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BETTER BIBLE STUDY – WORKSHEET 

1st John 

1. Who wrote this book?  

This is more difficult than just reading the title. From reading the letter without any other input, 
the author is an apostle (1st John 1:1-4; 2:19; 4:6). It isn’t Paul (not an eyewitness), but is one of 
the leadership (because he is speaking for all). The author has a personal knowledge and 
appears to have a relationship with the intended audience (my little children). 

In the Greek Scriptures, there are three men who are considered to be leaders (Galatians 2:9). 
They are Peter, James, and John. 

Because of the similarities of language, phrases, vocabulary, and literary form, the author of 1st 
John and the author of the Gospel of John is the same person. Who wrote the Gospel of John 
(John 21:20-24)? We do not know that for sure either. Of the three leaders, John seems to fit. 
This is a decision based upon the evidence, but it is not proof. What we do know does impact 
the interpretation. What we cannot be sure of does not impact the interpretation.  

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

The readers of this letter are referred to as children, fathers, and young men. “Children” (τεκνίον, 
teknion) is used to address the audience seven times in the letter and in all the chapters except 
chapter 1. They are described in the letter as “having the anointing from the Holy One” (2:20, 
27), “having known the truth” (2:21), “beloved” (6x), and “brother” (17x – not always direct 
address). All of these phrases indicate that the readers are or are assumed to be believers, part 
of the family of God.   

They are not eyewitnesses themselves but have believed because of the witness of the 
Apostles. Paul is not mentioned; therefore, this is not a follow up to one of his visits by the 
eyewitnesses. No person is mentioned; therefore, this is probably meant as a regional circular 
letter (or sent our to various locations based upon the circumstance). 

3. Where was it written?  

Since it was written speaking for all the Apostles, a central location should be inferred. 
Jerusalem is probably the best choice. 

4. When was it written? 

This also presents an interesting question. Most date this letter very late because they believe 
John wrote it while on Patmos. Why? He is writing as a collective. Why would he write on behalf 
of all the Apostles if all of them are either dead or gone? Based upon the content, his speaking 
for all the Apostles, and the most probable location, I am convinced that this letter was written 
earlier (evidence not proof). 



Acts 16:6-7 – If this letter was intended to go to believers in Asia, why would the Holy Spirit not 
permit Paul to go there? My opinion is that was because of the high population of Jewish 
believers there—God did not perform redundant work.  

Just as Peter had ties to Jewish regions in North Asia Minor and Mesopotamia, John may have 
had tight connections to Jewish believers in Asia Minor. According to extra-biblical church 
history, John visited Asia Minor in 48-52 AD and may have written his gospel account there to 
provide a written testimony. The letters were probably written from Jerusalem soon after John 
returned from Asia Minor. When persecution arose, John is reported to have gone to Asia Minor 
around AD 65. So a date of the letters is between 55 and 65 AD. Much of this is hypothesis, but 
the reasons for a later date are a very weak. 

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

The believers have been persuaded by antichrists to abandon apostolic teaching, to believe that 
Jesus is not the Christ, that the Christ had not yet come, and that Jesus is not from God. This 
faulty doctrine has led to one overt situation; their love has grown cold. 

1st John 2:22-26; 3:13-18; 4:1-6; 4:20-21  

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

To provide both doctrine and exhortation to prove that the doctrine of the antichrists: 

I. Is the sin 
II. Leads to shrinking back (2:28) 
III. Is an identification with the devil (3:4-10) 
IV. Leads to a lack of love (3:10-12) 
V. Leads to a lack of assurance (5:12-13) 
VI. Leads to death (5:16-17) 

The doctrine from the Apostles encourages the believers to remain in Jesus, to abide in truth: 

I. Is the righteousness 
II. Leads to confidence at his appearing (2:28) 
III. Is an identification with the being born of God (3:4-10) 
IV. Leads love for the brethren (3:13-17; 4:7-21) 
V. Leads to assurance (5:12-13) 
VI. Leads to truth (5:18-21) 

This is written: 1:4; 2:1; 2:26; 5:13 

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

In the period of growth and spreading of the good news of Jesus Christ among much opposition.  

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

Jews, having come from Jerusalem, were claiming to be apostles or from the apostles and have 
brought distressing news. The readers (mostly immature believers) have followed after this 
teaching. 



9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

It is strong, bold, and unapologetic for the truth. Very stern to those leading the children away. 
Calling them antichrists is a strong offensive statement. Referring to those who refuse to follow 
after apostolic doctrine as children of the devil is also very strong language. But the focus is 
love, what true godly love looks like and tenderly leading them back to truth and to love.    

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

Fellowship with the Apostles (Fellowship with God is never questioned) 

Abiding in Jesus Christ 

Love of the brethren 

Confidence and assurance in Jesus Christ 

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

1st John 2:28 – Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have 
confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

The difficulty of 1st John comes first from faulty assumptions. Believing that this book is about 
fellowship with God, how to keep it and how to restore it, is an example of a faulty assumption. 

Believing that this is about Gnostics or pre-Gnostics is also an assumption that cannot be 
gleaned by the content of the letter. 

The primary concern is to have the readership come back into alignment with apostolic teaching 
and back to believing in Jesus Christ (3:23-24; 5:1-13) 

The purpose to have them come back to this truth is so that they would love, both God and the 
brethren (4:7-21). 

 


