
Introduction 

The primary purpose to this lesson is that if you are not a believer that you here the truth and believe. If you 

are a believer, this is to help you understand more precisely what the message of the Gospel is and what it is 

not. My hope for all here today, is that this lesson is salt; it causes you to seek more; to learn the particulars 

better, and at the end you will be able to share the truth about God, Jesus Christ, and Salvation with the 

utmost confidence and clarity. 

I do not desire to offend, I do desire to have the Word challenge conventional wisdom on this topic.  In order 

to do so it is necessary to draw contrast between various ideas and idea creators. If I bring up a person, it is 

not an attempt to attack their character or to evaluate their standing before God. We do however compare a 

person’s message with that of Scripture to see if it passes scrutiny. If my message or any message is not 

supported by Scripture, then it must be taken as opinion and not Biblical Truth. If any message is in antithesis 

to that of Scripture, then it must be rejected. We do not condemn or judge a person; we should condemn or 

judge false words. 

The one given that we must all agree on is that of authority. The Bible, God’s Word, is the authority. If we have 

an idea or a manner of explaining the Gospel that seems logical, understandable, even simple but it does not 

accurately convey the Scriptural truth then our reasoning is rejected, and we conform to the Bible.  

The Gospel – What is Right 

The word gospel comes from the Anglo-Saxon word godspell denoting “glad tidings” or “good news” 

(Baker). The Greek word normally translated gospel is “εὐαγγέλιον  euangelion” which also means good 

news. When we talk about the gospel we must specify. For example, in the Hebrew Scripture 

Septuagint, this word is used in 2nd Samuel 4:10; Isaiah 52:7. In these verses we must ask what is the 

“good news” about. We must also do the same in the New Testament (Matthew 4:23; Mark 1:14-15; 

Luke 1:19; Luke 4:43; Romans 1:7,15). We must be careful to delineate what the “good news” is in 

each verse, each passage, each book. 

It may be interesting to note that there is no use of this word in any form in John, 1st John, or James. 

Not that this has any bearing on this topic, but it is interesting. 

Let me suggest to you now that there are multiple “Gospels” in the New Testament Scriptures. 

1. The Gospel of the Kingdom – The good news to the Nation of Israel that their Messiah is 

now revealed and the offer of the restoration of Israel is being proclaimed. 

2. The Gospel of Justification – This is what most people refer to as the Gospel. This is about 

how to enter into life, how to know you are going to heaven, etc. 

3. The Gospel plena (in full) – This is how I believe Paul uses the technical term gospel in his 

letters. I believe that when Paul uses this term (except when he otherwise specifies), he is 

referring to the Gospel of Justification, God’s provision for believers, God’s purpose for 

believers on earth, God’s administration (past, present, and future) and the promise of the 

return of Christ (glorification, judgement of the world, millennial reign, eternal program). 



Therefore, we have to specify that we are only talking about the Gospel of Justification. That is how to 

go from having a destiny from hell to heaven. The other concepts cannot be discussed at this time due 

to time constraints. 

How does one obtain this promise, to have eternal life, to spend eternity with God? To answer this 

question, we turn to the basic Bible verses that we have passed out (handout). There are more verses 

for sure, but these show the simplicity of the truth and show it clearly. 

When we give the Gospel to a suspected unbeliever. I generally follow an outline to give the basics of 

the Gospel from John 11:25-26. Believing in Jesus details three basic components: 

1. Who is Jesus? 

2. What did He do? 

3. What does He promise?  

The answer to these questions is simple. 

1. Jesus is God in the flesh who came into the world, He is the one who gives life, He is the only 

one who can grant life (John 8:24; 11:25-26; 14:6; Acts 4:12) 

2. Jesus lived a perfect life and died on the cross for our sins, He was buried, and He rose again 

defeating death (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1st Corinthians 15:3-4) 

3. Jesus promises eternal life as a free gift to all who believe (John 3:17-18,36; 6:47; 10:28) 

This is the proclamation of the truth, our responsibility is to be convinced that it is true, that salvation 

is a gift of God for me because of Jesus’ work and promise. Do you believe this? 

The Gospel – What is Wrong 

This is where I need to have my words seasoned with salt and be grace. Christendom is riddled with poor 

phrasing. One of the most popular phrases “ask Jesus into your heart.” There was a popular book entitled 

“Stop Asking Jesus into your Heart.” The author properly concludes that this phrase is not in the Bible and has 

caused many to doubt their salvation wondering if Jesus was actually in there. But there are many other 

nomenclatures that people use that are not Biblical in giving the Gospel. 

1. Sinner’s Prayer – There is no verse that states that a prayer is necessary for receiving the gift of eternal 

life and being forgiven for your sins. Believing in Jesus.  

2. Commitment to follow Jesus as Lord in Discipleship – Of course we desire for all who are saved to grow 

and dedicate their lives to living a life that is alignment with being a child of God. But that is not a 

condition of obtaining life. Are there commands in Scripture that can be equated to discipleship? Yes, 

but these commands are to believers not to unbelievers. 

