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Lesson 182 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 535 – In Other Cities of Macedonia 
Page 536 – Paul Preaches on Mars’ Hill  
 
Memory Verse: I Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; 
in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 17:1-15, 16-34 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 265 
 
Object Lesson: The Courtroom 
 
In a criminal trial, after witnesses and evidence have been presented, the 
attorneys each present their closing arguments, or summation. The attorney for 
the accused person makes a speech in defense of his client on his clients behalf. 
He explains problems with the evidence and the testimony  of witnesses. His 
job is to convince the jury why they should return a verdict of not guilty. The 
field of apologetics is like this. We as Christians are to be ready to defend the 
Bible and our faith against those who question its validity. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Introduction to Apologetics 
 
Key Theme: Christians are to be ready to defend their faith at all times. 
 
In the lesson today, Paul made a defense of Christianity on Mars’ Hill in 
Athens. He explained about the existence of God and how He came as a man 
and was resurrected from the dead. The term apologetics comes from the Greek 
word apologia. This refers to a speech in defense of something. It has nothing to 
do with being sorry for something. We as Christians are commanded to engage 
in apologetics. I Peter 3:15 states,”…always being ready to make a defense to 
everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you….” God 
does not expect us to blindly accept the claims of the Bible. Our faith is a faith 
based on reason and proof. 
 
The reality is, however, that there will be those who question the validity of 
Christianity, even questioning the existence of God. Others will question the 
reliability of the Bible, doubting its accuracy and historicity. The field of 
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apologetics has arisen specifically to address these arguments. When addressing 
these concerns, we must adjust our message to the one to whom we are talking. 
For example, it is difficult to use the Bible as a source for discussion with one 
who doesn’t believe in the existence of God. 
 
While an exhaustive coverage of the topic is not possible in this limited time, 
we will try to identify some of the more common questions that arise regarding 
Christianity. First, many people question the existence of God. This is 
addressed in the field of classical apologetics. This field first provides rational 
arguments for the existence of God, such as intelligent design, then applies 
historical arguments from the Bible to apply  these to the God of the Bible. 
 
Another area of frequent attack is to question the historicity of the accounts in 
Genesis of creation and the flood. Many hold to the theory of evolution and 
thus say that an account of creation is inconsistent with evolutionary theory. 
There is a large body of evidence showing the flaws in evolution and showing 
how the fossil record is consistent with a catastrophic worldwide flood. 
 
Others attempt to cast doubt on the Bible by pointing out apparent 
contradictions in the  Bible. Many of the “contradictions” arise when passages 
in the Bible are taken out of context. Others are addressed by offering possible 
explanations. The Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties by Gleason Archer is 
considered one of the best sources for addressing these issues. 
 
Yet another area of challenge to Christianity involves the life of Christ. Much of 
the objection revolves around the miracles. These often believe in uniformity of 
cause and effect in a closed system. They argue that since we do not observe 
miracles in our daily lives and miracles do not conform to the laws of nature, 
they therefore could not occur. First, this denies the ability of a sovereign and 
omnipotent God to act in the lives of man as He sees fit. Secondly, if one looks 
at the resurrection as a historical event, there is more evidence for the historical 
accuracy of the resurrection than for any other event in all of human history. 
 
These are just a few areas in which believers should be prepared to offer a 
defense of the faith. Being able to answer these questions may provide 
opportunity to present the gospel to someone who was previously skeptical of 
the claims of the Bible. Also, a believer should not allow his faith to be shaken 
by someone’s claim against the Bible. Be assured that these objections have 
been answered by many who have been prepared to defend the faith. 
 


