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BETTER BIBLE STUDY – WORKSHEET 

Hebrews 
1. Who wrote this book?  

The writer does not self-identify in this book. But this does not mean that we do not have clues 
as to who wrote the book. We will begin with evidence for Paul being the author.  

Many claim that the letter is Pauline in style, using terms and phrases that are only used (or 
primarily used) in Paul’s letters.  

The fallacy of this argument is twofold. Paul is the most attested to author in the New 
Testament. We know that the writer is not John, James (deceased), Luke (an historian), and 
very unlikely to be Peter (style). So, that the content of Hebrews is similar to Paul is a matter 
of self-fulfilling analysis. One can look at the differences and emphasize those and easily 
conclude that Paul did not write the book. Second, since we do not have other writings from 
other major players in the New Testament, one cannot compare writings with them. 

There is evidence that a companion of Paul wrote Hebrews. The author of Hebrews attests to 
the eyewitnesses and those who worked miracles and wonders (Hebrews 2:1-3). The 
conclusion from this passage is that the writer is not personally acquainted with Jesus and did 
not work signs and wonders. The similarities in vocabulary indicate that he knew Paul and 
probably was well acquainted with him. The writer and the audience knew Timothy (Heb 13:23). 

This leads to four well attested persons in the New Testament: 

1. Barnabas – An early companion of Paul, a Levite. After their separation in Acts 15, 
Barnabas is not mentioned again in Scripture except for being the cousin of Mark. 
Unverified church history has Barnabas martyred in the early 60’s. 

2. Silas – Mentioned as a companion and co-author of many books. Many believe that Silas 
was Paul’s scribe. Silas is not mentioned after Acts 18 and history suggests that he 
became the Elder at Berea. 

3. Apollos – Strong Jewish believer, respected, and diligent. Remained with Paul as a 
coworker through the history of the New Testament (Titus 3:13) 

4. John Mark – Levite, left but later regained his relationship with Paul at the end. Based 
upon 2nd Timothy, Mark was probably at Paul’s martyrdom.  

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

Emphases on the Levitical priesthood, sacrifices, the Law, angels, and many quotes and 
allusions to the Greek translation of the Hebrew text (LXX) as well as the absence of any 
reference to the Gentiles, support the conclusion that a community of Hellenistic Hebrews was 
the intended audience. 

3. Where was it written?  

Italy (Hebrews 13:24) 
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4. When was it written? 

The use of the present tense in passages concerning temple worship would suggest that the 
Levitical priesthood and sacrificial system were still in operation when the epistle was 
composed. Since the temple was destroyed A.D. 70, the epistle must have been written prior to 
that date. In addition, it may be noted that Timothy had just been released from prison (13:23) 
and that persecution was becoming severe (10:32–39; 12:4; 13:3). These details suggest a date 
for the epistle around A.D. 67–69.     

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

Based upon the severe persecution (Hebrews 10:32-39; 12:4) and the imploration to continue in 
belief and dedication to Jesus Christ (Hebrews 3:1-19; 4:1-7; 12:1-3), we conclude that these 
Jewish believers were being persecuted to the end that they were beginning to forsake Jesus.  

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

Jesus is better. Every topic that is vital to a first century Jew is discussed in the letter with the 
conclusion that Jesus is better than the shadow in the Hebrew Scriptures and that He fulfilled 
the Law and completion of the Levitical system.  

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

According to the end of the letter, the author is free to travel but is aware of the severe 
persecution.     

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

The audience is under severe pressure and is on the precipice of falling away from the truth of 
Jesus Christ.  

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

He is very knowledgeable. The Greek is complex, but the subject matter is very sequential, 
logical, and backed by many Scriptures.  

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

Jesus Christ is better than any person, idea, ceremony, or system in the Old Testament. 
Based upon that truth, the faith of the predecessors is a testimony to the faithfulness of God 
and an example for the readers (and us) to continue with Jesus to the end.  

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

Hebrews 3:12-14; 12:1-3 – Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. But encourage one another day after day, 
as long as it is still called "Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of 
sin. For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm 
until the end…Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us 
also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down 
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at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who has endured such hostility by 
sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

This book is, in my opinion, the most systematic and exhaustive work to the defense of Jesus 
Christ ever written. The context of the Hebrew Scriptures coupled with the defense of Jesus in 
comparison to Jewish custom and thought is compelling for anyone to read, but especially for 
the Jew. 

The book must be taken with an understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures. If one is not 
competent in the Pentateuch, the history, poetry, and prophecy presented in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, then one can easily get lost in Hebrews and surmise some damaging heresy. 

What are some difficulties? 

Hebrews 11 – Define faith 

Hebrews 6:4-8 – Can believers lose their salvation? 

Hebrews 10:26 – Is there a point where Jesus’ sacrifice is no longer effective?   

  


