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BETTER BIBLE STUDY – WORKSHEET 

1st Timothy  

1. Who wrote this book?  

Paul the Apostle (1:1) – Late in life  

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

Timothy – See Handout. 

3. Where was it written?  

This letter does not indicate where Paul is. We can opine based upon when we think it is written.  

4. When was it written? 

Two choices present themselves. Did Paul leave Timothy (1:3) during his third missionary 
journey? Or did he leave him at Ephesus after his first imprisonment? Both are possible and the 
letter does not indicate which is more probable. 

If the verse refers to the third missionary journey, the letter is written around 58 AD. 

If it was after his first imprisonment, the date is around 63 AD.   

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

Evidently Paul has heard of some problems in Ephesus and Timothy is being charged with 
being strong and fulfilling his mission. It seems to be a written affidavit from Paul to demonstrate 
Timothy’s authority. 

Paul’s fear seems to have come true (Acts 20:29-31).   

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

To encourage Timothy and empower him to lead the churches for which he was responsible.  

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

There is no indication that Paul is imprisoned or in danger.   

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

Timothy is not in danger nor under any specific threat, but the pressure is mounting from false 
teachers. Timothy may have been shaken and in need of encouragement (1:18-19). 
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9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

Paul takes on the role of a strong and loving father. He is both strict and powerful but at the 
same time loving, caring, and encouraging. Paul’s tone doesn’t seem to be forced; this is who 
Paul is. 

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

1st Timothy takes on many topics: 1) handling false doctrine, 2) handling false teachers, 3) 
church organization and practice, 4) Timothy’ responsibility in regard to his ministry, 5) 
responsibilities of the church in general, 6) responsibility of elders, 7) qualities of “the man of 
God,” and 8) proper handling of what God entrusted. 

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

1 Timothy 3:14-16 –  I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; but in 
case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the 
household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. By 
common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, Was 
vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the nations, Believed on in the 
world, Taken up in glory.  

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

From this letter we have some of the most important details of church organization and 
responsibilities. Of the Pastoral Epistles, this one is the most detailed and covers a wider range 
of information.  

There are some interpretive difficulties, but word studies and proper hermeneutics solve most, if 
not all, of these issues. Remember that this was written to a specific person at a specific time. In 
most of the church organization and practice we must understand the principle and be careful 
not to apply specifically what is not intended for us to do so. 

Questions: 

1. Delivered to Satan? (1:20) 
2. Limitations on the role of women? (2:9-15) 
3. Saved by childbearing? (2:15) 
4. Husband of one wife? (3:2) 
5. Deaconesses? (3:11) 
6. Deport from the faith? (4:1) 
7. List for widows indeed? (5:3-16) 
8. Elders worthy of double honor? (5:17) 


