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Lesson 204 
 
Egermeier’s Story: None 
 
Memory Verse: Psalm 34:13 “Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from 
speaking lies.” NIV 
 
Scripture: Hebrews 1-4 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 232-233 
 
Object Lesson: New and Improved 
 
Many times when a new product is released, the advertisers will describe the 
product by comparing it to an older product and talking about all the things the 
new product can do that the old product didn’t do. For example, when  the 
Playstation 3 was released, they advertised it by talking about all the things the 
PS 3 did that the PS2 was unable to do. The book of Hebrews describes the 
superiority of Jesus over the old system. It describes His superior revelation, 
His superiority to angels, and His superior High Priesthood. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Hebrews 1-4 
 
Key Theme: Jesus is superior. 
 
The book of Hebrews is written to encourage the Hebrews not to return to the 
old system of worship because Jesus is superior to the old system. It shows His 
superiority by direct comparison and contrast. Interspersed with this are 
warnings to the Hebrews. 
  
The book begins by stating the superiority of Jesus to the prophets in 1:1-3. His 
revelation is superior because He is heir of all, creator of all, revealer, God, 
sustainer of all, redeemer, and intercessor. 
 
In 1:4-2:18, Christ is claimed to be superior to angels. This is stated in 1:4. No 
angel has ever been called God’s son (1:5). Angels are servants, while Christ is 
king. Angels are created, while Christ is creator. Only Jesus sits at the right 
hand of God. 
 
The first warning occurs in 2:1-4. This warning is against sluggishness due to 
their attitude. The author tells them there may be consequences of discipline. 
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The next section, 2:5-18, focuses on the humanity of Jesus Christ. There is a 
brief summary of the history of mankind. Kingship was assigned to man, but 
man lost this due to sin. Jesus regained this kingship at the cross. His glory did 
not come without suffering. He was the only one to suffer who did not deserve 
to suffer. This was so that He could be a faithful high priest. 
 
Chapter 3 shows Jesus as superior to Moses. The author reviews the life of 
Moses, concluding that Jesus is worthy of more glory. He then applies the 
lesson of Massah and Meribah (Psalm 95:7-11). The author points out how the 
Israelites trusted God for big things, such as deliverance from Egypt, but did not 
trust Him for the small things, such as water. The Israelites failed to enter God’s 
rest due to unbelief. In 3:12-13, this example is applied to believers. Believers 
are challenged that they might trust Jesus for salvation, yet fail to trust Him in 
the Christian life. 
 
Chapter 4 begins with a description of the believer’s duty to seek God’s rest. 
God’s rest is where all needs are supplied. Believers are responsible to unite 
faith with God’s promises. God’s word + faith + pressure = rest (growth). The 
believer’s rest is based on the finished work of Christ. This is an area where a 
second object lesson is appropriate. Ask the students to imagine a person who 
lives as if he is homeless when he has a bank account with a million dollars in it. 
This is like the believer that will not believe God’s promises, even though he has 
trusted God for his salvation. Chapter 4 ends by comparing the high priesthood 
of Jesus to the Aaronic high priesthood. Jesus is a high priest who is 
empathetic. The development of the high priesthood continues in the following 
chapters.  
 
The areas of emphasis in teaching this are the ideas of the superiority of Jesus 
and the believer’s rest. Emphasize the importance of applying faith to God’s 
promises so we may enter His rest. 
 


