
BASIC BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON  26 – OUTER DARKNESS 
“Then	the	king	said	to	the	servants,	 ‘Bind	him	hand	and	foot,	and	throw	him	into	
the	 outer	 darkness;	 in	 that	 place	 there	 will	 be	 weeping	 and	 gnashing	 of	 teeth.’ 
(Matthew 22:13).  

Read Matthew 22:1-14 

POSSIBLE INTERPRETATIONS 

1. For the unregenerate: the body goes to the grave, and the spirit goes to Hades to wait for 
the resurrection of the body at the close of the Millennium (Luke 16:23). Hades stands in 
contrast to heaven (Matt. 11:23; Luke 10:15) as a fiery place where there is no light at all 
and where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 13:40–42; 22:13), a place of 
eternal torment (Mark 9:43–48). ~ Charles Ryrie 

2. This, without doubt, refers to the future punishment of the hypocrite, Matthew 23:23-33, 
24:51. ~ Albert Barns 

3. Those who repent and propose to be subjects of the Messianic reign must become righteous 
in character and life or they cannot enjoy its benefits. It is not enough for a man to place 
himself in outward relation to the kingdom; he must also develop the corresponding 
character and conduct.	Those who accept God's bounty in the gospel, the salvation that is 
not by works but according to his mercy, must "be careful to maintain good works"; 
otherwise they insult God, and disgrace the feast of salvation, and will not be allowed to 
share it—yea, will be severely punished. ~ John Broadus 

4. In this parable the first parties invited represent the Jews; the city of murderers is 
Jerusalem; the persons called from the highways are the Gentiles; the entrance of the king 
is the coming of the Lord to final judgment; and the man without the wedding-garment is 
anyone who will be found in the church without a suitable character. The character of 
Christ is our wedding-garment, and all the regenerated must wear it. ~ J.W. McGarvey 

5. “Darkness” (skotos) can simply refer to physical darkness (Luke 23:44-45). The notion of 
“judgment in the lake of fire” is not part of the semantic value of the word. To read this 
idea into it is again to commit the illegitimate identity transfer. It does sometimes refer to 
the judgment of the lake of fire, but only when associated with the “furnace of fire,” but, in 
Matthew 22, it is associated with the relative darkness outside of a banquet 
hall.	Presumably, in the story this is a local area immediately outside the banquet hall. The 
phrase is a metaphor for an experience of exclusion from the joy. If it has a spatial 
inference, it refers to a region in the New Jerusalem in heaven which is outside the banquet 
hall where the wedding festivities occur. This does not mean they are the “edge of the 
kingdom,” but they are outside the celebration…Those Christians who do not possess the 
garment of righteous acts, who lack wedding garments at the wedding banquet, will not 
only be excluded from the joy of the banquet but will also experience profound regret, 
“wailing and gnashing of teeth.” ~ Jody Dillow 

 



	

ANALYSIS 

1. Various passages have the same language with some differences 

 

2. All of these references, directly or implied, are concerning the Messianic Reign. 
3. All of the people involved are human. 
4. Parables do not supersede clear teaching passages. 
5. Neither the Church nor the age where the church is present is unveiled in the Gospels. 
6. Spiritual position before God is not mentioned in these passages. 
7. Regardless of the terminology, the acts of God or the king are punitive. 
8. We know that there is no condemnation to those who are in Jesus (Romans 8:1). 
9. Spiritually, there is no fear when we see Jesus; these passages are designed to cause fear. 
10.  We must not use these passages to promote the teaching for those in Christ, the Church, to 

cause fear to live a “good Christian life.” 

CONCLUSION 

1. Grace teaches us of the sufficient sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2. Grace teaches us about our numerous spiritual blessings and acceptance by God as a result 

of our position in, and identity with, Jesus Christ. 
3. Grace teaches us about our union with Christ and His victory over sin. 
4. Grace is our motivation to train us to deny ungodliness and perform good works. 
5. Grace teaches us that each and every sin is paid for and that all sin is forgiven at the cross 

for all who believe in Him. 
6. What sin is there left to be paid for those in Christ Jesus? 
7. Kingdom passages can seem to contradict these passages, but we must always remember 

that this is not about righteousness of God, the gift of admittance into Heaven, or the 
eternal punishment of Hell.  


