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Philemon 
1. Who wrote this book?  

Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother 

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

To Philemon, Apphia, Archippus, and to the church in Philemon’s house 

3. Where was it written?  

Rome while Paul was in prison (4:18) – The people involved: Onesimus, Archippus, Epaphras, 
Luke, and Timothy. This indicates that the letter was written at the same time as Ephesians and 
Colossians.   

4. When was it written? 

AD 60-62, during Paul’s first initial imprisonment in Rome (Acts 28:30-31)  

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

Onesimus had fled from his contracted responsibility and ran into Paul. After being convinced of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Paul convinced him to go back to Philemon’s family. Paul wrote this 
letter to accompany Onesimus on his return.  

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

Encouragement (1-9) and an appeal for Onesimus (10-20)    

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

Paul was in prison but had some freedom to speak to all those who visited. According to 
Philippians, he is even making progress into Caesar’s Guard. He is not free to leave but he 
enjoys the benefit of being a Roman citizen under house arrest.  

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

Philemon’s family was apparently in Colossae, a town that is under a great amount of pagan 
and mystical influence. The family is the master of bondservants and is therefore wealthy but 
probably responsible for many. As a believing family and hosting a church in their house, they 
are doing well and can afford some grace to Onesimus.  

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

Paul was compassionate to those who do not deserve it. Onesimus deserves punishment but 
Paul said they should charge any cost to his account.  
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10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

Biblical attitude of human-to-human grace and forgiveness – Is this about social justice? 
Master and slave as spiritual equals (brothers), willingness to speak for another. 

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

Philemon 15-16 – For perhaps he was for this reason separated from you for a while, that you 
would have him back forever, no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a beloved brother, 
especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

Compassionate, gentle, and loving, Paul pragmatically demonstrates the love of God and has 
the eternal perspective in contrast to the necessities of living in the physical life. 

 

  


