
 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 1 

Have this attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied himself, 
who humbled himself, who became a bondservant, who became obedient to the death, 
even death of a cross –  
Summarized theme from Philippians 2:5-8. 

During the introduction, we discussed the structure of Philippians as having one major theological point. The 
letter is set up with examples and challenges for the Philippian saints to have the mind of Christ. 

The Mind of Christ 

Most of the time people treat this passage as a prayer, but what we need to understand that what is written is not 
a prayer but the content of Paul’s payer for them. 

The mind of Christ is thankfulness.   

The mind of Christ is joy. 

The mind of Christ is in outward concern. 

The mind of Christ is good news. 

The mind of Christ is the work of the Lord. Victory and completion are brought about by Jesus Christ. We 
are to understand, believe, and be confident that God will complete what He started.  

The mind of Christ is a deep desire for others. 

The mind of Christ is for the believer to be truly successful. 

The mind of Christ is love.  

Priorities in the Gospel 

Philippians 1:12-18 – Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out 
for the greater progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become 
well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, and that most of the 
brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the 
word of God without fear. Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but 
some also from good will; the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense 
of the gospel; the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, 
thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment. What then? Only that in every way, whether in 
pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice.  

Questions and Answers 

This section is not difficult to read or understand, there are a few questions and points to consider in that 
will help the student learn. 

1. Why is this written? Paul is doing what anyone would do, updating loved ones as to how he is and what 
has been going on in regard to the gospel. 



 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 1 

2. Is there victory in negative circumstance? God desires victory in any circumstance, but this is not 
passive. The believer is expected to, by means of the Word of God, bear under the pressure and continue 
in service to God. 

3. What are the results of Paul’s imprisonment? Through Paul’s striving, the gospel has progressed. 
Sometimes the giving of the gospel is not an easy task. Regardless of the circumstance, Paul focused 
upon and advanced the gospel.  

4. What are the results of the advancement of the gospel? In verse 13, we have the results being that an 
unexpected group has heard of Paul and the gospel. The entire praetorium guard (Caesar’s personal 
guard) has heard that Paul was in prison because he was giving the gospel. This Roman citizen is not 
under investigation for murder or theft but for proclaiming this good news proclamation. 

This does not say they were believers, but in Philippians 4:21-22 we see that there are saints (holies) in 
the household of Caesar. I have an imagination and when I read about Paul in Rome I like to think of 
the daily activity in light of the summary. Paul’s verbal and behavioral witness has effect on his guards 
and made the rounds through the entire guard, eventually being heard by the house of Caesar. I can 
imagine some people coming to Paul to inquire about Jesus and the gospel. Why? Because the cause 
of his imprisonment is still being proclaimed by this man who is in prison. 

The next result in verses 14-18 is that many more brethren are less afraid to speak the Word of God. 
Then Paul speaks of two categories. The first speak the truth in love being encouraged by Paul’s success 
even in difficult circumstances. The second proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not purely, 
supposing to add tribulation to Paul. 

Verse 15 – The first thing we need to do here is to find the basic sentence. Both in English and the 
original Greek, the basic sentence is easy to identify: “Some are preaching Christ.” The term some 
indicates a part of a whole. The whole is in verse 14—“most of the brothers.” The first observation is 
that the term some (tinès) is used for both groups and the text mandates that both groups are brothers 
who are proclaiming Christ. 

The first group of believers is preaching Christ from envy and strife. In the original text, the verb 
proclaim is “κηρύσσω kērussō” and is normally translated “preach.” It is defined as “to herald to 
proclaim aloud” in the verses 16 and 18. The verb is “καταγγέλλω katangellō” and is normally 
translated “proclaim” and is defined as “to openly give news.” 

These words are different than the word for teach, “διδάσκω didaskō.” Teaching comes with a sense 
of authority and leadership. Proclaiming a message can be done by anyone. Teachers are given to the 
church for edification; proclaimers of Christ are proclaiming to all men, not just the church. 
Teachers are given specific character traits in order to be accepted. 

How can one proclaim Christ from envy and strife? Envy is the word “φθόνος phthonos.” This word 
denotes “ill will” or a “desire to harm others,” especially stemming from “envy” or “jealousy.” Strife is 
“ἔρις eris” and refers to “strife, contention,” or “quarrels” and may be expressed in battle or in rivalry. 

The grammar of this sentence - literal English word order: “And indeed some proclaim the Christ from 
(dia) envy and strife but also some (proclaim the Christ) from (dia) good will.” The preposition “dia” 
with an accusative noun means on account of; this provides the basis for the action. 
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The conclusion is that the action is not described by envy and strife, but the source of the action is envy 
and strife. This speaks to motivation, not the activity. Paul is not one to excuse poor doctrine and he has 
no problem telling believers not to have envy or strife (2nd Corinthians 12:20; Galatians 5:19-21; 
Philippians 2:1-4). So, why is Paul excusing this proclamation of the Christ from this negative 
motivation? He is not praising them. He states, “What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense 
or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice.” 

There is no record of this situation, so we cannot be specific, but we, through Philippians, can make a 
few observations: 

I. The message is not voided by incorrect motivation. 

II. The content of the message is what is evaluated. 

III. Motives are a matter for God to determine (1st Corinthians 4:4-5). 

IV. Paul is not condoning poor character in leadership but accepts it as long as truth is taught. 

V. These are individuals who evidently proclaim Christ but at the same time ridicule Paul and try 
to cause him distress.  

