
Numbers – YHWH – The God of Judgment and Faithfulness 
 

Numbers 10:33-36 – Thus they set out from the mount of the LORD three days' 
journey, with the ark of the covenant of the LORD journeying in front of them for 
the three days, to seek out a resting place for them. The cloud of the LORD was 
over them by day when they set out from the camp. Then it came about when the 
ark set out that Moses said, "Rise up, O LORD! And let Your enemies be scattered 
and let those who hate You flee before You." When it came to rest, he said, 
"Return, O LORD, To the myriad thousands of Israel."    

Name of the Book: The English name comes from the Greek Septuagint “arithomoi,” “Numbers.” The Hebrew 
name of the book, “In the Wilderness,” best describes the event in the book.    

Purpose: The purpose of the book is to document the consequences of disbelief and rebellion against a holy and 
just God. The Lord’s patience is exhausted, and He pronounces judgment when the time calls for it (judgment 
always ends in death). At the same time, God’s grace, mercy, provision, and protection is contrasted to the 
rebellion of the people — Israel’s rebellious nature contrasted to God’s justice and faithfulness. 

“God is faithful to His promises but will let His people face the consequences of rebellion.” 

Numbers 14:22-23 – Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt 
and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice,  shall by 
no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it. 

Importance: The lessons of judgment and grace in the midst of rebellion serve as a warning and an 
admonishment to both Israel and the church to not live a life of rebellion or be prepared to accept the 
consequences of sin. 

To the Israelite under the Law, the consequences of rebellion lead to the wrath of God and usually people 
physically died due to disbelief and sin. 

To the believer in Christ, there is no condemnation; but we should realize what God desires and there is still 
a natural consequence of sin that leads to death (dysfunctional, disharmony, frustration, and sometimes 
physical death).       

Outline: 
Numbers 1-10 – Camped at Sinai 

Numbers 10b-12 – Travel to Paran 
Numbers 13-19 – In the Wilderness of Paran 

Numbers 20-21 – Travel to Moab 
Numbers 22-36 – In the Plains of Moab 

 
Numbers 1-10 – Preparation of the Old Generation 
Numbers 11-25 – In the Wilderness 
Numbers 26-36 – Preparation of the New Generation 
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Agenda: 

1. Complaining Along the Way (11-12) 
2. The Rebellion at Kadesh Barnea (13-14) 
3. Rebellion of Korah and the Nation (16-17) 
4. Death of Miriam, Rebellion of Moses, and Death of Aaron (20) 
5. The Bronze Serpent (21) 
6. Balaam (22-25) 
7. Israel: The Next Generation (26-36) 

Chapters 1-10:  
The first ten chapters of “In the Wilderness” deal with the generation that came out of Egypt and finalizing the 
preparation for entering the Promised Land. Preparation included: 

1. Census (1-4) – 
a. Commanded by YHWH 
b. Levites were not numbered 
c. This census was to demonstrate the military might of Israel (1:1-3) 
d. The families of Israel were also arranged in battle array (2:1-31) 
e. Total number of the battle-ready men was 603,550 (Numbers 2:32) 
f. In chapters 3-4, the roles and responsibilities of the Levites are given  
g. At this time, the Levites are numbered, totaling 22,000 (Numbers 3:39) 

2. Laws of Purity and Sanctity of Israel (5-6) 
a. Laws of disease (highly contagious) 
b. Laws against adultery 
c. Laws of the Nazirites (6:1-21) 

i. Special vow for a specific time 
ii. No razor 

iii. No wine or grape juice or grapes or raisins 
iv. No haircuts 
v. No touching of a dead person 

vi. Method of release 

3. Recording of Offerings (7:1-8:4) 
a. Twelve days of offerings 
b. For the furnishing and supply of the tabernacle 

4. Laws of Purity and Sanctity of the Levites (8:5-26) 
a. Cleansing the Levites 
b. Sanctification (Separation) of the Levites 
c. Retirement of Levites 

5. Laws of Passover (9:1-14) 

6. The Cloud (9:15-23) 

7. The Silver Trumpets (10:1-10)  



Numbers – YHWH – The God of Judgment and Faithfulness 
 

Complaining Along the Way (11-12) 

They leave Sinai and set out to the region of Paran (10:11-12). While they are traveling, the first rebellion is 
recorded. This is recorded as complaining (11:1-9). This primary rebellion is a lack of contentment over the 
food that is provided by grace from YHWH. It is interesting that it is recorded first about the manna, then they 
describe it. God responds by instructing Moses to appoint 70 elders to help with the burden of the people 
(they were to communicate to the people). His second response is to provide so much meat that they will 
come to despise meat (11:18-20). It is interesting that the over-response by God is due to Israel’s solution of 
returning to Egypt for leeks and onions. 

