
BASIC BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON  25 – MAJOR THEMES IN NEW TESTAMENT PROPHECY  
NINE MAJOR THEMES 

I. THE NEW AGE 
The present dispensation, which has extended nearly two thousand years, and which lies between the two 
advents of Christ, was never anticipated in any Old Testament prophecy. Also, in virtue of being mentioned as a 
“mystery,”  it is declared to be one of the amazing secrets hidden in the counsels of God until the appointed 
time of its revelation; The phrase “the kingdom of heaven” refers to any rule God may exercise at any time in 
the earth. Being limited to the earth, it is to be distinguished from “the kingdom of God,” which concerns the 
heavenly realm and eternal state (John 3:5; 1st Corinthians 6:10). While the long-predicted millennial reign of 
Christ in the earth is the final form of the kingdom of heaven and that which was foreseen by all the prophets 
and announced by Christ in His earthly ministry, the present dispensation, is not a kingdom but is being 
prepared for one. The first twelve chapters of the Gospel by Matthew present Christ as Israel’s Messiah and 
record the first indication of His rejection by that nation. What is not seen is the gospels is this concept of a new 
age. It is a mystery. A “mystery” in the New Testament is something unrevealed until its onset (Rom 11:25; 1 
Cor 15:51; Eph 3:1–6; 5:25–32; 2 Thess 2:7; Col 1:27;). This mystery is a different age, a new age that has a 
different characteristic. For a time God will have as his administrators not a nation but a group of believers. 
These will be received and preserved as the children of God, while those who do not believe are to be rejected 
and judged. The age itself, at its beginning, is evil (Gal. 1:4). Its “last days” and their evil character are set forth 
in one of the most extensive bodies of New Testament Scripture (2 Thess. 2:1–12; 1 Tim. 4:1–3; 2 Tim. 3:1–5; 
James 5:1–10; 2 Pet. 2:1–3:8; Jude 1:1–23; Rev. 3:14–22). The Bible does not predict a converted earth in this 
dispensation (2 Tim. 3:13). 

II. THE NEW DIVINE PURPOSE 
The New Testament introduces the Church as a new classification of humanity to function in the new age, in 
addition to the Jews and the Gentiles who have been seen throughout the Old Testament (1 Cor. 10:32). By the 
word church, (note its first use in Matt. 16:18) reference is made to those from all kindreds and tribes who, in 
this age, are born again, receiving eternal life, being baptized with the Spirit, placed in Christ, forming with 
Him the new creation. Into this company, both Jews and Gentiles are gathered (Eph. 3:1–6) through the 
preaching of the gospel of grace. This redeemed company is now related to Christ as the stones in a building 
(Eph. 2:19–22), the new creation (2 Cor. 5:17), and the body (Eph. 1:22–23, 3:6). When the divine purpose in 
the calling out of the Church has been completed, Christ will come to receive His own (1 Thess. 4:13–17). 
Those who have died will be raised (1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 4:13–17), and those still living will be translated (1 
Cor. 15:51; 1 Thess. 4:13–17), and all, whether by resurrection or translation, shall receive a new body like His 
glorious body (Phil. 3:21; 1John 3:2). 
New Testament prophecy carries the Church from the onset of Pentecost until she is received into heaven at the 
coming of the Lord and then returns with Him to reign with Him (1 Cor. 6:1-3; 2 Tim. 2:11-13). 

III. THE NATION ISRAEL 
The New Testament resumes the history of Israel where the Old Testament left them—a disorganized and partly 
scattered people, a portion of whom are dwelling in the land. Nationally, they are, in this dispensation, set aside; 
but as individuals, they are on the same plane before God as Gentiles (Rom. 3:9; 10:12). Though they are the 
Chosen People, they are subject to the same offer of salvation by grace alone. At its beginning, it was predicted 
that throughout this dispensation, the nation Israel would be: blind (Rom. 11:25), broken off (Rom. 11:17), and 
under Gentile oppression (Luke 21:24). In the tribulation, they are to be hated (Matt. 24:9), and in the kingdom, 
they are to be regathered (Matt. 24:31) and saved (Rom. 11:26). Christ predicted that the wrath of God would 
fall upon them and that their beloved city would be destroyed (Luke 21:20–24), and this prophecy was fulfilled 
by the siege under Titus in the year 70 AD. Likewise, He predicted the sorrows of the tribulation (Matt. 24:9–
26), their sifting judgments preparatory to entrance into their kingdom glory (Matt. 24:37–25:30; note also 
Ezek. 20:38), and His own occupancy of the throne of David (Matt. 25:31; Acts 15:16–17), when their blessings 
under the Davidic covenant will be realized. The Apostle Paul prophesied of Israel’s national salvation (Rom. 



