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Introduction 

Haggai is short book that can be read in about 5 minutes. The details are interesting, but this book revolves 
more around its occasion (why this book was written?) and purpose (what is the intended message and what did 
God want the people to do?). 

Looking at this passage without context, it seems to indicate that it is about the rebuilding of the temple in 
Jerusalem.  Evidently, there were difficulties. So, God, through Haggai, sent a word of encouragement by 
reminding the workers of their history and the promise that He made to their fathers. God then commands them 
to work without fear and promises them a future of blessing and victory. With the history of Israel in mind, this 
book would then be written during the return from exile and rebuilding of Jerusalem and the temple between 
540 and 520 BC. 

The Book of Haggai is a prophetic book that is set in a complementary narrative. The book begins with a 
specific time and a specific situation. The time is found in Haggai 1:1, 15; 2:1, 10, and 18.  Specific historical 
figures are referenced throughout the book as well as a reference to Judah.  The fact that this book does not give 
all the details of the rebuilding of the temple leads us to presume that this is complementary to the primary 
historical narrative found elsewhere in the Bible. As stated, this book is prophetic; the complementary narrative 
is used to delineate the problem, provide the solution, and then delineate the promises from God (Ezra 5:1; 
6:14).  The prophetic promises are found in 2:6-9, 20-23. 

The book does not specifically mention who recorded the events, but the content of the book is specifically 
attributed entirely to Haggai the prophet.  The book is addressed primarily to Zerubbabel, Governor of Judah, 
and Joshua the High Priest (1:1; 2:2, 21).  The actual information is concerning the people of God and it can be 
inferred that these messages are intended for Israelites living in Judah during the reign of Darius the king.  The 
occasion is found in 1:4, “Why are you living in good houses while the temple of the Lord is in ruin?”  The 
purpose is to command and encourage the nation to take the task of rebuilding the temple as their priority. 

Synopsis 

The people have neglected the temple and were more concerned about their own desires than the commandment 
of the LORD.  The people were, due to disobedience, given over to famine and lack of success (1:4-11).  These 
people have just returned from exile and have returned to a land that has been neglected for years. Life and 
gathering provisions appear to be hard due to the emphasis on their own needs and neglecting the true primary 
intent of their return. Although able to return to Israel, Darius is still king, and Zerubbabel is governor.  There is 
no autonomous Hebrew king of the line of David ruling over Israel.    

Judah is in the southern region of Israel. Without regular rain and blessing from God, the land is difficult to 
cultivate. Without the blessing of God, their resources are vulnerable. With the blessing of God, they have the 
ability to grow crops, fruit, livestock and acquire wealth. 
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This means that the Israelites, under that economy (dispensation), were completely dependent on God for their 
provisions and success. They were looking for the blessing of God, but they were neglecting the very thing that 
would lead to blessing. God reminds them of the covenant that was made to their fathers (2:5). It would help 
encourage them to remember that if they kept the Law of God, they would experience blessing.   

This book must be read in the light of these specifics. As Gentiles in the church age, we must be careful on both 
the interpretive method and secondary application. This is a Jewish book written to and promised to a Jewish 
people. Any attempts to relate the promises to the church are misguided and dangerous. An appropriate 
principle can be taught and maintained; however, we must not apply the specifics and promises to our lives.  

Outline and Structure 

I. Why Are You Not Building? (1:1-15) 

A. The People Are Not Building (1:2-5) 

B. Judgment for Disobedience (1:6) 

C. Commandment to Build (1:7-8) 

D. Judgment for Disobedience (1:9-11) 

E. The People Respond (1:12-15) 

II. Builders Encouraged (2:1-9) 

A. The Rebuilding Seems Futile (2:3) 

B. Promise of Glory (2:4-9) 

III. The Builders Need to Be Cleansed Before Building (2:10-19) 

A. The Lord Questions the Priests (2:11-13) 

B. Unclean People Cannot Build the Temple (2:14-15) 

C. Judgment for Disobedience (2:16-20a) 

D. Blessing Promised (2:20b) 

IV. Promise to Zerubbabel (2:20-23) 

A. The Nations Will be Overthrown (2:21-22) 

B. Zerubbabel Will be Established (2:23) 
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Structurally, Haggai follows typical prophecy layout: problem, punishment, instruction, and promise. God sends 
Haggai to the people in order to provoke them to work on rebuilding the temple. The people were occupying the 
Land but not doing what they were sent out to do. Through Haggai, the Lord identified the problem, stated the 
consequence that has plagued them, told them what they needed to accomplish, and gave them promises to 
encourage them. Two main issues were identified. The first is in 1:2-4 and the second in 2:12-14.  Both issues 
were also correlated with lack of blessing. The promises made in 2:5-9 and 2:21-23 are prophecies made 
concerning the destiny of Israel. 

