
BASIC BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON  24 – MAJOR THEMES IN OLD TESTEMENT PROPHECY 
1. GOSPEL 

Clarity on the Person of Jesus Christ 

Who He is, What He did, What He promises   

2. SEVEN MAJOR THEMES 

I. Prophecy Concerning Gentiles 

THE FIRST GENTILE PREDICTION: Noah received a prophecy with reference to the character that would be 
exhibited by each of his three sons as progenitors of the races to repopulate the earth (Gen. 9:25–27). 

THE JUDGMENTS UPON NATIONS ADJACENT TO ISRAEL: Some of the judgements against the Gentile 
nations have already occurred, but many are yet to be fully completed. These predictions are set forth in various 
portions of the Old Testament: Babylon and Chaldea (Isa. 13:1–22; Jer. 50:1–51:64), Moab (Isa. 15:1–9; Jer. 
48:1–47), Damascus (Isa. 17:1–14; Jer. 49:23–27), Egypt (Isa. 19:1–25; Jer. 46:2–28), Philistia and Tyre (Isa. 
23:1–18; Jer. 47:1–7), Edom (Jer. 49:7–22), Ammon (Jer. 49:1–6), Elam (Jer. 49:34–39). 

THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES: In contrast to times and seasons, which seems to refer to the divine dealing 
with Israel, is the phrase “the times of the Gentiles,” which relates to divine dealings with the Gentiles. The 
latter term was introduced by Christ (Luke 21:24) and measures the period in which Jerusalem will be 
ultimately under control of the Gentiles, from the time of the Babylonian captivity to the Messianic Reign. 

THE SUCCESSION OF MONARCHIES: Four world powers were foreseen by Daniel—Babylon, Medo-
Persia, Greece, and Rome (or Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greco-Roman, and Ottoman). These, as foreseen by the 
prophet, were to dominate Gentile times and be terminated by the glorious coming of Christ, when the 
Messianic kingdom will supersede all human rule and authority.  

GENTILE NATIONS AND THE KINGDOM: Much Old Testament prophecy foresees the share Gentiles will 
have in Israel’s kingdom (cf. Isa. 11:10, 42:1, 6, 49:6, 22, chapters 60, 62, and 63). But the Gentile nations will 
be subservient to Israel (cf. Isa. 14:1–2, 60:12, 61:5).  

II. Prophecy Concerning Israel’s Early Stages 

The early history of Israel, both in the land and in bondage, presents a number of events that will be found to be 
subjects of prediction. Practically all of these have been fulfilled and in a literal manner. These features are 
recorded in the Pentateuch and the Old Testament historical books. The extended list includes Israel’s Egyptian 
bondage and release (Gen. 15:13–14), the character and destiny of Jacob’s sons (Gen. 49:1–28), and Israel in 
the land following the Egyptian bondage (Deut. 28:1–62, 63–67). 

III. Prophecy Concerning the Nation of Israel 

Beginning with the Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 12:1–3; 13:14–17; 15:1–7; 17:1–8) and continuing throughout 
the Old Testament, there is prediction concerning the chosen earthly people of God. There have been many 
promises made to the Nation of Israel: a national entity (Jer. 31:36), a land (Gen. 13:15), a throne (2 Sam. 7:16; 
Ps. 89:36), a King (Jer. 33:21), and a kingdom (Dan. 7:14). All of these divine blessings are endless in their 
duration. Yet reservation is made whereby these blessings may be interrupted as a chastisement upon the nation, 
though never can they be abrogated. This people will, according to prophecy, take the leading place among all 
the peoples of the earth, planted forever upon their own land under the gracious reign of David’s greater Son 
sitting on David’s throne. 



	

IV. Prophecy Concerning Judgement, Dispersion, and Reconciliation of Israel 

As before indicated, there were to be three dispersions of Israel from the land and three returns. That nation is 
now in the third dispersion and awaiting the third return. By the Assyrian captivity of the Northern Kingdom, 
the ten tribes of Israel were, as prophecy anticipated, taken off the land as a punishment for their sins and 
scattered through all nations of the earth, followed later on by the Southern Kingdom also. Prophecies bearing 
on this final dispersion are extensive (Lev. 26:32–39; Deut. 28:63–68; Ps. 44:11; Neh. 1:8; Jer. 9:16, 18:15–17; 
Ezek. 12:14–15, 20:23, 22:15; James 1:1). 

At that end, He will regather His people into their own land and cause them to enter into the glory and 
blessedness of every covenant promise of Jehovah concerning them (Deut. 30:1–10; Isa. 11:11–12; Jer. 23:3–8; 
Ezek. 37:21–25; Matt. 24:31). 

V. Prophecy Concerning the Coming Messiah 

It is clear, though not understood by a vast majority of Israel, that there would be two major characteristics of 
the Messiah—the suffering Servant and the conquering King. The identification of the Messiah is scattered 
across the Hebrew Scriptures. 

The Messiah must be of the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10), of the house of David (Isa. 11:1; Jer. 33:21), born of a 
virgin (Isa. 7:14), in Bethlehem of Judea (Mic. 5:2), He must die a sacrificial death (Isa. 53:1–12), by 
crucifixion (Ps. 22:1–21), rise again from the dead (Ps. 16:8–11), and come to earth the second time (Deut. 
30:3) with the clouds of heaven (Dan. 7:13). Jesus of Nazareth has fulfilled and will fulfill every requirement of 
prophecy concerning the Messiah. 

VI. Prophecy Concerning the Great Tribulation  

Old Testament prophecy anticipates a time of unprecedented difficulty on the earth (Deut. 4:29–30; Ps. 2:5; Isa. 
26:16–20; Jer. 30:4–7; Dan. 12:1). With the removal of the church before this period begins, the human 
representation on the earth is again reduced simply to Jews and Gentiles. This period is the completion of 
Gentile times in that it is the outworking of that last form of imperial government indicated by the feet and toes 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s image. It is the time of the dissolution of all Gentile institutions (Rev. 17–18) and the 
judgment and disposition of Gentiles (Matt. 25:31–46). Similarly, it is the consummation of Israel’s afflictions, 
the hour of her judgments (Ezek. 20:33–44; Matt. 24:37–25:30) and is ended by the return of her Messiah. 

VII. Prophecy Concerning the Day of the LORD and the Messianic Kingdom 

This extended period that begins with the Lord’s return as the Messianic King and ends with the eternal age. 
Jesus Christ will destroy all earthly enemies, rule all human authority, and will subdue all angelic rebellion 
against God, fulfilling the covenants with Israel. 

There is no theme of Old Testament prophecy comparable to that of the Messianic Kingdom. Israel will be 
restored in glory in their own land with an everlasting peace, with unmeasured spiritual blessings, under the 
glorious reign of their Messiah-King. This vision was given to all the prophets and will be literally and 
physically fulfilled (Isa. 11:1–16, 12:1–6, 24:22–27:13, 35:1–10, 52:1–12, 54:1–55:13, 59:20–66:24; Jer. 23:3–
8, 31:1–40, 32:37–41, 33:1–26; Ezek. 34:11–31, 36:32–38, 37:1–28, 40:1–48:35; Dan. 2:44–45, 7:14; Hos. 3:4–
5, 13:9–14:9; Joel 2:28–3:21; Amos 9:11–15; Zeph. 3:14–20; Zech. 8:1–23, 14:9–21). 


