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Lesson 185 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 542 – A Riot at Ephesus  
 
Memory Verse: Matthew 6:33  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be added unto you.” KJV 
 
Note: We are using the KJV for this memory verse since that is the version 
used in the song we will be learning this Sunday. 
 
Scripture: Acts 29:21-20:3 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 344 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
When I am talking with you right now, what is coming out of my mouth  Yes, 
my breath; but you also hear my words, don’t you? When God has spoken to us 
through the words in the Bible, we can say that those words came out of God’s 
mouth. Now let me ask you a question, “Did you have breakfast this morning?” 
I did. I had scrambled eggs and toast and an orange. The Bible tells us that we 
need to eat but that people aren’t supposed to live only on food. People are also 
supposed to live on the words that come from God’s mouth—the words that are 
written in the Bible. This means that we are supposed to learn what the Bible 
teaches us.  
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Economic concerns and our material needs must not take 
priority over our spiritual needs. 
 
Key Theme: Because we live in a material world, we must have a Biblical attitude 
about the materials needs we have. 
 
We see some silversmiths concerned about their economic well-being in this 
story. The Bible has a lot to say about our relationship to money. Adam learns 
after the fall that he is going to have to work if he is going to eat. 
 

Genesis 3:17-19 “Then to Adam He said, ‘Because you have listened to the 
voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded 
you, saying, “You shall not eat from it”; Cursed is the ground because of you;  
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In toil you will eat of it All the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it 
shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the field; By the sweat of 
your face you will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it 
you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return.” 

 
We will see this passage interpreted for the young church in Thessalonica in 
Paul’s second letter to them: 
 

II Thessalonians 3:10 “For even when we were with you, we used to give you 
this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either.” 
 

Not only does the Bible teach us that we are to work for our own food, but the 
concept is extended to the family: 
 

I Timothy 5:8 “But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially 
for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an 
unbeliever.” 

 
The concept of personal property is assumed in the commandments and indeed 
throughout the Torah, the Old Testament Law: 
 

Exodus 20:15 “You shall not steal.” 
 
Exodus 20:17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or 
his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
 
Leviticus 6:4-5 “Then it shall be, when he sins and becomes guilty, that he 
shall restore what he took by robbery or what he got by extortion, or the 
deposit which was entrusted to him or the lost thing which he found, or 
anything about which he swore falsely; he shall make restitution for it in full 
and add to it one-fifth more. He shall give it to the one to whom it belongs 
on the day [he presents] his guilt offering.” 

 
We are expected to work and own property. But we are to have a healthy 
attitude about wealth. 
 

Proverb 23:4 “Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, Cease from your 
consideration [of it.] When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For [wealth] 
certainly makes itself wings Like an eagle that flies [toward] the heavens.” 
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Deuteronomy 8:3 “…that He might make you understand that man does 
not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the 
mouth of the Lord.” 

 
The ideal woman is praised in Proverbs 31:10-31. She is certainly a capitalist, 
but she also helps the poor and needy.  
 
We will have jobs, and we will need to work. We must guard our attitude 
towards these two facts: Although the context of the passage below is addressed 
to slaves of the first century, the principle stated below is expanded to all in the 
last phrase, “slave or free.” 
 

Ephesians 6:5-8 “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters 
according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, 
as to Christ; not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of 
Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. With good will render service, 
as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing that whatever good thing each one 
does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.” 
 

The silversmiths of Ephesus are allowing their economic needs to oppose the 
Good News about Jesus, our Savior. Being a silversmith is not inherently bad. 
But allowing their trade in idols to blind them to the eternal consequences of 
not knowing and believing the gospel shows that economic choices can have 
eternal consequences. 
 


