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1st Corinthians 
1. Who wrote this book?  

Paul 

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

To the Church of God at Corinth. 

3. Where was it written?  

Ephesus (16:8,19) 

4. When was it written? 

It was written during Paul’s third missionary journey. If Paul’s intent matches his actions, we can 
say that this was in third year of Paul’s stay in Ephesus (Acts 20:31), since he is planning to stay 
until Pentecost (late May) and winter with the Corinthian Church afterward. This means that the 
letter was probably written in the spring between 53 and 55 AD.  

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

Paul had heard some disturbing news about the doctrinal and moral deficiencies in the church 
there.   

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

Correction. Paul addresses every challenge that is facing the Corinthian church with doctrine 
and admonishment.  

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

Paul had been in Ephesus leading missionary efforts to the region for some time and training 
many elders and Timothy. Paul was in relative peace. 

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

The church was not in any danger. The letter does not indicate that they had been under any 
persecution. The church, however, had succumbed to pressures of the surrounding worldview to 
the point that they had regressed to a shocking state of action and thought.   

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

Paul is not as harsh as he was in the letter to the Galatians, but this letter is very strong in 
nature. Paul asserts his apostolic authority and warns them strongly about heeding to his 
instructions (which are the Lord’s instructions). In the midst of all the doctrine and instruction, 
Paul writes about love and speaks as a caring father. 
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10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

There are 16 chapters of sequential doctrines that are designed to reeducate, motivate, and 
admonish the saints. They include unity, wisdom of God, Christ is the foundation, rewards 
for faithful service, the problem of immorality, marriage, use of liberty in Christ, Paul’s heart 
in evangelism, the lessons from the Hebrew Scriptures, organization of the local assembly, 
spiritual “gifts,” greatest of these is love, abuses of apparent gifts, and resurrection 
(instrumental to the gospel). 

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

1 Corinthians 4:14-20 – I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my 
beloved children.  For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have 
many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. Therefore I exhort 
you, be imitators of me. For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and 
faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach 
everywhere in every church. Now some have become arrogant, as though I were not coming to 
you. But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who 
are arrogant but their power. For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but in power.  

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

This book, in my opinion, is the hardest book to teach through. It is filled with disappointment 
and failure. But this book is also one of the most doctrinally rich.  

What are some difficulties? 

Chapter 3 – Are there carnal Christians? 

Chapter 5 – Church discipline involves removal of a wicked believer? 

Chapter 6 – We will judge angels? 

Chapter 6 – All things are lawful? 

Chapter 11 – Are women to where head coverings? 

Chapter 14 – Can someone abuse a gift? 

 

  


