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A General Outline of the Bible from a Messianic Perspective 

1. The Promise and Foundation of the Messiah – Torah 
2. The Preparation for the Messiah (Building a Nation) – Narrative 
3. The Aspiration and Admiration for the Messiah – Poetry 
4. The Expectation of the Messiah – Prophecy 
5. The Revelation of the Messiah – The Gospels 
6. The Representation of the Messiah – Acts and Epistles 
7. The Return of the Messiah - Revelation  

The Scriptures in View of the Promises of God – Dr. Christopher Cone 

1. Promise Made – Genesis-Joshua 
2. Promise Ignored – Judges-Ruth 
3. Promises Expanded – 1 Samuel-Jeremiah 
4. Promise Delayed – Lamentations-Daniel 
5. Promise Restored – Ezra-Malachi 
6. Promise Embodied – The Gospels 
7. Promise Illustrated – Acts and the Epistles 
8. Promise Fulfilled – Revelation 

Major Theme of the Books of the Greek Scriptures 

ACCOUNT / NARRATIVE BOOKS - There are five books in the Greek Scriptures that form the theological 
and historical basis of the New Testament, covering roughly 100 years in mostly chronological order. The first 
four are contemporaneous in nature, meaning they generally cover the same period of time. Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke are called the Synoptics. John stands alone but is in the same timeframe as the Synoptics. Acts is written 
after the time of the Christ and accounts for the establishment and furtherance of the church and the gospel. 

• Matthew – (3BC-33 AD) – This account covers the life of Jesus Christ demonstrating to the Hebrew 
Nation that Jesus is the Messiah. 
o Kingdom of Heaven 
< The Messiah Presented ------------------------------------------------Mt. 4:17 
< The Messiah Rejected ---------------------------------------------------Mt. 12 
< The Church Prophesied ------------------------------------------Mt. 16:13-20 
< The Timeline Expounded -----------------------------------------------Mt. 24 
< The New Covenant Initiated ------------------------------------Mt. 26:26-29 
< The New Covenant Ratified ----------------------------------------Mt. 27-28 

o Matthew focuses on Messiah as the Davidic King of Israel. He traces Messiah’s genealogy through 
David, and records His birth, baptism, and testing in preparation for His Kingdom message. 
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• Mark – (30AD-33AD) – Mark is a brief review of the life of Christ. The letter is suspected to be a 
compilation of Peter’s preaching, as Mark was a companion and cousin of Peter. 

o Servanthood of the Messiah 

< The Messiah Presented -------------------------------------------Mk. 1:14-15 
< The Messiah Rejected --------------------------------------------Mk. 3:22-30 
< The Timeline Expounded ----------------------------------------------Mk. 13 
< The New Covenant Initiated -----------------------------------Mk. 14:22-25 
< The New Covenant Ratified ---------------------------------------Mk. 15-16 

o Mark presents the Messiah as the Son of God and as the Servant of God. It is a gospel of action, 
employing the term immediately forty-two times. Mark’s Gospel demonstrates Christ’s focus and 
purpose in accomplishing His sacrificial service. 

• Luke – (4BC-33AD) – This is a commissioned work of a historian to make a chronical of the life and 
sayings of Jesus Christ. Luke identifies his Gospel as a compilation of events according to eyewitnesses 
(1:1-4). 

o Historically Accurate Account of the Christ 

< The Messiah Presented--------------------------------------------Lk. 4:16-22 
< The Messiah Rejected -------------------------------------------Lk. 11:14-36 
< The Timeline Expounded -----------------------------------------------Lk. 21 
< The New Covenant Initiated ------------------------------------Lk. 22:14-20 
< The New Covenant Ratified ----------------------------------------Lk. 23-24 

o Luke presents Jesus as the Son of Man, emphasizing His human birth (2:11), His perfection as a 
Man (4:13), and His mission as the One qualified to save (19:10). His Gospel is characterized by 
compassion for the poor and the oppressed. 

