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BETTER BIBLE STUDY – WORKSHEET 

Romans 
1. Who wrote this book?  

Paul – bondservant, apostle, separated  

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

To the beloved of God in Rome, saints (called holies). The “as” is not in the text. 

3. Where was it written?  

Unstated directly in the letter, but there are clues. The references to Phoebe (Rom. 16:1), Gaius 
(Rom. 16:23), and Erastus (Rom. 16:23), all were associated with Corinth and Cenchrea was 
Corinth’s port. All of these clues indicate that Paul wrote this letter from Corinth or the 
surrounding area.  

4. When was it written? 

Is this during the 2nd or 3rd missionary journey? Romans 15:20-33. This passage indicates the 
events are consistent with the events in Acts 20-21. This letter was written near the end of the 
third missionary journey around 56 AD.   

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

Paul desired to go to Rome and give them a spiritual gift, the complete counsel of the gospel 
(1:10-15). He was prevented because he was commissioned to go to those who had not yet 
heard Christ preached (15:20-22). But he still was compelled to go to give them the full doctrinal 
information that is necessary for the believer. This letter is written in case he was to be 
prevented from visiting them. That way they’d still have, in written form, what he wanted to give 
them. 

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

The letter provides four major points developed with both Hebrew Scriptures and logical 
inference. The four points can be understood in the terms of four good news messages (1:15-
17). The Gospel of Justification (1-4), The Gospel of Benefits (5-8), The Gospel of 
Administration (9-11), and the Gospel of Purpose (12-16).    

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

Paul is not under direct threat but there is the perpetual possibility of threat (2nd Corinthians 
11:21-29) and he asks for prayers to be rescued from unbelievers when he goes to Judea.  

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

The church is not under any current or obvious threat. The church is made up of Jews and 
Gentiles who appear to have been separating themselves (14:1-9).  
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9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

This letter is written by an intelligent, highly educated man of God. The letter is systematic and 
logical. Paul presents himself as pragmatic. He writes this letter desiring to come to them but 
just in case he cannot, he writes the letter.  

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

The overarching theme of Romans is the righteousness that comes from God: the glorious 
truth that God justifies guilty, condemned sinners by grace through faith in Christ.  
Chapters 1-11 present the theological truths of that doctrine, while chapters 12-16 detail its 
practical function of these doctrines in the lives of individual believers and in the church as a 
collective: God’s wrath against sinful mankind (1:18–32); principles of divine judgment (2:1–
16); the universality of sin (3:9–20); an exposition and defense of justification by grace 
through faith (3:21–4:25); the initial benefits of justification (5:1–11); the transference of 
Adam’s sin and the reconciliation of Jesus (5:12–21); inference of grace (6:1-23); unity of 
Christ and believers (7:1-6); the problem of the sin nature and the purpose of the Law (7:7-
25); The abundant benefits of being justified (8); Israel is God’s chosen nation (9); The 
church’s message for Israel (10); God’s future plan for Israel and the grafting in of the church 
(11); The obvious responsibility of the believer is transformation and love (12); responsibility 
to human government (13); and principles of Christian liberty (14-15). 

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

Romans 1:16-17 – For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of 
God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY 
FAITH." 

Romans 12:1-2 – Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you 
may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

This is the most precise and accurate systematic understanding of theology in the Scripture. 
Knowing Romans well gives the student everything that is needed to live in this life as a 
believer. 

 

  


