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BETTER BIBLE STUDY – WORKSHEET 

2st Timothy  

1. Who wrote this book?  

The Apostle Paul (1:1) – Late in life  

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

Timothy – See the previous handout. 

3. Where was it written?  

Paul is in prison, probably in Rome. In 1:17, Paul indicates that Onesiphorus went to him in 
Rome while in prison. At the end of this letter, Timothy was encouraged to go to Paul (4:9). Paul 
does not tell Timothy a different location; therefore, we can conclude the location to be Rome.  

4. When was it written? 

Being that this is probably his last letter, Paul was expecting his execution to be soon (4:6). We 
know that Paul’s first imprisonment was around 58-60 AD (Acts 28:30-31). The earliest that this 
letter would have been written is 61 AD. Extrabiblical information has Paul executed in 67-68 
AD, so if Paul does indeed understand his execution to be soon, the time of the writing would be 
soon before this date. If 2nd Timothy were written in anticipation of his execution but was 
unfounded, then the date could have been earlier. A date between 61-68 AD does not impact 
the understanding.    

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

Paul writes this letter most likely from the perspective of his imminent death. 

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

To encourage Timothy to be strong and to work hard regarding the faith and spreading the truth 
of Jesus Christ. To instruct Timothy to challenge false teachers and not to allow his 
imprisonment as a reason for wavering in the mission. To inform Timothy of his loneliness and 
ask that he come with some requested materials (4:6, 21).  

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

Paul is in prison, most likely in worse conditions than that of the circumstance in Acts 28. 
Extrabiblical information indicates that Paul was kept in the Mamertine Prison. If this was so, 
Paul was held in cold, wet, and miserable conditions (4:13). Paul would have been stripped of 
basic necessities and he evidently did not have the “books” that he loved.     
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8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

Timothy is still under pressure from false teachers and these false teachers are using the 
imprisonment as ammunition against Paul, his work, the doctrines, and against Timothy.  

  

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

In the most difficult time of Paul’s life (that is saying a lot), Paul is first and foremost concerned 
about Timothy and believers. His confidence is unwavering and he looks forward to his death 
because he understands that he gains from that graduation (Philippians 1:21). 

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

It seems that Paul may have had reason to fear that Timothy was in danger of weakening 
spiritually. This would have been of grave concern for Paul since Timothy needed to carry on 
Paul’s work (2:2). This may not be based upon observation or report but in anticipation. This 
concern is evident in Paul’s exhortation to “stir up” his gift (1:6), to replace fear with power, love, 
and a sound mind (1:7), to not be ashamed of Paul and the Lord, but willingly suffer for the 
gospel (1:8), and to hold on to the truth (1:13-14). Summing up the potential problem that 
Timothy might be weakening under the pressure of the church and the persecution of the world, 
Paul calls him to “be strong” (2:11) and to continue to “preach the word” (4:2). This letter is less 
commending but is more instructive (about 25 imperatives). 

Paul did not instruct Timothy further as to doctrine. He did, however, allude to several important 
doctrines, including salvation by grace (1:9-10; 2:10), the character and person of Jesus (2:8; 
4:1, 8), encouragement in perseverance (2:11–13), and that he wrote the crucial text of the NT 
by the inspiration of God (3:16, 17). 

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

2 Timothy 2:15 – Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.  

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

Strength, assurance, and apostolic instruction are the basic characteristics of this book. This is 
done with love and personal care. Paul is the example (3:10-11) and challenges the reader to 
understand that all who live godly should anticipate persecution. According to Hebrews 13:23, 
Timothy either has already experienced this or soon would. 

  


