
Tools For Bible Study – Beth Haven Church, Kansas City, Missouri 

BETTER BIBLE STUDY – LESSON 2 

The Demand for Bible Study 

Bible study is not the exclusive possession of pastors, seminary professors, or Sunday 

school teachers. Attending Sunday morning, Wednesday night, and other classes where 

someone else is teaching is good, but in order to facilitate a more efficient and consistent 

growth to maturity, personal study is required.  

All believers are called to know God – 2nd Peter 3:17-18 tells us to withstand the theological 

error of unprincipled men and to be steadfast by growing in the grace and knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Also, Paul gives a command to the Colossian church and to us to have 

His peace in the deep recesses of our minds and to have His word abundantly dwell in us 

(Col 3:15-16). 

In Paul’s letter to Timothy, we see an important mandate. 2 Tim 2:15 – We understand that 

this was written to a particular person, but the principle applies. We also need to be diligent 

while accurately handling the word of truth.  

In addition to helping us know God better, it equips us with all we need to accomplish all He 

intends for us (2 Tim 3:16-17). If God has spoken, then the one who wants to know God 

needs to have regular interaction with His message to accomplish that goal. 

Four Basic Steps to Understanding 

Last week, we learned that we need to read and understand the Scriptures with a literal, 

grammatical, and historical (cultural) method. We also saw how allegorical, typological, etc. 

methods do not lead to understanding. 

Today, we will begin to look at four basic steps (later this will develop into nine advanced 

steps). The four steps are in mandatory order: 

1. Observation 

2. Interpretation (Understanding) 

3. Verification 

4. Application 
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Step One – Observation 

Inductive Reasoning vs. Deductive Reasoning 

Deductive reasoning, or deduction, starts out with a general statement or hypothesis and 

examines the possibilities to reach a specific, logical conclusion. General => Specific 

1. Premise 

2. Seek Information 

3. Conclude Whether the Premise is True or Not 

Inductive reasoning makes broad generalizations from specific observations. Data is 

observed then conclusions are drawn from the data. Specific => General 

1. Seek Information 

2. Build toward principles or broader understanding 

3. Premise 

Deductive reasoning seeks to prove a point. Inductive reasoning lets the text state the point. 

Reduction of Presupposition 

The student must eliminate as many presuppositions as possible when studying Scripture. 

There are some that we cannot eliminate and there are some that we must not eliminate. 

---1st Peter--- 

What are some presuppositions that we do have that need to be eliminated? 

What are some that we cannot/must not eliminate? 

God exists, belief in Jesus Christ, this letter is God-inspired text, the need for natural 

reading of the text, this was written in Greek (the English may not be as accurate) 
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General Observations 

Pre-Text Work –  

1. Who wrote this book?  

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

3. Where was it written?  

4. When was it written?  

5. What was the occasion of the writing?  

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

Stick to the text to discover this as much as possible. Extra-biblical data must be taken 

with a high degree of skepticism. 

Read the Entire Letter Multiple Times – Best Practices 

1. The first reading is to grasp the overall message, its key words and themes.  

2. The second reading is to discern the major thoughts and divisions, to perceive 

the more specific themes and divisions of the text.  

3. The third reading is to give further attention to individual sections and begin to 

identify difficult or challenging passages.  

4. Continue reading and outline the book based on identified internal divisions.  

5. As we study particular passages, continue to read the entire book.  

 


