
 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 2 

Have this attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied himself, 
who humbled himself, who became a bondservant, who became obedient to the death, 
even death of a cross –  
Summarized theme of Philippians from chapter 2 verses 5-8. 

During the introduction we discussed the structure of Philippians as having one major theological point. The 
letter is set up with examples and challenges for the Philippian saints to have the mind of Christ. 

The Mind of Christ 

Most of the time people treat this passage as a prayer, but what we need to understand that what is written is not 
a prayer but the content of Paul’s payer for them. 

The mind of Christ is thankfulness   

The mind of Christ is joy 

The mind of Christ is in outward concern 

The mind of Christ is good news 

The mind of Christ is the work of the Lord. Victory and completion are brought about by Jesus Christ. We 
are to understand, believe, and be confident that God will complete what He started.  

The mind of Christ is a deep desire for others 

The mind of Christ is for the believer to be truly successful 

The mind of Christ is love 

The mind of Christ is to understand the reality of this realm and the true life in eternity 

The mind of Christ is true godly desire – to benefit the ones around us 

This list will be revisited at the conclusion of the book. For now, we will focus on the humility of Jesus Christ. 

Overview of Philippians 2:1-11 

The intensity and doctrinal peak occur in these eleven verses. 

These verses are very encouraging and challenging. 

The model is Jesus Christ in His humanity, His humility. 

Because of the intensity and doctrinal points, we are going to slow down and extract as much as is possible 
from these verses. 

Phrases to be examined in verses 1-2 

Encouragement in Christ 

Consolation of love 

Fellowship of the Spirit 

Affection and compassion 
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Make my joy complete 

Being of the same mind 

Maintaining the same love 

United in spirit 

Intent on purpose 

After each phrase is understood and restated (if necessary) in a more current vernacular, then we will put 
it back together and understand it from a bigger scale, forest view. So, for the next few weeks, get ready 
to examine not only trees but also branches and leaves.  

In verse 1, each phrase is predicated with a “εἴ τις.” There are no verbs in verse 1 and this draws heavy 
attention to the nouns. Typically, the “εἴ” with an understood “is (eimi)” would indicate a first class 
conditional sentence. This would indicate that these nouns are not possibilities but certainties. There is a 
sense that there is encouragement in Christ; however, everywhere “εἴ τις” is used indicates not a 
certainty but a possibility (Matthew 16:24; 1 Corinthians 8:2; Philippians 3:4). 

We must not look at the absolute nature of these phrases but the potential that believers have to 
demonstrate these principles. 

The conjunction “oun” is used to push the thought forward while reviewing what has been said. The 
sense is that the command in 1:27 is fulfilled by the information in verses 1-11 of chapter 2. In verse 12, 
we have “hōste” translated so then and leads into the next section of admonishment. 

Encouragement in Christ 

“παράκλησις ἐν Χριστῷ” – “παράκλησις paraklēsis” is a noun that literally means “to call 
alongside.” This word has many definitions including the literal concept. The vast majority of uses 
indicates “an act of emboldening another in belief or course of action (encouragement, exhortation).” 
Other definitions include “a strong request (appeal, request)” and “lifting of another’s spirits 
(comfort, consolation).” The understanding of this word is greatly determined by the context (1 

Thessalonians 2:3; 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17). 

What does this word mean in Philippians? The entire book, this passage specifically, does not 
suggest a need for comfort but encouragement and instruction. The idea of comfort is used in this 
text, but it is not the focus of this word. The best understanding of this word in this text is 
exhortation, admonishment, or encouragement. 

“ἐν Χριστῷ” has five possible understandings: location, state or condition, means, timing, and 
formula. The last one would indicate “in the sphere of” or “with the understanding of.” This last one 
is close to “state or condition” based upon “location.” 

The idea of time can be discarded. Is Christ the means of encouragement? I do not think anyone 
would disagree to that question, but does that mean that this is the intended meaning? If we take 
this as means, we need to understand that true encouragement is sourced in Jesus Christ. This 
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does not mean that encouragement from fellow believers is passive, it means that we need to 
recognize our words and actions must be reflective of Jesus Christ in order to truly encourage. 

