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BETTER BIBLE STUDY – LESSON 4 

Two Basic Methods 

Deductive Bible Study – This is the process where the student has an idea and then 
searches the Scripture to prove his idea. The thoughts drive the text. 

Inductive Bible Study – This is the process where, for the most part, the student reads a text 
without trying to prove a thought. The text drives the thoughts. 

Four Basic Steps to Understanding 

We have learned that we need to read and understand the Scriptures with a Literal, 
Grammatical, and Historical (Cultural) method. We have seen how allegorical, typological, 
etc. methods do not lead to understanding. 

Today we will overview the four basic steps. The four steps are in mandatory order: 
1. Observation 
2. Interpretation (Understanding) 
3. Verification 
4. Theological Impact 

Step One – Observation 

Read Entire Book 

Re-read and establish boundaries. What are the identifiable sentences and paragraphs and (if 
applicable) greater sections in a body of work? 

Re-read and outline 

Make observations  

Identify subject, verbs, direct object, indirect object, prepositional phrases, antecedents to 
pronouns. As much as possible, answer the basic questions: who, what, when, where, 
how. Leave “why” for later. 

Identify people and try to find out as much as possible about each person 

Observe and list terms – Normal, unique, repetitive 

Observe relationships – comparisons, contrast, climax, correlation, causation, 
explanation, harmony, etc. 

Simplify sentences (Subject, verb, direct object, indirect object). Example from Hebrews 
1:1-2 – “He has spoken to us in His Son.” This is the main thought of the sentence. 

Identify key terms. Which words do you think have the greatest impact upon the text? 
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From the text ask questions, ones that may or may not be answered. These questions 
might be answerable, but you may not know how to answer them. Write them all down. 
This is the basis for discovery.  

Try to answer all questions to the best of your ability, beginning with the:  

Interpretation  

Consider the context (12 questions). Consider the type of literature (narrative, letter, 
prophecy, poetry, Hebrew instruction). Consider the historical context. Consider the 
cultural context. Ask if these considerations should impact our understanding. 

For each sentence, determine what the passage means. Write down all thoughts, even 
the most outlandish ones. This is not what you would conclude or teach. There are no 
wrong thoughts, only wrong conclusions. I think this means ________. 

Stay away from inference or implication for now; this does not belong in the interpretation 
of the passage. 

Verification 

Does our thought match up with the rest of the letter? Is it consistent with the message of 
the letter. Is the thought clearly stated elsewhere in the letter? 

Next, ask the same questions but consider sister books (if applicable). Next, consider 
books by the same author, then books in the same genre (letters, narrative, etc.), then 
the entire New Testament, and finally, from the Bible as a whole. 

We work from the inside out. This process is vital to ensure proper contextual 
interpretation. We need to make sure our thought is not unique in Scripture.  

We also need to make sure that the interpretation is consistent with that of the 
intended audience and that we do not force other historical contexts into the context in 
question. 

If the interpretation is verified, move on to concluding the point. If it is not, reevaluate the 
observations, rethink the interpretation, and then reverify the interpretation. Repeat this 
until the interpretation is verified. There is only one interpretation for any text. 

Conclude the interpretation; write and rewrite the interpretation. 

Theological Impact 

What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus Christ, or the Holy Spirit? What can we 
learn from the people as they were impacted by God? 

What are some inferences that can be discussed from this passage? 

In what way does this passage influence your thinking about God, others, or yourself? 


