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Lesson 180 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 532 – The Philippian Jailer  
 
Memory Verse: Romans 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to 
His purpose.” NASB NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 16:16-40 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 264 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
While we may earnestly desire for a friend or relative to believe the gospel 
message, we can do nothing to force another person to believe anything. 
Proclaiming the gospel to others is like lighting a match and throwing it into an 
empty barrel. Some barrels have dynamite and will explode; others are empty. 
No matter how many matches you throw into the barrel without dynamite, it 
won’t explode. It’s our job to find barrels and throw a match into them. It’s the 
Holy Spirit’s job to ignite the dynamite. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Lifestyle Evangelism 
 
Key Theme: All Christians are to be ambassadors of Christ and proclaim the gospel 
message to the unsaved. 
 
Lewis Sperry Chafer, the former president of Dallas Theological Seminary, 
defined evangelism as “the act of presenting to the unsaved the good news of the 
Gospel of God’s saving grace through Christ Jesus.” To evangelize requires an 
audience (the unsaved) and a message (the gospel). The key passage defining the 
gospel is I Corinthians 15:1-5. When confronted with the good news that Jesus 
Christ died for our sins, one can either believe or reject the truthfulness of this 
message. A believing response results in immediate justification of the believer 
(Acts 10:40-44) who is given a new position of being “in Christ” (Ephesians 
2:12-13).  
 
Paul teaches in II Corinthians 5:18-20 that all believers are ambassadors for 
Christ. He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. How evangelism is 



Beth Haven Church Sunday School Series 

 Beth Haven Church 2006 

accomplished has become a point of difference among theologians. The 
Armenian view holds that man is born in depravity and at birth man is given the 
ability to exercise a positive volitional response. Because of the latter part of this 
view, applying pressure to influence the individual’s will is practiced and 
encouraged. The emphasis of this view shifts from the power of the gospel 
message to the power and cleverness of the person delivering the gospel.  
 
The Calvinist view also sees man as born in depravity but asserts an unsaved 
man is not capable of positive volition toward the gospel without the 
enlightening, calling work of the Holy Spirit. This view then will focus 
evangelism on a clear presentation of the gospel and leave the rest to the 
convicting work of the Holy Spirit. The following passages support this view: 
John 6:44, 65; I Corinthians 2:14; II Corinthians 4:3-4; Ephesians 2:8. (Note: 
There are multiple Calvinist views, the key difference being the extent of 
atonement. We hold that Christ died for all. While all men are savable, only 
those who believe are saved.) 
 
The difference in these views is pointed out to help you, the teacher, understand 
how to communicate to the children the proper method of evangelism. In his 
fervor, a child who does not want to see his/her friend go to hell may pressure 
the unsaved friend to say they believe the gospel when, in fact, the unsaved 
friend may say yes just to get the well-meaning child to stop. Understanding our 
role is to proclaim the gospel and leave the rest to the Holy Spirit and His 
convicting work takes the pressure off of the believer’s ability to persuade. The 
effectiveness of the gospel is the message, not our words or tactics (Romans 
1:16, II Corinthians 4:5-7). 
 
Our most powerful opening to witness may be in the life we live. Understanding 
God’s will, believing God’s will, and changing our thoughts and actions to align 
with God’s not only results in our maturity but may result in the unsaved asking 
us why we are different from others (unbelievers). 
 
We hold that the role of the church and pastor-teacher is to equip believers to 
communicate the good news. The following are key elements upon which the 
pastor-teacher should build: the plan of salvation, the terms of the gospel, use of 
the Scriptures, and the manner and method of effective work.  
 
In summary, we as believers are commissioned by God to be ambassadors and 
witnesses who proclaim the gospel message to the unsaved. Our hope is that the 
receivers of the gospel message will be convicted by the Holy Spirit to believe 
and become our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 


