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BETTER BIBLE STUDY – WORKSHEET 

2nd Corinthians 
1. Who wrote this book?  

Paul 

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

To the Church of God at Corinth. 

3. Where was it written?  

Unstated in the letter. The suspicion is that it is written in transit as Paul made his way back to 
Judea.  

4. When was it written? 

After Paul wrote 1st Corinthians, he ran into some issues at Ephesus (Acts 19:23,29). Paul did 
go to Macedonia and to Greece, but it does not say he made it to Corinth (Acts 20:1-3). Paul 
had initially visited there on his way to Greece but was unable to go back through Corinth (1:15-
17). If the suspicion is true that this was written in transit back to Judea, it would have been 
spring to summer 56 AD.   

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

Paul, planning to remain at Ephesus until Pentecost, eventually does visit Corinth. The visit 
appears to not be a wholly joyous one (2:1). Someone seemed to even openly dispute Paul 
during the visit but was rebuked by the majority (2:5-8). But now, disturbing news has reached 
Paul after he wasn’t able to return there of further difficulties at Corinth including the arrival of 
false self-proclaimed apostles who are defaming Paul. They probably claimed that Paul was a 
liar for having not come back (1:15-17). 

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

Begging them not to be fooled by false apostles, Paul provides an extensive defense of his 
intentions and apostleship. This letter serves as an autobiography of sorts where Paul reaffirms 
his love, devotion, eternal perspective, and apostleship. Paul begs them to reaffirm their 
dedication to Jesus Christ, to keep an eternal perspective, and to be generous.  

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

There is no indication of current turmoil although it is always a threat (11:21-29). If Paul is 
traveling to Judea, it is under the suspicion that he will be captured and taken prisoner once 
again (Acts 21:7-14). 

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

The church was not in any danger, but there seems to have always been disturbances.  
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9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

If there is one book that would give us a glimpse into the life of the author, this is the book. Paul 
writes about his ministry, his generosity, his apostleship, his love and unselfishness, and his 
desire to see them again. Paul also has a sarcastic streak (10:7-8; 11:1, 7-8, 16-19, 21-23). 

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

There are 13 chapters of testimony and defense and it also provides other vital doctrines. It 
provides details as to the Trinity: 

1. God the Father as a merciful Comforter (1:3; 7:6), the Creator (4:6), the One who raised 
Jesus from the dead (4:14; 13:4), and who will raise believers as well (4:14; 5:8).  

2. Jesus Christ is the One who suffered (1:5), who fulfilled God’s promises (1:20), who 
was the proclaimed Lord (4:5), who manifested God’s glory (4:6), and the One who in 
His incarnation became poor for believers (8:9).  

3. The Spirit is equated to God (3:3,17-18), makes a person alive (3:6), and is the 
guarantee of believers’ salvation (1:22; 5:5).  

Satan is identified as the “god of this age” (4:4), a deceiver (11:14), and the leader of human 
and angelic deceivers (11:15).  

The end times include both the believer’s glorification (4:16–5:8) and his evaluation (5:10).  

Salvation in terms of reconciliation and the summary of substitutionary atonement (5:14–21)  

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

1 Corinthians 5 – Although the point of the book is Paul’s defense of himself, the reason that 
that his defense is needed is because of the truth of Jesus Christ and His atoning work. For the 
Corinthians to have fallen for these false apostles means that they have fallen out of the truth of 
Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Is: 

1. Within us 
2. Our promise of glory 
3. Our provider of the Holy Spirit 
4. Our hope of the future 
5. Our evaluator 
6. Our atonement 
7. Our reconciliation 
8. Our righteousness 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

Paul defends himself, but actually he is defending Jesus Christ. If Paul is an example to us, this 
letter helps us understand Paul to the best of our ability. Our response to this letter should leave 
us with a sense of assurance that what we have secured for us in the Pauline letters and the 
rest of Scripture is true because it is a testimony of true apostles of Jesus Christ (John 17:20). 


