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BETTER BIBLE STUDY – WORKSHEET 

2nd Peter 

1. Who wrote this book?  

Peter the Apostle; Cephas, Simon son of John (John 1:41-42).  

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

“To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ:  

The common thought is that this letter is a sequel to 1st Peter, but the strong contrast is the 
intended audience. In the first letter it is addressed to “elect sojourners of dispersion.” This letter 
does not reference the same crowd. 

The literal Greek for the addressees is “to the ones who have obtained with us same precious 
faith in righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.” The root word for “same” is also 
used in Acts 11:17, where Peter comments about Gentiles who received the Holy Spirit when 
they believed. 

“Beloved” is used 5 times, which appears to indicate that Peter has personal knowledge of and 
concern for this audience. In 3:2 he mentions the commandment of the Lord and Savior by your 
apostles. In 3:15-16, we find that Paul has also written to them. Whoever this group is, they 
have had a good amount of attention from the apostles.  

The timing of this letter also plays a significant role in determining the audience. In 1:14-15, 
Peter’s death is imminent. This places the letter much later than the first letter. 

Taking everything into consideration, this seems to be a non-descript letter to a specific group.   
He does not refer to them as Jews or Gentiles; they are simply believers. 

3. Where was it written?  

The timing determines location. There is no indication of the location in the text. 

4. When was it written? 

As stated, the letter is much later than First Peter. Peter states that it has been revealed to him 
that his death will happen soon. This revelation is not based upon circumstances alone but also 
revealed by Jesus Christ Himself. According to history, we are fairly certain that Peter died in 
Rome around 67-68 AD.  

Since his death was imminent, we can safely conclude that the date is 65-68 AD. This sets the 
location of its writing in Rome.  

 



5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

Peter is near death and he desires to communicate truth as his last testimonial to this group. 

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

He writes to them to stir up reminders. Even after his departure, this letter will serve as some 
lasting reminders and encouragement in the face of a world in chaos. 

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

Peter is in prison and his death sentence is about to be carried out.  

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

With the apostles gone or dying and Christian persecution near the peak, these believers 
probably were near the edge of falling into despair, which leaves open the potential for false 
teachers to enter and lead them astray. 

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

Peter is confident and not in despair even at the prospect of being crucified. His confidence is 
based upon the Scripture and the eternal truths of living with God.    

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

Growth to maturity with the final goal being love. Perpetual reminder of God’s truth, judgment, 
and eternal glory. 

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

2nd Peter 3:17-18 – You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that 
you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, 
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

Chapter 1 and 3 are extremely encouraging. Chapter 2 is hard-hitting and harsh toward 
unbelievers and enemies of God, Jesus, and believers. 

1:5-7 the list of “qualities” or “virtues” is both challenging and confusing. Is this a progression or 
is this a list to work on?  What is not questioned is the benefit (1:8-9). 

1:16-21 – the Word is more sure than the experience of Peter. 

The writings of Jude in particular have an amazingly similar content.  In fact, it may be prudent 
to study Jude along with 2nd Peter. 

Peter maintains an eternal perspective and his circumstances do not shake him (3:9-13). 

 


