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BETTER BIBLE STUDY – WORKSHEET 

Galatians 

1. Who wrote this book?  

Paul – See Handout (The Early Life of Paul) 

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

To the churches (ἐκκλησία ekklēsia – plural grammatical form) of Galatia. Galatia is a region in 
current day southern Turkey. It includes Derbe, Iconium, Lystra, possibly Antioch (Galatians 
2:11). The area has Jewish influence (Acts 13-14) but the predominate believers were Gentiles. 

3. Where was it written?  

Jerusalem, during or after the Council at Jerusalem (Galatians 2:1-3,11-21; Acts 15:1-11) 

4. When was it written? 

46-50 AD. Christ died in 30-33 AD; the events leading to the Council at Jerusalem took 
approximately 15-16 years. 

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

The Gentiles in the region had succumbed to the pressures of Jewish believers (Acts 15:1-5) in 
taking on circumcision and other aspects of the Mosaic Law (Galatians 1:6-10; 3:1-5; 4:8-11, 21; 
5:1-6). As believers, they were being persuaded that a believer becomes complete, sanctified, 
mature, or justified by God by submitting to rules or the Law. 

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

Paul wants to demonstrate that the Law or any law cannot be used to complete a believer. 
Faith, working through love, is the means for completeness and sin avoidance. To continue in a 
justified manner before God one must increase faith. 

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

The tone of the letter reflects frustration and other high emotions in regard to the doctrinal 
failures of the Gentile believers. Having been sent to the Council at Jerusalem, Paul is under 
heavy scrutiny as an apostle, even from the brethren in Jerusalem.  

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

Having come out of pagan worship (Galatians 4:8) and having been saved by grace though faith 
in Jesus Christ, they desired to be made complete. They turned to Jewish believers who 
believed that Gentiles needed to come under the banner of Israel and become proselytes.  
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9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

Paul is a brash and forthright apostle. He does not “soften the blow” in his condemnation of 
those Jewish believers nor does he to the Galatian believers.  

Galatians 5:2-4 – “Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you. And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under 
obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to 
be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.” 

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

Paul’s apostleship, the severity of presenting a false gospel, justification by grace apart from 
works, walk by the Spirt and you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh 

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

Justification before God is not something that can be earned, initially or perpetually. 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

The gospel is not only the good news to the unregenerate about salvation by grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ. The believer’s life is also developed by grace through faith. God grants grace to 
the perpetual believer (the one who increases faith).  

Spirituality is achieved when we are in the same metal framework as Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit. When our desires and mental attitude match Jesus Christ, we simply do what we want. 
This is the nature of liberty in Christ. 

Brash, unapologetic truth in the face of incorrect doctrine 

Restoration of the one in doctrinal error using the truth of God’s word, faith, hope, and love 

 


