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Lesson 191 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 545 – On the Way to Jerusalem  
 
Memory Verse: Galatians 5:22-23  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such 
things there is no law.” 
 
Scripture: Acts 20:5-21:17 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 362 
 
Object Lesson: Fruit Trees 
 
Many people are unable to identify types of trees just by looking at them. 
However if one sees a tree with something growing on it, it makes it much 
easier to identify what kind of tree it is. If you see apples growing, you know it 
is an apple tree. If walnuts, then a walnut tree. In the same way, if the Holy 
Spirit is in control of our life, our actions (the fruit) will reflect this. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Holy Spirit in the Christian Life 
 
Key Theme: The Holy Spirit indwells all church age believers. 
 
One of the distinguishing factors of the church age, the time period from the 
day of Pentecost until the rapture of the church, is the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit in all church age believers. An unbeliever is obligated to follow the desires 
of the sin nature, or the flesh. When Jesus died on the cross for our sins, He 
freed us from slavery to our sin nature. With the Holy Spirit living in us, we are 
enabled to live our lives according to God’s will. 
 
Jesus foretold of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit many times during His 
earthly ministry. The first is in John 7:37-39. He states, “…‘From his 
innermost being will flow rivers of living waters.’ ” John explains that Jesus was 
speaking of the Holy Spirit. Other instances where Jesus predicts indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit include John 14:17, 14:20, and 17:26. 
 
Indwelling is always associated with salvation in the church age. Romans 8:9 
shows that one of the characteristics of an unsaved person is that the Spirit is 
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not in them. I Corinthians 3:16-17 shows us that carnal believers are still 
indwelt. Many believers are unaware of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit either 
because of their carnality, because they were never taught about indwelling, or 
because they focus on their own feelings rather than the Word. 
 
The indwelling of the Holy Spirit helps to accomplish several things. It enables 
the believer to know God (I Corinthians 2:12). It also makes it possible for 
Christ to be expressed in the Christian life (II Corinthians 3:3). In addition, it 
empowers the believer to witness (Acts 1:8). It also makes it possible for the 
Christian to have victory over the sin nature (Rom 8:2). Finally, it enables the 
Christian to execute the Christian life (Rom 8:13). The believer’s mission is to 
proclaim the excellencies of Christ (I Peter 2:9), and the Holy Spirit gives the 
believer the necessary ability to fulfill this purpose. 
 
It often becomes evident whether or not the Holy Spirit is being allowed to be 
active in the lives of believers. Galatians 5 describes the attitudes and actions of 
a person who is following the desires of the flesh as opposed to a believer in 
whom the Holy Spirit is leading. The deeds of the flesh are described in 
Galatians 5:19-21. Contrast these to the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23. 
Note that the word fruit in verse 22 is singular, indicating that this is a package 
deal. Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control will all be manifest in the Spirit-led life. 
 