State or condition would be difficult to relay. What does it mean to have encouragement being in 
Christ? We are not physically “in Christ,” but we do know that the Holy Spirit has placed us in 
Christ (Romans 6:3; 1 Corinthians 12:13). The idea of formula indicates that because we are “in 
Christ” we encourage others. This seems to be semantical to “means,” but the focus is a little 
different. 

***With the view of our position in Christ, we have grounds for encouragement, understanding from 
where true encouragement is sourced. We see this concept in Hebrews 6:17-20. 

Consolation of love 

“παραμύθιον ἀγάπης” – “παραμύθιον paramuthion” is a unique noun but verb is used four times 
(John 11:19, 31; 1 Thessalonians 2:11, 5:14). This word is defined as “to come alongside someone to 
speak to him in a positive, friendly way.” Each of these uses indicates an act toward someone who is 
grieving or in need of help or support. 

Love “ἀγάπη agapē” is defined as unconditional desire for the benefit of another. This is in the 
Genitive case, which indicates a possessive or the object (love’s consolation or consolation 
concerning love). The latter fits best here. The difference is that of focus, the way that we speak is in 
view of love, based upon a desire for the betterment of the individual. 

***There is a positive, gentle way of speaking to someone who is in need that is done to 
demonstrate a desire for the benefit of the other that is selfless and unconditional. We see this same 
concept in Ephesians 4:1-3. 

Fellowship of the Spirit 

“κοινωνία πνεύματος” – “κοινωνία koinōnia” means to have things in common. The context 
indicates what it is that is in common. Sometimes it refers to things (Acts 4:32); sometimes it is 
doctrinal information given to others (Romans 15:27); sometimes it indicates a partnership (1 
Corinthians 9:23; Philippians 1:5). The idea in Philippians 2:1 seems to have common interest and 
mutual participation. 

“πνεῦμα pneuma” is the word for “spirit.” Every major translation capitalizes “Spirit.” This is 
interpretational. This is probably based upon 2nd Corinthians 13:14. This would indicate that what is 
in common is the Spirit of God or that we have things in common with the Holy Spirit. But as we 
already have seen, there is no description of spirit in this text—no article, holy is not present, nor is 
of God/Christ. 

“πνεῦμα pneuma” is in the genitive (concerning). In fact, this can be understood as descriptive, 
adding a quality to the noun. This would be understood as “spiritual fellowship.” 
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Romans 8:6 – spiritually minded 

1 Corinthians 14:12 – spiritual gifts (spirituals) 

I propose that this is understood as “spiritual fellowship.” We all can have physical things in 
common or have common interests (career, sports, music, etc.), but those in a local body are 
supposed to have a spiritual fellowship. We are united based upon spiritual truth and spiritual 
wisdom and spiritual goals.  

Affection and Compassion 

“σπλάγχνα καὶ οἰκτιρμοί” – “σπλάγχνον splanchnon” is the same word as in Philippians 1:8. This 
word is used to describe the emotion of love. This does not describe love, but this is the typical 
human emotion that accompanies love. Affection or compassion is the best understanding (2 
Corinthians 7:13-15). 

“οἰκτιρμός oiktirmos” – This is not the same as “ἔλεος eleos.” A few translations use the word 
“mercies.” There are some similarities, but there is also a difference. “oiktirmos” is defined as a 
display of concern over another’s misfortune. Like “splanchnon,” this does not describe mercy but 
the emotion that typically accompanies mercy. Mercy is the activity of helping someone in need; 
“oiktirmos” is the emotion that comes with mercy. 

One of the aspects of true godly activity is not to ignore emotion but to have emotion accompany 
actions that reflect the character of God: affection is tied to love, pity is tied to mercy, indignation is 
tied to justice, exaltation is tied to joy, regret is tied to a change of mind (repentance), fear is tied to 
respect, zeal is tied to dedication, and so on.  

 