3. Admission of guilt, admit that you are a sinner – Now logically, it makes sense that one must know 

there is a need before they will hear a need. But what is the verse that says or implies this concept? 

This phrase is usually derived in the concept of confession of sins. 

4. Asking Jesus to come into your life – Similar to “asking Jesus into your heart.” This phrase stems from 

the Idea that Jesus is not only an impersonal savior but also one that is a deep personal relationship. 



5. Salvation is about a relationship – Once we are in the family of God, The Lord deals with us as sons. But 

the phrase indicates more than just an understanding and believing the truth. Relationships have 

two-way roles and responsibilities. God says that the sacrifice of Jesus and the Love of God is 

unconditional. We will fail, He will never fail. 

6. Repent – The definition of Repent is an age old debate. The question of is repentance a condition of 

salvation is not. There is not a verse in the Bible that states, “Repent and you will be granted eternal 

life.” The book of John does not use repent nor any form of the word. There are a few places that make 

it seem that Repentance is the goal. But in light of all the other verses this word only adds confusion to 

the message. 

a. The typical definition of sorry for and turning away from sin is not and cannot be included in the 

Gospel. This adds a human will and function of trying to stop overtly sinning to the gift of God. 

b. The less held to definition of “change your mind” can logically fit into the Gospel message, but 

there is still the lack of the use of the word in conjunction with the Gospel of Justification. 

c. The English definition of reviewing one’s actions and feeling contrition or regret from past 

wrongs, which is accompanied by commitment to change for the better. Is not part of Salvation. 

With the English word repent being out of alignment with the Biblical meaning of 

“μετανοέω  metanoeō.” Use of the word should be avoided when explain God’s plan for 

reconciliation. 

7. Four Spiritual Laws, the ABC’s, Allegiance to the King are all common literature titles that add 

additional rules and/or conditions to obtaining eternal life other than believe.  

“Dear God, I know I’m a sinner, and I ask for your forgiveness. I believe Jesus Christ is Your Son. I                     
believe that He died for my sin and that you raised Him to life. I want to trust Him as my Savior and                       
follow Him as Lord, from this day forward. Guide my life and help me to do your will. I pray this in                      
the name of Jesus. Amen.” It is accompanied by this paragraph. 

We can’t earn salvation; we are saved by God’s grace when we have faith in His Son, Jesus Christ.                   
All you have to do is believe you are a sinner, that Christ died for your sins, and ask His forgiveness.                     
Then turn from your sins—that’s called repentance. Jesus Christ knows you and loves you. What               
matters to Him is the attitude of your heart, your honesty. This is found on billygrahm.org website 

In regard to theology, there are many within the evangelical community that strictly differ about the means to 
salvation. This may seem to be semantics but let us take a look at the details (handout). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3ZiVh0LRqc  

My Theory is that most people who conflate the Gospel with some idea of life change do so because of 
personal experience. They have seen the truth and they believed and made radical changes in their life. 
This may be a result of a drastic shift in worldview. 

Adding expected emotional, experiential response to the gospel is adding human reasoning to the 
equation. When those experiences, now become part of the result, or in some cases necessary for 
salvation this adds works, human effort into the by grace through faith message. 

The Gospel – Does it Matter? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3ZiVh0LRqc


Is this all about semantics, are we all agreeing but saying things wrong? I have heard stories and read articles 

and have had personal experience with people that seem to believe correctly but when they give the Gospel 

say things that make the message unclear. 

The authority is the word of God, we need to remain Biblical. Adding logic, phrases, personal experience may 

seem well intended as a means to explain the Word of God, but the truth of the matter is that we normally 

add confusion instead of clarity. 

Galatians 1:6-9 

Galatians 2:21  

Galatians 3:21  

Galatians 5:2-4 

Romans 4:14-16 

Romans 11:6 

We must understand how an unsaved mind would understand what is necessary to go to heaven. Do they 

understand that God gave of Himself, Jesus Christ, to die for our sins? Do they understand the total sufficiency 

of that sacrifice to appease God’s justice? Do they understand that this provision is as absolutely free gift from 

God based upon His unconditional love for them and every single person? Do they understand that the only 

requirement to receive this gift is to be convinced that this is true?  

Or is the message we are proclaiming lead a person to believe that one must do something, or avoid a sin 

(particular sin, perpetual sin) in order to have eternal life, to follow a creed, to maintain a relationship, to be 

really sorry for all the sins you have committed. When a person is believing this, they are believing in Jesus 

plus self-righteousness. It nullifies grace, it voids the very method by which God has chosen to save. 

God does hold us accountable as believers for the words we use and the content of the message we share. It is 

our responsibility to remove all confusing language and only proclaim the Gospel as God intended. We are 

responsible to remain Biblical, because that is the one and only authority. 

 

 


