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BETTER BIBLE STUDY – WORKSHEET 

1st Thessalonians  

1. Who wrote this book?  

Paul the Apostle (1:1) –  

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

To the church in Thessalonica (1:1). The Thessalonians were followers who were in much 
affliction and have become examples to the whole world (1:6-10). They were imitators of the 
churches of God in Judea because they also suffered physical persecution for the sake of Jesus 
Christ and the Gospel (2:14). Paul and all who with him loved this church and greatly desired to 
be with them (2:17-20).    

3. Where was it written?  

From Corinth (3:1-6; Acts 17:10, 14; 18:1, 5, 9-11).  

4. When was it written? 

About AD 51, during Paul’s second missionary journey (Acts 17-18) 

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

Paul had sent Timothy to Thessalonica to see how they are doing. Paul was only able to spend 
a short time with them and he is concerned because he was not able to give them all the 
information they need to know (Acts 17:1-4). Paul was not able to “fully establish” them and he 
desired to “complete what is lacking in (their) faith.”  

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

As stated, the purpose was to complete what was lacking in their faith—that is to provide the 
doctrinal content that they needed so that they would be fully able to continue to walk worthy of 
the Lord. Specifically, there was a lack of information concerning the end times. The anticipation 
is that Jesus would return within the lifespan of these believers and they were concerned about 
those who died prior to Jesus’ return (4:13-18).  

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

Paul is in Corinth enjoying great success and peace for 18 months, but he was inhibited by the 
adversary in returning to Thessalonica.  

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

According to Acts 17:1-10 and the recounting of the events in 1st Thessalonians, the people had 
suffered significant physical and social persecution at the hands of their countryman (Jews and 
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Gentiles). But they have remained strong and they had not been moved from their 
steadfastness.  

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

Paul demonstrates great care, love, and support for the Thessalonians. Paul did everything he 
could to return to them. When it was evident that he could not, Timothy was sent to them. Paul 
is precise in his instructions, both practical and doctrinal. His care, love, and gentleness is 
displayed even in the brutal, exclusive truth he gives them. Paul’s goal is that they all love each 
other (4:8-12). 

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

Love for the brethren. Establishment through doctrine. Confidence and comfort in believer’s 
death (sleep). Revelation of the Day of the Lord.  

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

1 Thessalonians 3:10-13 – as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see 
your face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith? Now may our God and Father 
Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; and may the Lord cause you to increase and 
abound in love for one another, and for all people, just as we also do for you; so that He may 
establish your hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all His saints.  

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 – Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may 
your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass. 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

This is a gentle letter and full of encouragement. Timothy was already going back and forth 
between Corinth and Thessalonica and Paul had given him both the information and authority to 
teach them.  

This letter was intended to be a comfort to the Thessalonians and to confirm what Timothy had 
been teaching them. They evidently wanted to make sure that what Timothy was teaching was 
accurate and consistent with Paul’s teaching. 

 


