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BETTER BIBLE STUDY – WORKSHEET 

The First Epistle of the Apostle Peter 

1. Who wrote this book?  

Peter the Apostle, aka Cephas, aka Simon bar Jonah 

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

To the “Diaspora,” resident aliens scattered in various regions.  The question: is this letter to the 
Jewish believers scattered or to Church Age Christians scattered abroad?  

As opposed to James, which specifically states to the 12 tribes of diaspora; this simply states to 
“elect sojourners of dispersion” (literal Greek).   

The two adjectives, “elect” and “sojourners,” work together.  Grammatically, sojourners would be 
the substantive adjective and elect would modify.  By itself, “elect” narrows the field to believers.   

In Hebrews 11:13, we see that the fathers of faith are strangers and exiles (sojourners) and in 
1st Peter 2:11, they are among the “ethnos.” This may further indicate either non-Israeli nations 
or unbelievers. “Diaspora” is only found three times in the NT: John 7:35; James 1:1; and 1st 
Peter 1:1.   

With each of the previous uses, this is an obvious reference to Jews outside of the homeland. 
Peter is the Apostle to the circumcision and Paul to the un-circumcision (Gal 2:8).   

Peter writes in 2 Peter 3:15-16 that Paul writes things that are hard to understand. The 
predominant controversy is that the Gentile believers were fellow heirs of the seed promise and 
of the administration with the Jews through Jesus.     

With all this in mind, the interpretation will begin with the presumption that the initial audience is 
Jewish believers as they are living among the Gentiles.  Also consider 2:9 (Deut 7:6); 2:12; 2:25; 
4:5; 5:1-4. 

3. Where was it written?  

Babylon in Mesopotamia (5:13). In Mesopotamia, Babylon became a Jewish hub and had early 
Christian churches according to the Jewish Encyclopedia.  Nothing in the text indicates that 
Babylon is figurative.  Rome is referred in Acts and by Paul in Romans and Timothy. 

4. When was it written?  

Peter wrote to persons met in Acts 2.   

No mention of Paul as 2nd Peter does.   

Paul makes mention of other apostles and Peter regularly in his letters.   

The diaspora was mentioned in John 7:35, so this does not indicate the large-scale Jewish 
scattering in 65-70 A.D.  Some give a later date due to 5:13, claiming that Babylon is Rome.   



2 

Silas is the carrier of the letter (5:12). Silas (Silvanus) becomes a co-worker with Paul and, 
according to church history, remains in Berea as their overseer.   

Silas was most likely a co-worker of Peter early on in Acts prior to the council meeting in 45 AD.   

There are many similarities to James that is presumed to have been written prior to 45 AD. 1st 
Peter seems to be written very early as well. 

5. What was the occasion of the writing? What happened to spur the writing of the book? 

The mental attitude of the people was beginning to wane under the pressure of the world and 
potential persecution. 

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

To strengthen, encourage, and instruct the readers to remain under the pressure of the world 
and join in the suffering of Jesus Christ 

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

Peter was in Babylon, probably there to evangelize and set a foundation to the Jews in 
Mesopotamia. 

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

The Jews that were at Pentecost had returned to their homeland having received information 
and instructions from the apostles. They went home energetic about the truth of the gospel and 
have been commissioned to evangelize and minister to those who would become believers. 

It appears that Gentiles have placed pressure on these believers (there is no indication that 
fellow Jews have, but it is not out of the question). The pressure seems to be coming from the 
ruling authority.  

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

Peter has “grown up” to maturity and has taken the mantel of lead Apostle. Yes, the writing is 
God-inspired but this still shows the intensity and sincerity that Peter has in regard to 
perseverance. This is the same apostle that denied Jesus during the night of His trial. 

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

A guarantee of heavenly benefits. Living a positive behavioral witness. Jesus is the Messiah and 
is the perfect example of every life choice that needs to be made. Love for others. Remain 
faithful in spite of persecution  

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

Live according to the standard of Jesus Christ (2:21) 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

Strong words for believing Jews who need an eternal outlook. 