Moses questions the amount of meat required to feed the people and God responds to Moses (11:21-23). 

When YHWH provided them meat, the quail fell to the ground a day’s journey on each side (20 miles) and 
two cubits deeps (3 feet deep) of quail. Verse 32 evidently was an act of greed. Some went out and gathered 
an overabundance of quail rather than gathering what was needed for the day; this is prescribed in Exodus 16. 
They were not supposed to try to store it but believe that God will give daily food.  

Because of their greed, God kills those who were greedy. This is recounted in song in a Maskil of Asaph 
(Psalm 78:21-31). The lesson is the generosity of YHWH, the greediness and disbelief of Israel, then the 
justice of YHWH. This location is memorialized with the name “Kibroth-hattaavah (the graves of the 
greedy).” Naming a location gives an opportunity to the readers to revisit a location and to remember the sin 
of their fathers and the character of God. Paul also speaks of this principle (1 Timothy 6:7-8). 

In verse 35, they leave that location and travel to Hazeroth. 

In Chapter 12, we see a very troublesome event, Miriam and Aaron rebel against Moses. These are the brother 
and sister of Moses (the eldest). Also, Aaron is the High Priest and the leader of the Levites. Miriam is the 
leader of the women (Exodus 15:20-21). Their rebellion has many potential implications.  

The reason for their rebellion begins with Moses being married to a Cushite woman. The exact complaint is 
not known, but the idea is that Moses is not married to an Israelite and that is viewed as a betrayal, making 
Moses less worthy of being God’s representative. 

Theories have surrounded this reference. Was Zipporah a Cushite? Did Moses take a different wife? There is 
nothing to indicate that Moses remarried, so that argument is weak. The second idea is that this is a form of 
racism, referring to Zipporah being a black woman. The word “kushî” does not refer to the color of skin but to 
the region or family of a person. Racism is not stated or implied. 

YHWH then responds to Aaron and Miriam. Verse 3 states that Moses was very humble. Moses did not 
respond to the rebellion. In fact, there was a question about Moses being diminished in Numbers 11:24-30. 
Moses did not think it necessary to have exclusive rights to God. God will speak through whomever He 
chooses. Moses understood that he is not special and there is no reason that YHWH would choose him other 
than it is His right to choose. But to question God’s representative is to question God’s choice and His 
methods.  
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Biblically, a mediator could be a man OR He could be God.  He is an agent or someone who carries out 
instructions. A mediator is an assignment or even a characteristic or attribute of someone. The High Priest of 
Israel, Aaron in the Book of Numbers, was a mediator; also, Moses was a mediator. We know that Jesus is our 
High Priest and Mediator of the newer covenant; we also know that Moses was mediator of the earlier 
covenant (at Mt. Sinai). We can use the pattern and example of Moses to help us better understand the role of 
Jesus the Messiah. 

The Lord’s response is recorded in verses 5-8. 

Then Miriam became diseased and Moses intercedes (9-15). Most translations say this is leprosy. She was 
stricken with “tzara'at.” “Tzara'at” was a skin disease, but it is called leprosy due to the similarities. Leprosy 
was not identified as a disease for hundreds of years. “Tzara'at” doesn't indicate a specific disease. There were 
several different levels and kinds of “tzara'at” that ranged from minor to very serious. But key to 
understanding the term “tzara'at” is that it is a spiritually based infliction. It is the outward manifestation of 
God’s judgment on sin. “tzara'at” is a punishment or a disciplinary action upon an individual that is divinely 
caused. Leprosy is a disease, an infection that is primarily caused by unsanitary conditions or practices.  

There is no mention of a punishment upon Aaron. This is not the first time we've seen Aaron easily led into 
sin; he did so when the people cried to him to build a golden calf and he did as they asked. He failed from 
time to time, no matter his intent not to. The implication is that Aaron was a wiling participant, but it was led 
by Miriam. Miriam was punished, but grace and mercy was given to her. 

Then they travel and arrive “In the Wilderness” of Paran (16). 

In all, there are three major journeys and while traveling, the rebellions of Israel, with their judgments, are 
recorded. Meanwhile, Moses is perpetually interceding on their behalf. 

 