VI. It is not stated that they are proclaiming the Christ out of envy and strife for Jesus; they are 
thinking they are causing Paul grief. Again, we do not know what is happening here. Paul does 
not elaborate but we can safely infer some ideas: 

a. They may think that Paul is not a real apostle. 

b. Since they are giving the gospel and not in prison, they think this demonstrates that Paul 
is in prison for something other than giving the gospel.  

VII. They do not seem to fall under the authority of the church in Philippi, the church in Rome, or 
under Paul. 

VIII. There is no refutation for false teaching, so we must conclude that they are accurate with the 
gospel. 

IX. Because the gospel is being announced, Paul is not concerned with the motivation (God will 
sort that out). Paul rejoices in the fact that the Christ is proclaimed, even if he is bad-mouthed 
at the same time. 
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Have this attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied himself, 
who humbled himself, who became a bondservant, who became obedient to the death, 
even death of a cross –  
Summarized theme from Philippians 2:5-8. 

During the introduction we discussed the structure of Philippians as having one major theological point. The 
letter is set up with examples and challenges for the Philippian saints to have the mind of Christ. 

The Mind of Christ 

Most of the time people treat this passage as a prayer, but what we need to understand that what is written is not 
a prayer but the content of Paul’s payer for them. 

The mind of Christ is thankfulness.   

The mind of Christ is joy. 

The mind of Christ is in outward concern. 

The mind of Christ is good news. 

The mind of Christ is the work of the Lord. Victory and completion are brought about by Jesus Christ. We 
are to understand, believe, and be confident that God will complete what He started.  

The mind of Christ is a deep desire for others. 

The mind of Christ is for the believer to be truly successful. 

The mind of Christ is love.  

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain 

Philippians 1:19-30 – Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance 
through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest 
expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ 
will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is 
Christ and to die is gain. But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and 
I do not know which to choose. But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary 
for your sake. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your 
progress and joy in the faith, so that your proud confidence in me may abound in Christ Jesus 
through my coming to you again. Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing 
firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; in no way alarmed by 
your opponents—which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, 
from God. For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to 
suffer for His sake, experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me. 
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Observations  

1. The end of verse 18 is a new thought that leads into verse 19—Also, I will rejoice, for I know…. 

2. Verse 19 – Deliverance is the word “salvation (σωτηρία sōtēria).” 

3. Deliverance (salvation) is based upon your prayers and support of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

4. Paul’s ultimate purpose is for the glory of Jesus Christ, whether by life or by death. 

5. Verse 21 restates Paul’s ultimate purpose. 

6. Verse 21 is often called the Believer’s Mantra. 

7. Verses 22-24 – Paul reflects on this statement by expressing two desires: 

a. To leave and be with Christ 

b. To stay for the sake of the readers 

8. Verses 25-26 – Paul informs them that He will remain on and continue in order to be a benefit to the 
Philippian saints. 

9. Verses 27-28 – Paul admonishes the readers to conduct themselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ and to not be alarmed by opposition. 

a. Salvation (σωτηρία sōtēria) is the same word as in verse 19 (deliverance). 

b. The destruction of the opposition is also demonstrated through their action. 

10. Verses 29-30 – Paul reveals that the Philippians have been granted to suffer for the sake of Christ in the 
same manner that Paul has also suffered. 

Interpretation 

In verse 18b-19, we have difficulty in dealing with the word salvation (deliverance). But let’s look at the 
entire verse to understand the statement. 

The word this refers to the fact that Christ is being widely announced as a result of Paul’s imprisonment. 

Salvation has various definitions and implications based upon the context. 

1. Romans 13:11 – future salvation – glory with Christ – glorification 
2. Ephesians 1:13 – past reference – saved from damnation to eternal life 
3. 1st Thessalonians 5:8-9 – Saved from the wrath to come – rapture 
4. Matthew 9:21-22 (verb) – Physical healing from an infirmity 

In this passage, we need to look at the entire context. Verse 20 gives the context for what salvation means. 
According to my earnest expectation and my hope, “that I shall not be ashamed in nothing.”  

With Paul in prison, the brothers that are proclaiming Christ from envy and strife were hoping to hold him 
down, to put him to shame. Salvation here is a preservation, that Paul will not be put to shame. 

This is accomplished through two agencies 

1. The prayers of the Philippian saints 
2. The support of the Spirit of Jesus Christ 
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When prayers are matched to the will of God, God is pleased to answer those prayers (1st John 5:14-15).  

What is the aim of the prayers? Notice that in these verses his release from prison is not mentioned. 
Even in verse 25 where it appears that Paul is confident in coming to them, he digresses by saying that 
whether he comes or remains absent in verse 27. The aim of the prayers is for Paul to be bold and not 
ashamed in the proclaiming of the gospel (Ephesians 6:18-20; Colossians 4:2-4; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2). 

Paul’s requests are not focused on the physical benefits but on the proclamation of Jesus Christ without 
opposition or in spite of opposition, with all boldness. 

Paul’s proclamation of Jesus Christ is not only verbal but also in behavioral witness: “Christ will be 
exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.” 

Verse 21 – Again this is often seen, me included, as the mantra we should have as believers. The mind of 
Christ is to understand the reality of this life verses the true life in Jesus Christ. 

  