• John – (30AD-33AD) – John presents the Messiah to the world. 

o Believe 

< The Messiah Presented ----------------------------------------------Jn. 1:1-18 
< The Messiah Rejected --------------------------------------------Jn. 10:22-39 
< The Return Promised ------------------------------------------------Jn. 14:1-3 
< The Holy Spirit Promised -----------------------------Jn. 14:16-31, 16:5-15 
< The New Covenant Ratified -----------------------------------------Jn. 18-21 

o John’s Gospel is distinct from the three synoptic Gospels. Rather than presenting a thorough 
narrative of the ministry of the Christ to the nation of Israel as the Synoptics did, John presents 
the Christ as the savior of the world with recorded signs to prove that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God (John 20:30-31). 
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• Acts – (33-63) – The book of Acts is the sequel to Luke’s Gospel (1:1), and it continues where the 
Gospel left off. It forms the historical backbone of the New Testament, chronicling much of the history 
of the apostolic era and early church. 

o Transition – the foundation and building of the “ekklesia (church)” of Jesus Christ 

< The Ascension ----------------------------------------------------------Acts 1 
< The Church is Born ----------------------------------------------------Acts 2 
< Peter is Emphasized -----------------------------------------------Acts 1-12 
< Paul is Emphasized -----------------------------------------------Acts 13-28    

EPISTLES / LETTERS – These books are written within the context of the historical period of Acts with a few 
exceptions that are later than the date of Acts. Each letter is presented in accordance with the date written as per 
my judgment. 

• James (40-45) 

o Jewish epistle 

o Live in accordance with doctrine 

o Written in the same tone as the Prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures 

• 1st Peter (40-45) 

o Jewish epistle 

o Encouragement for believing Jews to act appropriately in accordance with the chosen 
Nation of Israel’s responsibility  

• 1st John (40-45) 

o Return to the doctrines of the apostles  

o Abide in the doctrines of Christ  

o Love the brethren 

• Galatians (48-50) 

o Do not be deceived by false gospels 

o Righteousness cannot be granted by a works/merit-based system 

o Gentiles who try to live like Jews are severed from grace 

• 1st and 2nd Thessalonians (51-52) 

o Finishing the work that was cut off 

o Eschatology of the Church Age 
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• 1st Corinthians (54) 

o The wisdom of God versus the wisdom of man 

o Admonishment to a well learned church to be unified in the doctrines of Jesus Christ 

• 2nd Corinthians (56) 

o Paul’s defense of his apostleship 

o Autobiography of the Apostle Paul  

• Romans (56) 

o Full doctrinal needs of the believers in Rome 

o Paul’s quintessential systematic doctrinal dissertation 

• 1st Timothy (58) 

o Paul’s instructions for his beloved son (in the faith) 

o Instructions for qualifications and choosing leadership in the church 

• Ephesians (62) 

o Paul’s encouragement to the church in Ephesus through doctrinal unity 

o Paul’s concise doctrinal summarization as a reminder to the church 

• Philippians (62) 

o Have the mind of Christ 

o Paul exemplifies and admonishes the church to continue all the more in the faith and to 
think like Jesus does. 

• Colossians (62) 

o Jesus Christ versus false gods and pagan thought 

o Paul writes to instruct the church to honor Jesus above all 

• Philemon (62) 

o Philemon is encouraged to do the greater act of accepting Onesimus as a brother 

o Spiritual concerns supersede the concerns and rules of this world 

• Titus (64) 

o Establishment for the churches in Crete 

o Paul wants Titus to prepare the churches so that he can leave there and come and minister 
to him 
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• 2nd Timothy (67) 

o I have run the race 

o Paul’s final letter to his beloved son (in the faith) so as to encourage Timothy to continue in 
the faith and contend for the faith 

• Hebrews (67-69) 

o Jesus is better 

o Every topic that is vital to a first century Jew is discussed in the letter with the conclusion 
that Jesus is either better than the shadow in the Hebrew Scriptures or that Jesus fulfilled 
the Law and the completion of the Levitical system 

• 2nd Peter (65-68) 

o Reminders of the important doctrines 

o Guard the doctrines of God so that you can stand against the error of unprincipled men 

• Jude (67-69) 

o Contend for the faith 

o Jude encourages the reader to work hard so as to participate with the gospel in order that 
others might be saved. 

• 2nd John (80-85) 

o Walk in truth 

o Encourage the readers to continue to abide in the truth of Jesus Christ and continue to love 
the brethren so that they can withstand the coming deception of the anti-christs 

• 3rd John (80-85) 

o Show hospitality 

o John writes to commend Gaius for walking in the truth, specifically by showing hospitality 
to brethren – even those who are strangers 

BOOK OF PROPHECY – Only one book fits this category, but it does require its own category. 

• Revelation – John receives prophecy from God through Jesus Christ communicated to him by Jesus’ 
messenger. This revelation restates in completeness and in order the eschatology of the Old Testament.  

< The Conclusion of the Church -------------------------------------Rev. 1-3 
< The Tribulation -----------------------------------------------------Rev. 4-18 
< The Return of Christ With His Church ----------------------------Rev. 19 
< The Kingdom Initiated ------------------------------------------Rev. 20:1-6 
< The Ushering-in of Eternity -------------------------------Rev. 20:1-22:21 