The book is one large claim of the spoken word of the Lord. Twenty-three times the book references the fact 
that the message is from God.  This is amazing in only 38 verses. That’s more than every-other verse! The 
phrases never indicate the general thought of God, rather the phrase “declares the Lord” and “says the Lord” are 
widely used. Therefore, this book makes the claim of speaking for God. 

The overall picture that is derived from the structure and outline is that God demands respect.  God expects His 
people to do what they are supposed to do—perform to the standard that the Lord has set, and God will bless 
those who hear and respond properly.  These prophecies, taken literally, demonstrate that God makes promises 
and, through those promises, we can determine the trustworthiness of God.  If God has forsaken Israel and 
passed the blessings to another group, then God is not trustworthy to fulfill any promises.  But if one can see 
that this is written to Israel, then one can look at the rest of Scripture and see the pieces coming together to be 
fulfilled. If God keeps his promises to Israel, then we can be sure that promises made to us will also be kept. 

Word Study 

Of you had to choose one word to study, you should look at house/temple in 2:1-9. All three occurrences use the 
word “bayith.”  “Bayith” is first used in Genesis 7:1 where God tells Noah to come with his “bayith” into the 
ark.  The most prominent usage of “bayith” is found in 2 Chronicles where it is used 34 times. According to 
BDB, this is a dwelling place, where paths meet, a receptacle, family unit, household, genealogical descendants 
(especially of Hebrew tribe divisions), or inward distinctions.   

Most commonly, it is used of a specific family unit or a building used for dwelling. In Haggai, the normal 
reading, in conjunction with chapter one, would lead to a specific dwelling place.  In chapter one, the LORD 
contrasts the remnant building their own “bayith” while neglecting the LORD’s “bayith.” Next in 2:3, God asks, 
does this “bayith” seem like nothing in comparison to the former?  Then the LORD promises that this “bayith” 
will be filled with glory (v.7) and the “latter glory of this ‘bayith’ will be greater than the former” (v.8). 

From the first word study, one must conclude that the message of Haggai is one directly from the LORD and 
not an interpretation from Haggai.  Haggai is either a liar or a prophet.  If Haggai is reliable, then the message 
must be received as a factual revelation. More impactful to the interpretation of Haggai 2:1-9 is that of the word 
“bayith.” Of the two possible understandings, the one that fits the normal reading in full context of Haggai 
would lead one to conclude that “bayith” is speaking of the house of the LORD (i.e. the temple) that is being 
rebuilt.  The temple is the most significant place in Israel, and if the temple is fully restored and the rest of the 
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world comes to bring homage, then the significance of the restoration of Israel to its full state promised to 
Abraham will also come to fruition.   

Theological Content  

The primary theological principle is that YHWH is a God of promises.  In this passage, God promises that He is 
with the Judeans (2:4), He reminds them of the promises that were made to their fathers (2:5), He will subdue 
the earth and the nations (2:6-7), that He will restore the temple (2:7), that He will bring a greater glory to the 
later temple than the former (2:9a), and finally, God promises peace (2:9b). 

The next principle is that God owns all of creation.  In verse 8, God states that the gold and the silver belong to 
Him. The most valuable items belong to God. The childish game of “finders, keepers” does not apply to the 
Lord. No matter who is in possession of God’s creation, they will relinquish control of it when He calls for it.  

The final principle is that the Lord is a God of reason. Everything that He promises, instructs, or states He 
provides a reason or proof. In regard to the promises, God reminds them of past events. The reason they can 
perform without fear is because He is with them and He guarantees He will bring success. The reason that glory 
will be restored is due to the fact that God owns everything. The concept of the Lord having mysterious actions 
is not consistent with Scripture.  

Most Prominent Section 

The one section that draws the most focus is 2:1-9. Instead of spending their resources of money and time, God 
rebukes the Israelites by demonstrating that He has always had dominion over the most precious materials.  
Verse 9 concludes this prophecy by stating that the temple in this prophecy will be greater than Solomon’s 
temple and, in this temple, God will give peace. What is not indicated in this passage is that the temple that is 
being built is not the temple of this prophecy. They may have thought this would be the last one, but through 
Ezekiel’s prophecy in chapters 40-48, they should have known that they were not building the last temple. 

Some have argued for an allegorical interpretation of this prophecy and that Herod’s temple is what is being 
spoken of, that Jesus is the “Desire of Nations,” that the glory of God entered into that temple, and that He 
brings spiritual peace.  None of these suppositions are supported by lexical or contextual study.  The temple of 
the end of days will be fully complete when Jesus rules for a thousand years from that place. In that temple He 
will bring peace to Israel and to all nations. 

Secondary Application 
Two principles present themselves: 

1. YHWH is a God who keeps His promises 
2. YHWH demands respect and expects believers to honor Him with everything we are and have. The 

promises and curses are not to be taken during our time. We have everything provided by God by grace. 
Our honor of God is in response to what He has done. 


