 

Numbers 23 – 24 – Balak tries to entice Balaam three times to curse Israel, but instead Balaam blesses Israel 
and gives seven oracles (statements) in regard to Israel and to her enemies. 

1. Numbers 23:7-10 – Reiteration of the great nation promise made to Abraham (Genesis 12:2a; 15:5) 
2. Numbers 23:18-24 –  

a. Balaam tells the hearers of the nature of YHWH in verse 19. 
i. God is not a man 

ii. God does not lie 
iii. God is not subservient to man 
iv. God does not change His mind 
v. God does what He purposes to do 

b. Verse 24 – Balaam gives the prophecy of utter conquest of the land (Genesis 12:1, 15:17-21) 
3. Numbers 24:3-9 –  

a. The Spirit of God came upon him 
b. Reiteration of the blessing (Genesis 12:2-3) 

4. Numbers 24:15-19 – Messianic prophecy 
5. Numbers 24:20 – Prophecy against Amalek (1 Samuel 15:1-9; 32-33) 
6. Numbers 24:21-22 – The Kenites last for a long while, but are subservient (1 Samuel 15:6, 27:10) 
7. Numbers 24:23-24 – There is not a satisfactory cross reference here, the conclusion is that these 

nations are lost to history. 