	

11:26–27), and the Apostle John prophesied of their place in the tribulation (Rev. 7:4–17; 12:13–17) and of 
their coming kingdom on the earth (Rev. 20:4–6).  

IV. THE GENTILES 
The Gentiles' predominate role in the New Testament is seen in relation to what Christ designated as “the times 
of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24). This period began with the Babylonian dispersion and continues with its 
successive world empires and concluding judgments until terminated by the glorious return of Christ (Dan. 
2:44–45). The Gentile times are contemporaneous with the Church and continue for seven years after the 
Church Age is ended. Gentile nations will be judged, with some entering the kingdom and some dismissed to 
the lake of fire (Matt. 25:31–46).  

V. THE GREAT TRIBULATION 
Continuing with greater detail the Old Testament predictions concerning the great tribulation, the New 
Testament is both explicit and extensive. Christ spoke of that time concerning Israel (Matt. 24:9–26), the 
Apostle Paul writes of it in its relation to the forces of evil (2 Thess. 2:1–12), while the Apostle John records at 
length the tremendous divine program that will be enacted in those days (Rev. 4:1–19:6). In this brief period 
that probably lasts, at most, seven years (Dan. 9:27; possibly shortened a little, Matt. 24:22), judgments are 
accomplished in the earth, the forces of evil are first released and then terminated, while both spiritual and 
political rule of the beast and the false prophet are destroyed. 

VI. SATAN AND THE FORCES OF EVIL 
Prophecy concerning Satan begins in the Old Testament (Ezek. 28:11–19; Isa. 14:12–17) and concludes with 
his binding and confinement to the abyss (Rev. 20:1–3), and, after he has been released from the abyss for a 
little season and has led the last revolt against the authority of God (Rev. 20:7–9), his final doom in the lake of 
fire (Rev. 20:10). Closely related to the prophecy concerning Satan is that of the man of sin, which prophecy 
also begins in the Old Testament (Ezek. 28:1–10; Dan. 7:8, 9:24–27, 11:36–45) and includes the prophecy by 
Christ in which the coming of that wicked one is pointed out as a sign to Israel of the end of the age (Matt. 
24:15). Likewise, the Apostle Paul foresees him desecrating the restored temple, declaring himself to be God, 
and then destroyed by the glorious appearing of Christ (2Thess. 2:1–12), while the Apostle John sees him in 
both his power and his final doom (Rev. 13:1–10, 19:20, 20:10). 

VII. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 
This, the greatest theme of all prophecy, was the subject of the first prediction by man (Jude 1:14–15) and is the 
last message of the Bible (Rev. 22:20). It is the dominant feature of all Old Testament prophecy concerning the 
Day of Jehovah and, likewise, is the major theme of New Testament prophecy. Beginning in connection with 
the first evidence of Israel's rejection of His Messianic claims, this great event was continually upon the lips of 
Christ (Matt. 23:37–25:46; Mark 13:1–37; Luke 21:5–38). Again, it is emphasized by the Apostle Paul (Rom. 
11:26; 1Thess. 3:13, 5:1–4; 2Thess. 1:7–2:12), by James (5:1–8), by Peter (2 Pet. 2:1–3:18), by Jude (1:14–15), 
and by John in (1John 2:28; Revelation). 

VIII. THE MESSIANIC KINGDOM 
Continuing this major theme of Old Testament prophecy, the New Testament again adds many details. The 
kingdom teachings of Christ addressed to Israel, as recorded in the Synoptic Gospels, portray the character and 
glory of that coming age, while the Apostle John reveals its duration to be a period of one thousand years (Rev. 
20:4, 6). 

IX. THE ETERNAL STATE 
As the Old Testament enters into the eternity past and discloses the origin of all things, so the New Testament 
penetrates the future and discloses the consummation of present things with the revelation of what will be in the 
eternity to come. The destiny of men, both saved and lost, the destiny of angels, both unfallen and fallen, and 
the outworking of every covenant God has made with His elect nation are declared in the New Testament. 


